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DEDICATION

T he author of the " Trai l Bl azers" dedicates this book to
her ancestors, and especially to the pioneers of Ol'egon
whose C(OUP fires burned in the evening twilight, and the
light in the w indow of their log cabins, marked the first
((([v ent of civilization, in the great lVillamette Valley, and
changed (( desola te wilderness into fertile fields that, we,
their descendents might enjoy t ill' boone of freedom and
prosperity which is th eir legacy to us,

"We a re the dead, short days ago we lived.
Felt dawn, saw Sunset glow,
Loved, a nd were loved,
Now we are gon e."

McCrea.



FOREWORD

This book is not written as a family tree-but as an I .
. I d f lIS-torical and genealoglCa r ecor a many of Ou r early .

. II h f ki PIO-neers, and especia y t ose .o our own II1d.red. It is written
for the purpose of arranging and .preser vll1g the old docu_
ments which have grown ye llow with age from lying in the
old archives for the past hundred or more years in the his­
tori cal libraries in the many states which I have visited in
my research work.

In some instances the writing may seem disconnected. but
when one remembers that this history is of the generat ions
of many families, of whom no record could be found . then
they will understand just the difficulties the writer has had
to contend wit h. Our people have scattered to the four
winds, some having entirely lost trace of their kindred.

My aim and desire has been to bring these families in
touch with each other, and through the old wills, deeds,
marriage bonds, and other records. to establish the relation­
ship between families, and to enable them to trace their an­
cest ry back to the pioneers of colonial days. 1 have en­
deavored to make it plain, that those who read may under­
stand.

Much of the history in this book has never before ap­
peared in print, while some have been gathered from the
different libraries and county seats.

lowe much to the State Historical Library of Oregon,
also to the Portland City Library, for many of the collec­
tions have been of such use that I herewith make acknow­
ledgement for same. Having completed the work with what­
;eyer of ability that I have been able to expend upon it, I now
su)jmit it tQ the criticisms of those to whom its c~nt:en:
m ~ ha¥. intJ:!r.e!l.t.

PREFACE

It has been my greatest desire. since I can remember to
know who my ancestors were, and where they came fro~­
and what the background of our family was. Little did I
dream what a gigant ic problem I had facing me, when I
undertook the ta sk of writing the history and genealogy of
our people. I have worked constantly for over three veal'S in
searching old musty records and interviewing hundreds of
people. I have been in 28 states, and traveled 40,000 miles.
My father used to tell us about his boyhood days in "old
Mo.... of the old swimmi ng hole in Crooked River, or the
evenings he spent in coon hunting. then he would relate
to us as we sat around the fireside on long winter evenings,
of his courtship days. when he met my dear mother, of their
marriage ; and then of the terri ble war days. He told us of
the heart-breaking scenes when his two brothers. Joseph
and Vincent. enlisted in the war.

He knew but little of his ancestors. I decided when I was
a young woman in 1905 that some day I would write a his­
tory of our people. and in 1931 , Oct. 5, I started on my
first t rip, and went to the place of my birth, and to Ray
county. MIssouri. where my fr.t he r was born. I was born
in Lawrence county, Missour i. The first I learned of our an­
cestors was from my aunt. Martha Maddux. She told me the
Turnidges came from North Ireland to N. C. (Green Co.)
in a very early day ; and that the first to come was James
and William. that they each had eight sons, and they all had
Bible names. On the old records in North Carolina I found
the names of Zachariah. Ezekial, Daniel, Moses, Elias,
Amos. Thomas. John, James, Luke, Joseph, Aaron, and
J essie (all Turnidges) . Tha was all I had to WUl'K. on when
I commenced my wor k. How vel', 1 was determmed that
nothing should deter me in my I ' solve. Had 1 have kno n
the e nt of my task I doubt if 1 should have had the OUJi-

ge::tO undertake it. 1 ftlund a I ~I 'Il U d m. '0
't as like lim n amo(1I11 1 I a a

e o n 11 R: .
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necessary to retrace my t ravels from the Pacifi c to the At­
lant ic twice within two years, an d a lmost ac ross the conti­
nen t four times within three years. The task has been hard
but 1 have not grown weary in my under taking. I have loved
the work, and if I have been able to hang out a few beacon
lights, to guide th e future wayfarer in a search for know­
ledge of those dear ones who have gone on, if I have suc­
ceeded in so placing such lights that they wi ll send a gleam
athwa rt the path of the coming generations, that will follow
me, 1 sha ll feel amply repaid for my la bor. I have sent out
hundre ds of letters in this country and to England and Ire­
land . I have spent long weary midnights of end less sittings
over piles of old records, some so faded that they could
scarcely be read. The long tedious task of copying, compil­
ing and tabulating. But now I ca n say "ad-finem,"

I do not claim that this history is perfect ; no hi story is.
1 have been able to obtain only a partial sketch of some
of the branches of the f amilies, while of some ot he rs a ll
trace has been lost. I have been more fully advised about
some th an about ot hers. I have tried to do justice by all
persons mentioned, as nearly as facts at my comm and would
permit. I am grateful to those who have so kindly assisted
and cooperated with me in my work, and I can truly say
their kindness will never be forgotten.

M ARTHA ALICE (TURNIDGE) HAMOT.
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BOOK I

T he vl';gin of Names

The name Turn idge had its origin in England, anglicised
Turneege, Turnage, Turn ige, Turnich. The name first ap­
peared about the twelfth century. Surnames in English came
into use in England about the eleventh century. Families de­
rived their su rname from their occupation. The first Tur­
nidges were turners of lumber and lath makers. The name
appears frequently in the old marriage bonds and other
parish records in England. Bapt isms, births, etc. (See "Our
Family Names in England," also "Surnames in England." )

The following will of J an e Bromley of Orsted, Essex
county, England, is one of the old records of 1315.

This I s the Oldest R ecord of t he T uruidges in
My R esearch W ork

I, Jane Bromley, of Orsted, Essex county, widow, June
26, 1315 (Charles I) proved 13 of July, 1614. The P OOl' of
Stock and Butsbery, Mine eldest son Samuel Bromley of
West Hanningfield, and Jane his daughter, Annis the wife
of my son Nicholas, my youngest son Jesua ~romley of
High-Roothing, and Anna, his wife, and Jane, Ius daughter.
I give and bequeath unto Mary Varsl~all my granddaughter,
daughter of Steven Virshall, of Raleigh, ~Ierke, the ,sum o~
ten Ibs. of lawful English money, to be paid unto her at ~el
full age of 21 years; and I give unto her, the go~d rmg WIUC~l
I used to wear on my finger. To my grandchild Jane Tur­
nedge and Mary, another daughter, Nicholas Bt'omle~, my

2nd. ~on, John Leader, my God son, ~llen ~a~ h~tile:l~o;.
my youngest son J osua to be sole e e c. Boo '!!
ilS2 Consistory ourt' London.

'n t 9Jl

eil



2 THE TRAIL BLAZEJ{S

and th eir son William later settled in North Ireland . That
is the beginning of our line of the family of Turnidge.
(From the Genealogical Glea ni ngs in England by Waters ) .

Ma rriages :

Apr. 27, 1646, Mary Tu r nidge a nd Wm. Platt. Parish of
Cla r kinwa ld, from the year 156 0, St. James Parish Vol.
I-III.

The first Turnidges in America spelled their name as
Turnidge until 1727, when t h rough an er ror in the state rec­
ords the name was entered in the land grant as Turnage.
That eventually led t o t he change of the name in North and
South Ca rolina.

Ma r r iages at St. Di onis Back Cnur ch, London, England,
1533-1 554 ; May 12, 1653, Henery Turnidge and Ann Alex­
ander, both of West Madison, in Essex, county, Sept. 24,
1663, William Wood of St. James Garlichhith, and Ann Tur­
nidge of Hutton, Essex.

TIl E TnA IL BLAZ.Elt~ 3
was her great grandfather . He was killed in the Revolu­
ti onary War. He was t he father of Michael Turnidge 1. my
great-great grandfather. The Scotch- Irish were an industri­
ous, law-abiding people. They built up a great commerce in
the manufacture of wool, dairying and other products. How­
ever, in 1669, measures were passed by Parliament pro­
hibiting the exportation of these products from Ireland to
E ngland and Scot land . This, with the imposition of religious
disabilities upon th e P resbyterians who were forced to pay
tithes for the support of the Church, excluded from all civil
and military office (1704) and ministers were liable to pen­
alities for celebrating marriages. This great pressure, and
persecut ion upon th ose high-spir ited Scotch-Irish resulted in
an exodus to the new world . The Ulster Presbyterians, or
Scotc h-I rish, were among th e very earliest pioneers who
began their immigration to America in th e early par t of
the 16th century. The fi rst Turnidges came with the immi­
gration of 1714. Some immigran ts came earlier, and were
to be found in several of th e colonies soon afte r 1680. Many
of them were to be found in th e Yadkin Valley in North
Carolina. Those early immigrants were hungry for land ,
They were men searching for homes in th e great count ry of
the new world; but their greatest desire was for fr eed,om.
They were courageous and st rong ; their ideals were 11Igh;
they were fronti ersmen, trained in the craft of warfare
through guerilla fighting with the Irish celts. It was those
brawny Scotch-Irish that reclaimed the North of Ireland
from desolation. Many of them were educated. Many of the
Highlanders settled in th ba k count ry. They were 10 al
to thei.r oath to their king, WIU h made them figh on t~}e
,~. , .'" dusin h I<Qlu ionar War .h fi sll pw-
"ll1g Slit.. 1 , ,' '" " h ' I .... n t

'''~''''-''' e: a' gr. ps n'ii ad '!;ll I mugs. c'_,,,,,,,,,,",!,,,,,.~,.
mao allin (0 s a J!la e 11 I

'!Ie
n - la



4 THE TRAIL BLAZERS
Th ere were no nails to be had in the wilderness, there­

fo re the logs la id upon the fo undat ion and notched into
eac h other at the four corners formed the walls, and when
these stood seven feet, the builde rs laid parallel timbers and
puncheons, to make the floors. The window panes were of
paste, treate d with hog's fat or bear grease.

For dinner the women would ba ke cor n cakes on hot
stones, roast bea r meat or venison steaks. They made pohi­
chory butter. Every object in the cabin were practicable,
having been made to answer a need. Cha ir s hewn from
hickory blocks, a la rge sla b for a table set on three legs ;
somet imes built permanently against the wall. The low bed
was bui lt into the wall with a mattress of pine needles or
dirt moss. In the corners stoo d the spinning wheel and the
loom, on which the housewife made cloth for garments f or
the fami ly. Thu s the pioneer grappled with the savagery of
border lif e. The r oofing of the houses were made of logs and
slabs. The ridgepole of the roof was supported by two
clotche d trees; the crevices of walls were closed with red
clay and moss. Spores for the windows and doors were cut
out . The door was thick and heavy to withstand the onrush
of the Indians. Forks were made of iron ; tin cups were a
luxury.

The pioneers were a hospitable people. They were self
sustaining. They made their own clothing; they manufac­
tured rifles; every man was forced to become a hunter in
order to obtain wild game for food. Wild game being plenti­
ful, wild turkeys filled every thicket. There were deer, buf­
£;alps and bears. It was said that panthers and wild cats
m.~1Uy overran the country. The women wore linsey dresses,
lfi1 n'gIlt gpwns; they" went without shoes in summer time;

nets ere ade of calico, sometimes of linsey, (See
'll e a:Sp,u 11 ~

i Ii cs.J/;m·';:" n jjur. t Ife tid

an II Ii
e jj • So
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fert ile lands which were favorable for grazing. In those
days there was no pr inting press (until 1754). And during
t he existence of the Royal Government we have accounts of
only two schools, one at Newbern and the other at Edinton.
(William Turnidga moved to Edinton about this time.)
George and J ames Turn idge migrated to Newbern, North
Carolina, then Dobbs County, in 1753. (Fisher in the "Colo­
nial era." )

The people of this time were a happy, virtuous people ;they
had but few temptat ions to vice, and while ignorant, they
lived a refined life. They were said to be the highest type of
settlers. It was said that in one hand they bore the imple­
ment of agr icult ure, and in the other the book of the Gospel
of J esus Chr ist. They thanked their Savior that He had so
graciously led them hither , and helped them through all the
hard places. No matter how dangerous it looked, everything
a lways went better than it seemed possible. There were but
few churches, no doctors, no lawyers, but the wants of the
settlers were few. They would often say that it "was against
the laws of God and natu re that so much land should be
idle, while so many Chr ist ians wanted to work and ra ise
their bread." On October 8, 1753, a party of 12 single men
headed by the Reverend Bernard Adam Grube, set out from
Bethelem, Penn sylvani a, to t rek down to the new found
haven in the Carolina hinterl and- a corne r which the Lord
has reserved for the brethren (Anson County). They
thanked the Lord when they reached their journey's end,
and looked to the promise of a new day, the dawn of a
heroic age, rang out in th e carol of ' Call! n/'adu."
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'We hold a r ival love feast he re.

In Ca r-olina la nd ,
A company of brethren true,
A little Pilgrim ba nd;
Ca lled of the Lord to be of those,
Who, through the world would go,
To bear hi m witness eve r y where ,
And nou gh t but J esus know."

The fo llowing na mes of the Turnidges were taken fro th
the land entries and the cens us of 1790 :

William and J ohn Tu rnidge, land grants and deeds, An.
son County, 1779-1782 ; J ames and J ohn Turnidge, land
grants and deeds , Tyrill County, 1782 ; Luke Turnidge,
census, Richm ond, Virginia, 1790 ; Michael Turnidge, cen­
sus, Rowan County, 1790 ; Benj amin Turnidge, census,
Richmond, Virginia, 1790 ; J ohn Turnidge, la nd deed, Beau.
fort County, 1779 ; J oseph Turnidge, land deed, Green
County, 1771.

Twenty thousand U1stermen left Ireland for Ameri ca in
the first three decad es of the 18th cent ury, to declare for
Am erican independence. A declaration of independence was
said t o have been drawn up and signed in Mecklenbury
County, North Carolina, May 2,1775 (Ford, in Scotch-Irish
in America). I have been informed that some of the Turn­
idges were living in said county at this time and that they
were present at the signing of this declaration. However, 1
made a trip to the County Court House in March of thi
year 1934, and failed to find any record of the Tur idge
t her e. The very earliest records I have found of our pe<rnl
in orth Carolina was in 1714, from the early Goillni
nee r.ds of N~tlh Carolina.

Cf".·""I

dr.g: 1;ul1ni e ent'el1~

In e llL a
'!lnll'a n tj'

THE TRAIL BLAZERS
George Turn idge ; his wife was Elizabeth T . id . 7

I · \·V·II · UI m se. Pn orto t us, I lam had owned land in Chowa C t
' 1 noun s,entered
I ~I t ie sam e year . The old Colonial records of North Caro-
hna, states that George Turnidge was one of the I .. e jurors inth e following cases in Court:

T~ the Honol:abl: Fred Jones.. Esq., Chief Justice, and to
the 1 est of the just ices, for holding the general court of thi
P . The j ISrovmce, e jurors for our Sovereign Lord the K'. , mg, on
their oaths, present William N. Norris of Pasquatank within
this Provi.nce ; that on the 24th day of J uly, anno, domi,
~ 71 ~ , h~vll1g not the fear of God before his eyes, by the
in stigation of the Devil and disposed inclinations, he, the
sai d William Norris, at Pasquatank aforesaid, did forge a
deed from Alice and John Billett to Sam Wilson, with intent
and design to alter th e f reehold of the land therein granted,
might be defeated contrary to the peace of our Sovereign
Lord, th e King, that now is his Royal Crown and dignity,
and against the statute in that case made and provided, etc.

In this same year, George Turnidge is granted the sum of
ten dollars in a damage suit. And the next record in the
year 1719, he was called to serve on the jury in a felony
case as follows :

The jurors for our Sovereign Lord, the King, upon their
oath do present: That Thomas Stoneham, of the precinct of
Chowan, in the Province aforesa id, planter, did on or about
the first day of April, 1719, at Chowan, aforesa id, by force
and arms, violently threaten, kick and otherwise abuse, one
Richard Washington, then and there Consta ble in th~ execu­
tion of his office, do with like fo rce and arms aga inst t.he
peace of our Sovereign Lord, the King, his crown and dig­
nity, etc., Nic Crisp, f oreman . (Colonial Record Vol. 25) .
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Thomas Turnidge, deed was witnessed by Willi am Turnidge
and Selah Tu rn idge (his wife) . An other deed to J ames
Mayhon and John Welch , J anuary 25, 1721, 150 ac res of
land on S. E . side of Blind Neck Branch. Patent granted to
James F liery Augu st 29, 1714. Testate, J ohn Champion and
George Turnidge. Abstracts of conveyance, page 447, as­
signment of a patent fo r 560 acres of land August 15, 1715,
deed 8-28, testates, Robert Hicks and George Turnidge.

George Turnidge, Mary Turnidge and Lazerous Turnidge
a ppeared in court as wit nesses in a case where a wh it e man
was tried for stealing a Negro .

Copeland will, written in the yea r 1720, October 23. Wit­
nessed by George and Elizabeth Turnidge. Copied from the
abstract of wills at Raleigh, North Ca ro lina. (This was the
oldest will in the a rchive box at the state library of North
Carolina. I copied this will on my trip east in March, 1933.)
Alice (Turnidge) Hamot.

In the name of God, Amen: I, William Copeland, of
Chowan Precinct, being weak in body but of sound mind
and memory, thanks be to God, and calling to mind the
mortality and the frailty of men, and that it is appointed
for all men once to die, and I do therefore hereby constitute
and appoint in manner and form following:

First-I recommend my soul into the hands of Almighty
God , that gave, and hoping that through the merits of my
blessed Redeemer to receive a joyful Resurrection at the
last day.

My body to be buried in such Christian-like manner as
to my execution shall be met and as touching such worldly'
.est~te ~s h~th pleased God to endue me with, I dispose of i

nne f olloWing:

ana. ij:!gm!at h unto my eldest son, 'Wi
ntailr Ill! ein now li¥et . '!l:

~t I; 11 <leas y:
Hi

ntie
a
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I now posse~s; giving her quiet and reasonable possession
th ereof, during her natural life.

ltem- I do giv.e and bequeath unto my son, Jessie Cope­
land, a. park of hte-wood he has picked up and liberty for
band t imber for the tar and likewise to all timber he has
already got .

ltem-I do give and bequeath to my eldest daughter, Ann
Copeland, five head of cattle which she has already received.

ltem- I do give and bequeath to my daughter, Judah
Copeland, ten shillings, Virginia money, two, two-year-old
sows, and one four-year-old heifer.

Item-I do give and bequeath to my son, Jessie Copeland,
one yoke of oxen, one cart, and the convenience thereunto.

Item-I do give and bequeath to my beloved wife, Sarah
Copeland, all my cattle which is in her possession and all my
movable estate.

Item-Lastly I constitute, appoint and ordain my beloved
wife, Sa ra h Copeland, wholly and solely execut rix of this
my last will and testament ; utterly renouncing and making
void all former wills by me formerly made. Ratifying and
confirming this only and no other to be my last will and
testament.

For witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
sea l this 26th day of January, in th e year of our Lord God,
1720.

Signed, sea led and witnessed in the presence of:
George Turnidge Signed, William Copeland.
Eli zabeth Turn idge, Will proven before Chr istopher Gale.
J ohn Eardan.



Luke Turnidge (to whom George Turnidge made deed,
page ) and Isaac Turnidge were brothers. said to havebeen
sons of William and Selah Turnidge. Another son of Wil­
liam, was Amos, who went to Mississippi, where he resided
for many years and reared a large fami ly. He died there.
Isaac had a la rge plantation in Alabama in Coffee County,
where he lived and died.

Other of the eight sons of William, who had Bible names
were Zachariah, Dani el, J essie, James and Thomas Turnidge,
(Copi ed from th e records at Duplin Count Court House,
March, 1932).

Dani el Turnidge (Turnage) to Jessie Turnage. Know all
men by th ese presents: That J, Daniel Turnage of the county
of Green and State of North Carolina, has th is day bar­
gained, sold and delivered to Jessie Turnage of the county
of Duplin and state beforementioned, all my right, t itle and
interest owned by me, that fell to m by m b.tQt.ner Zac I ­

riah T urnage, or the m.onay from t s~ of tin same e •
Signea: Jes' ~W">D.a , ~
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Pitt counties : John, grantor of deed in 1778 ' H tti .t ' e ie, gran-
or, ~768; Luke, grantor, 1780 ; William Levin, grantor,

1~90: ~saac, 1799 ; Abraham, 1799 ; Emanuel (in state of
Virginin, at North Hampton) , 1799 ' Josiah to his wif
1\1 . T . '",J e,

ornmg ~JrIl1dge , 1812 ; Amos, to his wife, 1816; Joseph,
1816 ; LeWIS, 1816 ; Samuel, 1879 ; General William, 1875'
Luke (at Richmond, Virginia ), 1802 ; 'Martha, 1852; Georg~
to Thomas (see deed on page ) ; Benjamin, 1866; Robert,
1866 ; Moses, 1866 ; Joseph, 1866 ; Ballard, 1866; Siletta
Ann , 186 6; Sherod, 1866 ; Richard L" 1866.

The following are Turnidges of Duplin and Lenoir coun­
ties, recorded at th e Court House :

Peter and wife, Louis C. Blaney and wife, Enoch Turn­
idge,

Turnidge as fol-
THE TRAIL ELAZEHS

Turnidge deeded land to Thomas
10
George
lows:

North Carolina, Pitt County,
To all to whom these presents sha ll come:

George Turnidge, planter of the county and Provinrf!
aforesaid, send greeting. Know ye that I, the said George
Tuvnidge, for and in consideration of the sum of eighty
pounds proclamation money, to me in hand pa id before the
onsealing, and delivering of these presents, by the sai d
Thomas Turnidge, of the county and P rovince aforesaid, the
receipt hereof I do hereby acknowledge myself f ully satis­
fied , contented and paid; having given, granted and bar­
gained, sold and delivered, conveyed, confirme d and set over,
and by these present s do freely give, grant, ba rgai n, sell,
convey, confirm and assign f orever, a certain tract of land
containing by estimat ion 150 acres, be the same more or
less, in Pitt County, on the north side of Neuse Ri ver an d
in t he fork of little Content nea Creek, beginning at a white
oak on the east side and runs north 600 poles to a stake,
thence south 30, east 60 poles through Apacosin, :0 a red
oak, thence down a reedy branch the various branches
thereof to the creek, thence up the creek and meadows
thereof to the first station, with all rights to the houses,
buildings, orchards, herediaments and appurtenances there­
to belonging or in any way appertaining to the said Thomas
Turnidge, his heirs and assigns forever, etc.

I the said George Turnidge will warrant and defend the
said land forever.

i n WItness her,e0f, I have set my hand and seal this 27t
f us , in Ufu l!ar o!:i our Lord, 1771.

Si iI . r,niage (maM: .



his
William X Turn age

mark
Pitt County, Oct. Term, 1794.

Signed, sealed and delivered
in the presence of us
William Darden,
Priscilla Darden.

In the year 1782, William Turnage, Jr., entered 100 acres
of land between Pule-Cat Swamp and Little Contentn ea
Creek and 200 acres south side of Reedy Swamp, October
29, 1782. In the year 1777 he deeded land in Pitt County to
his son, Luke Turnage (Turnidge). In 178,1 Luke Turnage
entered 117 acres of land in Pitt County south side of Little
Contentnea Creek, joining Moyer's corner. William Turnage
(Turnidge) entered land in Dobbs County in 1782. Copy
from old land grant No. 3023.

State of North Carolina: Know ye that we have granted
unto William Turnage 100 acres of land in our county of
Dobbs, between Pole Cat Swamp and Little Contentnea
Creek, beginning at a black oak, Briant's corner formerly
skinners. And also a corner of said Tuvnage's. ne ur~ .
and running south forty degrees east tw hund ed ad SI -
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~ess a~ my death, he th e said William Turnage, J r. , support­
mg his mother, Elizabeth Turnage, and maintaining he'
so lon~ as she lives, in a decent manner ; to have and to bold
the said lands, plantation and premises hereby given and
gran ted unto the said William Turnage J r his heirs

• • ' OJ , execu-
to.rs and admllllstrators, doth covenant and grant to and
With the said William Turnage, Jr. , his heirs and assigns
sha ll a~d lawf ully may, after my death, hereafter peacable
an.d qu ietl y have, hold and occupy, possess and enjoy the
s~ld land and plantation, herediments and premises hereby
given and granted or intended to be with these appurteu­
ances .f ree and clear from former and other gifts, grants,
bargains and sales, and from all other titles, troubles,
charges and incumbrances whatsoever.

Whereof, I have set my hand and seal the day and year
above written :
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Lenoir , P it t and Duplin . The following deed wa s made to
William Turnage (T urnidge ) to his son, William, Jr.

This indenture made the 20th day of Oct ober, 1795.

Know ye, that I, William Turnage, Se n ior, of Pitt County,
of the one part, and Will iam Turnage, Junior, hi s son , of
the other part, whereof, I the sa id William Turnage, Sr.,
as well as for and in considerat ion of the natural love an d

. affection he hath unto the said William Turnage, J r ., his
son, as also for the better maintenance and prefermen t of
the said William Tu rnage, Jr., hath given, granted, aligned
and confirmed, and by t hese presents do give, grant align
and confirm, unto the said William Turnage, .Ir., all my land
and plantation whereon I now dwell at my death. Together
with all the im provements thereon, and all my stock, horses,
cattle a nd hogs ; a nd all my house furniture, and all I pos-



T IlE TRAIL BLAZERS 15
William Tu rn ige, his heirs and ass igns forever, one parcel
of a t ract of land containing one hundred acres of land be
it more or less, lying in and being in Pit t County, Province
of N?rt~l C.arolina, beginning at a pine joining on George
Tu rmge s hn e and f rom hence to a round pond.

To have and to hold forever, said grantor, and bargained
premises with all the a ppurtenances, privileges and com­
modit ies, to th e same, belonging to or in any wise apper­
tai ning, with all the houses, orchards, gardens, cleared
grounds, woodland grounds, pastu re, water and water
courses, and all other liberties and pr ivileges, therein , and
thereunto contained to him, the said William Turnige, his
heirs and assigns, to his and their proper use and benefit
forever . Note : That the said William Turnige is to pay the
King's interest from the date of this deed. Know ye that I,
the aforesaid Jam es Turnige, for myself, and for my heirs,
ass igns and administrators, do covenant , promise and grant
to and with the sai d William Turnige, his heirs and assigns,
that I, the sa id James Tu rnige, am the true and lawfu l
owner of t he above bargained premises, and am lawfully
se ized and possessed of the same in mine own proper right,
and perfect absolute estate of inheri ta nce, in fee simple, and
have in myself good right, full power and lawful author ity
to grant, bargain and confer in man ner as aforesaid, and
that the aforesaid William Turnige, his heirs and ass igns,
shall and may from time to t ime, and at all t imes, forever
hereafter, by force and natu re of th ese presents, lawfully
and peaceabl e have, hold, use and occupy and possess and
enj oy these premises with all the appurtenances f ree and
acquit ed, exonerate and discharged of, and from all manner
of f ormer or other gifts, bargains, mortgages, etc.

1, the said J ames Turnige, for myse lf, my heirs, assigns
a nd e eourors do G venant the abov premises to him, the
said W'JHam Tur.nige, tis hltita and ll.Ssigps, againatt th
hi: a lai m Po ml!nds ann or pe sons wha -

e at ti a t d fepd.
r un a se a
~~(!l~a!~:l1 6 .
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teen poles to Ha r t 's lin e, t hen with Sm ith's lin e north
twenty-six east one hundred a nd thirty poles, then west
thirty-four poles to another corner of said T urnage's new
survey. Then wi th h is own line to the beg inn ing, to hold
unto the said Will iam Turnage his hei rs and assigns forever.
Dated October 29, 1782. By Hi s Excellency, Commander
Alec Martin J. Gla scow, Secreta ry.

In the year of 1763, James Turnidge deeds land to Wil­
liam Turnidge, t he deed being rather unusual in wording,
etc. and also showing that t he fa m ily of Turnidgs were to
be fo und at a ll times living in the same counties, and often
in the same neighborhood. There have always been strong
ties of kindredship and love of fami ly a ffect ion in the Tu r,
nidge family. Where one wo uld go the other would f ollow.
My grandfather, J ohn Turnidge, m oved from Ray County,
Missouri and his sons and one daught er a nd their families
went with h im to Lawr ence County, Mi ssouri, and their
fat her got land for each of them a djoining his land. It will
be seen from the past pages that from the time they Came
to North Ca rolina , 1714, that if one migrated to a new coun­
try, you would find the names of the others on the records,
and all in close proximity of the other. Which proves the
relationship of the different members of the Turnidge fami­
lies, regardless of whether they spelled the name Turnidge
or Turnage.
North Carolina:

To all Christian people to whom these presents sltal
come. GI;eeting! Now Know Ye, that I, James Turnige, o~
Bitt 0 nty in 1h Province of North Carolina, planter,

in on i<I!!ratio of t he Sum of th irty pounds, proal m _
m n e in R d pai fore :th l'! enseaIin$: a n i

e e el l;ul a' W'llia I

Ii ~ el tl eli

na
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Signed, seal ed and delivered in the presence of us

J ohn Brand and Sarah Minkles. James Turnige. (mark )

The eight sons of William Turnidge (Turnage), all of
wh om had Bible names, form erly settled in Green county.
The county of Duplin was fo r me d in 1747, named for Lord
Duplin, wh o came from North Ireland. Zachariah T urnage,
and hi s brother, Jessie, went from Green county to DUPlin
county in 1772, wh ere they entered a large body of land in
Goshe n Swamp. Jessie later sold his land and returned to
Green county, where his brother Daniel was living. In the
year 1797, on January 17, Zachariah and Trea cy T urnag-e
made a deed of 140 acres of land in Duplin county to J essie
and Daniel Turnage, his brothers. Zachariah died in 1818
and will property to his brothers. Book D, P age 396 of
Deeds states that Da n iel sells to his brother , J essie Turnage,
all of the land left him by his brother, Zachariah Turnage,
of Duplin county.

Cader Turnige a lso inherited land from the estate of
Zachariah. Cader Turna ge a nd J ohn Watkins deeds t o Wil­
liam T urnage deed for ca use ; said land on north side of
Goshen Swam p a nd east s ide of Bear March. This land fell
t o Cade r Turnage from the estate of Zachariah. Others in­
heriting from said estate of Zachariah Turnage were
Thomas and Nancy Ward, both of Green county. A part of
this land f.)11 to Martin Kornegay and his wife, said to have
been a daughter of Zachariah a nd Treacy Turnage. Treacy
reserved her dower r ight in her husband's estate so long:
as she lived, or for the remainder of her life. This was in
1818. William Turnage purchased land from Wilson Hodges
in 1828 and John Francis Turnage deeds land to Jackso
T\Urnag~.

i iam [luA
lana ' ell
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William Turnage was th e son of Zachariah Turnage and
Treacy Turnage). Aft er the death of his father he sold aU
his land and with his son, James Turnage, moved to Harnet
county, N. C., where he died. Cader Turn age also a son of
Zachariah, made his will in 1824.

Copy of said will : In th e name of God Amen: Knowing
that all men were born to die, and after death the Judg­
ment, I leave my soul to God, and my body to be buried at
the discret ion of my friends. Aft er paying my just debts, I
give and bequeath to my cousin, Martha Ann Kornegay, one
heifer, and I give and bequeath to my cousin, Henry Blalock,
one cow. My horse, bridle and saddle to be sold and five dol­
la rs of the money I give to my siste r , Ann Kornegay. I also
give to my cousin, Nancy Jane Blalock, one spotted gill sow.
I give to my cousin, Ruthie Turnage, five dollars . The rest
of my property I give to my mother. I also leave to William
Turnage and Elya Bizzee to execute my last Will and Testa­
ment .
Dec. 17, 1824. CADER TURNAGE.
Duplin Co., N. C.
Witness :

Richard Keithl y Brigh t Sanderson.
This was the written will proven in open court by the

oath of Richard Keithl y.

J esse Turnage of Lenoir County and State of North Caro­
lina, in the yea r 1833, deeds land to Wm. Kornegay, for the
sum of $5,000, paid by said Wm. Korn egay to Jesse Turna~e.

This tract of land was in the counties of Wayne and Leno!r,
and on the drains of Panther Creek; butted and boundaries
as follows: "Beginning at the mouth of Huckleberr.y bran h,
t hen up the various carriers of said branch to a ~lIIe stan~­
ing near an old Ta rkle Bed at one of the head drams of Said
branch, etc,"

This was evidently the Jesse Tumage, brother of Za ha­
r iah, Daniel and William. Jess was about 9.0 . ea·s.Qt:
at this time. The sheriff attached land of. Will:
on Meadow Branch for the sum f 9.!l' ,



John Turnage (uncle of Needham C. Turnage) was born
April 16, 1872 . Lizzie B. Turnage (his wife) was born
August 25, 1872. Their children :

1 Sarah Estelle, born October 14, 1900. Died May 17, 1914,
2 James Irvin, born October 21 , 1902.
3 John Milton, born October 6, 1904.
<I Chalmers Lucile, born June 22, 1907. Married C. F.

Waller, April 17, 1928.
5 Linder Elizabeth, born August 19, 1913.
6 Graham Edward, born October 29, 1918.
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Turnage and his wife are the parents of four children,
two of whom are living. Emma married S. H. Massey, who
is manager of the Turnage and Dalton Store. Laura mar­
ried - Fulton.

J ohn Turnage (father of the above children), is a mem­
ber of the Missionary Bapt ist Church, and a staunch Demo­
crat. His sister , Molly Turnage, married Joseph H. Granger.
They reside at Wilson, North Carolina. They are the parents
of o;w child (Pauline), born 1894.

James Turnage of Harnet County was the fath er of John
Turnage. He first married Ann Daugherty. She was t he
mother of Sylvester Turnage of Smithfie ld, North Ca ro lina,
and of J essie Turnage (father of Needham C. Turnage)f
Th e second wife of James was Sara.h Hodges (mother ~._

John Turnage father of the above children), and Bert Tu f
f Wils~n Mills North Carolina. The daughters 0

~:~:soTurnage and S~rah (Hodges) Turnage wekre
L
: Mag-

A L married Fran ernon.gie, Bede, married -- ve: y, ou, ,
Cornelia married Dave Pari sh. d 'tb

James'Tu rnage (fOl:me.r.ly. of DUIlIin Count) m°1,'gn 1

hi.s ~a her, W~lham U1mlige, [II me nnt>
olina ab)J,ut 82 .
h'JJr:m!1![fil~ Uli fg

lien
. r m
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Duplin County in 1831. This was after William had moved
to Harnet County.

James Turnage, son of William Turnage, was a minister,
and a staunch member and worker in the Free Will Baptist
Church. The first Turnages of Duplin County were P!'imi_
tive Baptists, and charter members of the ch urch which Was
organized at Goshen Swamp.

James founded the Free Will Baptist Church at Hodges
Chappel in Harnet County and was pastor of same until his
death. He is buried in the chapel of the church. H e married
Ann Daugherty. They had eight chi ldren. Sylvester Tur­
nage, of Smithfield, Johnson County, being t he only one now
living.

His brother, Jesse Turnage, disappea red from home many
years ago, leaving a fami ly. It was never known if he met
with death in a strange land, 0 1' r emained away for ot her
reasons. Th e fo llowing chi ldren were by his first wife :
Charles, Junious, William, and J esse; daughters: Francis,
Alice and Sarah. Sylvester is the youngest of the family.

Children by the second wife were Burt of Wilson Mills,
North Carolina , John of Rocky Mount, and Jesse Turnage,
father of Needham Coy Turnage of Washington, D. C., and
Molly, Lou, Nellia, and Maggie Turnage.

Sylvester Turnage, son of James Turnage, and grandson
of William Turnage of Duplin County, married Sarah Avery.
He is a prosperous business man of Smithfield, Johnson
County, North Carolina, where he has resided for 35 years.
He followed farming for many years before coming to
Smithfield. His father, James Turnage, served in the Civil
War for four years.

Sylvester Turn.age IS a self-made man. He started out :in,JJ';,',.-:'
ife as eyers eX: on arm lielgngmg to a man by; he ~

e S el' . He s IY. ttl and 1 tim cased ar-m
all 11:0 n me r. SP. ming

n all u ~ so
m

a
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As was his custom duri ng vacat ions, he was employed in

a lunch room, tea store, straw hat factory, and a shirt fac­
tory in Balt imore, durine- his "esidepce in that city in 1908.

Mr. Tu rnage moved to Washington and studied at the
National University Law School, during which time he was
actively employed in a lunch room, and the following year
he entered th e law office of Alvin L. Newmeyer as clerk. He
read law and prepared himself for the legal profession. Suc­
cessfully completing his studies, he was admitted to the bar
on January 25, 1912, to practice before the District of Co­
lumbia Supreme Court and the District Court of Appeals.

On November 1,1912, he opened an independent office for
th e pract ice of his profession at 400 Fifth Street , moving
to the Federal building in October, 1913. His success was
assured from the beginning of his career, as he possessed a
surprising knowledge of the intracies of law, which he has
ever continued to supplement by constant study and re­
search.

His pleasant and affable personality brought him many
friends and clients, and he progressed rapidly although : on­
sistently until his superior ability was signally recognized
and appreciated by his appointment as Unite.d Sta.tes Com­
missioner, in which position he is now serving his second

term. hi di t . t
Needham Coy Turnage is known throughout IS I~ r~c

as an authority on various phases of litigation an? J.uns­
prudence, and is a contributor to professional perl.odl:als,
particularly the Peace Students' Magazine. His pUbl.lcatlOn~

are distin~uished by the consummat~ knowledge dls~laye
and the extreme clarity of style making them attractive to

everyone interested in law. . . . . t to
Although his success in professional activities attes s b

his thorough attention to these interest-s, he ~evo.t~d m:~d
of his leisure time to the affains of the Mlisoro~}r e.r ft

th m QUS arb",e on ., -he is prominent as an au or 0 . d d
t il ill t b,l,l!; euownesoni jurisprudel1G and . S Q S J'liKfi Lo.dge lIetl

many 6f which a re publlsl1 d m . d
His f ro ternal connections are with. SVt Johns
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Al ice a nd Sarah. Sylvester is the youngest of the fami ly,
a nd the only one now livi ng.

Copied from " Washington Past and Present" :
In the annals of the legal professi on in Washington, D. C.,

there a re few men whose re cor ds can equa l the rema rkable
ca reer of Needham Coy Turnage, wh o has risen to a Posit ion
of prominence as a n attorney and an educator by his OWn
energetic effor ts and an unwavering determination to sue.
ceed.

MI'. Turnage was left a n or pha n early in youth, but reo
fu sing to be discouraged in the face of adversity, he nobly
labored night and day t o secure the educational advantages
of which he has made such splendid use. In the province of
legal educat ion, he holds an honored post as professor of
law at Benjamin Franklin University, having received his
appointment in 1917, continuing ever since in the work of
imparting instruction to the students of accountancy at
this institution, with the exception of the first period, which
he spent in the United States army during the World War.

As United States Commissioner for the District of Co­
lumbia, he takes an active and sincere interest in every mat­
ter concerning the welfare of his fellow citizens and he lends
all his efforts to furthering the progress and development
of this community.

Mr. Turnage was born in Clayton, North Carolina, May
12, 1888, son of Jessie and Sarah Jane Turnage. Orphaned
at the age of 13 years, he moved to Wilson Springs, North
Carolina, where he was employed at the Wilson Sanitarium.
Thro gh the courtesy of the physicians of this institution h.
con1Jl e is sch06lihg, and at the age of 16 years was
l' n tl sah arshil! Ito the niYersity oi! North Caroli

i sse i a i illi i desire Ig YlI.llCe, lie 0
ag itiu 0 Iha ~

o""''''''a':; un I 16 • an li's

Foa in i 1:18 Ii 8 n
l'i s' n r.g 0 ,g i iBa tl

l'1e e ie lj in ti~~m
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I I, Free and Accepted Masons, in wh ich he is l~ast Master;
Mt . Vernon Cha pter No.3, Washington Counc il No. I , Co.
lumbia Commandery No.2, Knights of Templars, Almos
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
and St. Johns Lodge, Chapte r No. 18 ; Ord er of Eastern
Star, Columbia Historical Society, and North Ca rolina State
Society. He is a member of the Masonic and Eastern Star
Home. His professional affiliations are with the Dist r ict of
Colum bia Bar Associat ion.

In r eligious adherence he is a member of the Bethany
Baptist Church, while hi s socia l ac t ivit ies are confined prin.
cipally to the National P r ess Club, and the Beaver Dam
Country Club.

During the World War, Mr. Turnage enlisted in the
United States a rmy as a private and ser ved in the off ice of
the Provost Marshall Gene ral, bein g discharged with the
rank of Battalion Sergeant Mayor in December, 1918.

He is a member of George Washington Post American
Legion and was delegate to formation of Legion at St. Louis.

Needham Coy Turnage married Mable Cleveland God­
win, a very distinguished and talented lady, who possesses
considerable artistic ability, having had a piece of her em­
broidery accepted by the Smithsonian Institute, listed under
the concession No. of 59091, Accomach County, Virginia,
October 2, 1912. Mrs. Turnage is a member and past matron
of St. Johns Chapter No. 18, O. E. S. She is also a member
of the American Woman's Legion, Roosevelt Unit, Wash­
ington, D. C. ; Vice National President of the American
Woman's Legion in 1932.
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was born in Green County and died there. He was the
father of 1 ~ children , James Madison being the eldest. He
was born in 1843 and lived to be 89. He died in Pitt County
North Carolina. His wife is 93 and still living. They had
one son, J ohn, who lives in Greenville, North Carolina.
Elias Demoscus Turnage and his wife are both living. They
live in Kinston, Lenoir County, North Carolina. James Mad­
ison was a private in the Civil War. Joseph, the grandfath­
er , was killed in action in the Confederate Army. (See war
record). Elias Demoscus had no children.

Daniel Turnage was the son of Emanuel Turnage, and
Emanuel was the son of Luke, who was the son of William
Tu rnage of Pitt County, North Carolina .

On t he 20th day of April, 1777, William Turnage sold
and delivered to his son, Luke Turnage, certain lands situ­
ated in sai d county of Pitt. Emanuel Turnage left home
at the age of 18. He became angry, because his fath er sold
his pony, and ra n away. He made his way to Florida.
He attended school but very littl e and was unable to
wri te. He therefore soon lost contact with his people in
North Carolina . He married in Florida, later going to
Georgia. His wife was Rebecca Sellers. Emanuel had a
brother, William, who went to Georgia and lived to be very
old. He died there. J ames was the youngest brother of Em­
anuel. He lived in Lenoir County, North Carolina.

Emanuel's son, Daniel, was born in 1833, in Semino.le
County, Georgia. He was married tWic~ and ~ad six chi l­
dren by each wife. His wife was Priscilla ( ~Ichols) ~ur­

nage, They were married in Florida. Their children: FIrst
wife-Daniel Stollie, Francis, Ellen, Adolphos and Mathew.
By second wife-Leon, Dicey, Thody, Alice, Hilliard, R?full
R. Rufus R. Tu rnage is living in New London, Connecticut.
He has the following children: Theodore E bonn Novembe:
11 1~20 ' George ,D., born Eebl1ual'¥ 14, 192a, .

MJ's. D. B. TQlnage 11 eSl a gmonia Git~, . Jo Id ~oM~
Ellen (l'u nage) GQI ali Ii ¢ D.onalds ~ I
( ut illllu Ii TUj;nng j l Ill( b~onalC1~ . lj .011 ia
e, B rl a 1St s;' _~;--"'·"'"Qal)Jcl's brothers were Alva, Q.y. a. ,

~_1I!!S.1iI__1IIIIIiIIiI~..:..::::li;;3
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~f his ?roth.er , W~ lIiam Isaac, who was his guardian, he
hved With him unt il he married in 1914.

T.he ear ly education of Joe Lawrence was in the poorly
equipped rural schools of Camp County, Texas. He attended
school some four or five month s dur ing the year. This of
c?urse, gave very little stimulus for him to secure an educa­
tion, In fact, for two or three years after the death of his
motl~er, he a~tended school very little. At the age of 14 he
was III what IS now the equivalent of the fifth grade. It was
t~~'o~gh the assistance and encouragement of his brother,
\\ Il~Jam Isaac, that he attended a pri vat e boarding school
durm~ th.e fall and. winter months for five or six years,
stopping III the spring to make a crop. After he attended
this school for a part of several school terms, he took an
examinat ion for a teacher's certificate, and through the
generosity of the board of examiners, he was granted a sec­
ond grade county certificate.

It was on this certificate that he taught his first schooj in
1909-1910, in a one-teacher rural school in Camp County,
Texas, at a sa lary of $45 per month for a term of four and
one-ha lf months. At the close of his first school he entered
the North Texas State Normal College, Denton, Texas,
where he attended the spr ing and summer terms. The next
year he tau ght in a one-teacher rural school at Mount Gil­
lead in Ta rran t County, Texas, at a sa lary of $60 per month
for a six-months term. He saved enough money by being
very economical to attend the North Texas State Normal
School dur ing the school term of 1911-1912. He finished
the three years course in this college in summer terms, thus
graduating with the spring class of 1914. He then served
two years as principal of a four-teachers rural school at
Hopewell, in Camp Count , Texas.

In 1914 he had some political aspirations. B canvassed
his home county of Camp as It candidate .for Count~ 01 IY.
He was elected to this. Qffil;e by a pll1)jalj y of It'liee o~s.

At the expiratiQfi of \Va t a ount lel1 Ii in
entere the t~cJiin~ n ' 1]; Qt QcatlOn h s
continuously l:ieen engajted With til ex ept!.Ql1! ~
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a a nd Velma. Velva lives at Deland, Florida. She is ma r.

ried to -- Hin ton. Ross Neely Turnage lives at Norfolk,
Virginia .

Am os T urn age, son of Wm. Turnage, of Green County,
North Caro lina , migrated to the state of Alabama. He set­
tled on a la rge plantation in Coffee County and di ed t here.
The plantat ion fe ll to his son, Isaac. Isaac was born in 185.1.
He was 18 yea rs of age wh en hi s father died. About the
year 1871-2, Isaac went to Texas, and in 1875 he mar r ied
Letha Carpenter . They had the following children:

I , Wal ter J. died January 24, 1932; 2, William Isaac ' 3, ,
J immie, wh o died wh en a child ; 4, Nobie married 1. B. Pil.
grim. She died 1910. He died 1913; 5, Samue l; 6, Joe Law­
rence; a nd 7, Annie. She married Charles F. Efurd. Isaac
Turnage of this issue died in Texas, A ugust 11, 1898. His
wife was born February 16, 1856, and died Ma y 30, 1900.

Isaac was born on his father's Plantation ; h is sister, Sa­
vania, remained there until her death, some t ime afte r 1873.
William Amos Turnage of Mississi ppi a nd h is brothers,
Thomas and Moses. (I was informed that Amos had a
brother William, but in as much as his name was William
Amos, it is not plausible that there would be two Williams
in the family. ) He had a son, Thomas Travers, a nd a son ,
William, and ot hers. This William Amos, of Mississippi,
and Amos of Alabama were cousins.
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Spelg.ht, Nov.ember 26 , 1874. They celebrated their golden
wedd llJ ~ annIversary 1.92.1. They have seven sons: 1, Joshua
Roland: 2, Mark Les.he ; 3, Collier A.; 4, Aaron Calhoun;
5, Da~ ld Lee; 6, Jul ius Moore; 7, Lester Earl. He states
th at hIS people have been Primitive Baptist as far back as
he knows an y thing of the family history.

Aaron Paloius Tu rnage was born August "I 1849 H''f - , . IS
WI e was born May 3, 1854. She lives in the same house
where she came as a bride 58 years ago from 1933.
A~ron . Calhoun Tu rnage married Maybelle Flanigan.

Their children are : Evelyn Hope, Carrie Speight, Carman
and Aaron C., Jr. Julius Moore married Lena Thomas, had

.one child who died at eight months.
Lester Lee married Wesley Laughinghouse. They had

three children: Leslie, Jr. aged 11, 1933; Mary Ann, aged
5 ; J ohn Wesley, aged 2.

David Lee served in World War, U. S. Navy (single).
Child of M. L. Turnage, Ma ri on, grandson of Aaron Tur­

nage, married Georgia --, born in Nevada , Carson City.
Their children were : Gertrude, who Jives in Los Angeles,
California, and works in Secur ity First National Bank ;
Clarence (only son ) ; Marion, aged 18 ; Francis, aged 17.

Brothers of Aaron Paloius Turnage : Henry Calhoun
(Confederate Vet) deceased. Their children: Floyd C. (in
World War) lives at Chapell IIiII, North Carolina, married
Marie Worsley. Maud married Sam Parker, Capitola mar­
ried Hardy Johnson, Myrtle married Dr. Edgar Lane, Pine
Tops, North Carolina; Ethel married Earl Travathan,

Moses B. married Ca roline Ruff (both deceased). Three
children : William Jason, of F a rmvill , North Carolinia :
Robert C. was killed by a Negro about a m ile from Farm­
ville on the old h me pia e. Th body was discovered ~y

William JllSon his OX he '. A g;l' \ ho was II s rVl\Dt 111

ili £l}IJ1 iL hall s h Q r J,d lling Robel' .
ill n eil R I 1 it alm l\red n h

,~""5~'
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~919-1921, when he was engaged in the ~roce~'y business in
Pittsburg, Texas. He was not content~d III this vocation, So
he sold his grocery business in the spring of 1921 and in the
summer of that year he entered the East Tex as State Teach.
er 's College, Commerce, Texas. It was by teaching dUring
the regular school terms and att.ending sc hoo l during the
summer terms that he completed III 1926 t he wor k required
for graduation for a Bachelor of Science Deg r ee in the East
Texas State Teacher's College, Comme rce, Tex as. The next
summer he entered the University of Texas, Aust in , Texas.
It was by continuing the plan of teaching during the regular
school terms and attending school d ur ing the summer terms,
that he completed in 1931, the wo rk r equired by the Uni-
versity of Texas for the Master of Arts Degree in Educa­
t ion.

He served as superintendent of schools at Caddo Mills,
Texas during t he school t erm, 1922-1923. From 1923-1929,
he served as principal of the J . H. Hill elementary school,
McKinney, Texas. In the summer of 1929, after he had been
re-elected for the seventh term in McKinney, he was of­
fered the principalship of the Anderson Elementary an
Junior High school in Orange, Texas. This was considered
as an unusual promotion in his profession since he wa
serving as principal of a school with an enrollment of a ­
proximately 350 students with ten teachers to a school wit
an enrollment of approximately 725 students with 20 teac
ers. He accepted this position in which capacity he is now
serving his fourth year.

On August 16, 1914, he married Carrie Belle Cadenh
By this marriage has been born three children, E1l I ,
Mabel and Leon C. Turnage.
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made a search fOI' Robert and found he had been mun!ered.
He had his throat cut and had been knocked in the head
with the handle of a double barreled shot gun. The .negro,
who had not been suspected, asked permission t o dn ve the
hearse to the cemetery. His actions aroused the suspicions
of the coroner, An investigation was made and the negro
when questioned, confessed to the crime a nd was hung:
April 26, 1899.

Lily, married Harvey Williams, of Lagrange, North Caro_
lina.

William Jason, married Ora Smith. They had three chi],
dren: Allen Hal, Major in U. S. Marines, World Wa r v«,
Pontagum, Virginia; Harvey Will iam Turnage, married
Mable Galoway. He was a World War Veteran, leaving in
the first draft from P itt County; William J., Jr. (single).

The third brother of Aar on Turnage was Theodore L.
He married Emily May. Their children were: May L., mar­
ried George Moore. They live in Farmville, North Carolina;
Theodore Ca r l, married Cora Moore. Their children : Theo,
dore C., Jr. , attending Naval Academy in Anapolis ; Sereen
(single) ; Bernice; Benjaman Otto, married Lillian Whit
field; Julia, sister of Aaron, married W. R. Field. They had
four children: Dameron, Gorden, Bennett, Redden. All are
living. Theodore L. Turnage was born May 1,1843. He died
May 1, .1916. Emily E . Turnage, born March 26, 1849, died
1919. Emily, their daughter, was born May 7, 1889. sn
married Albert Coy Monk, Sr., December 22, 1911. Ti}'e:
have three children: Albert Coy, Jr., born September l~,
)1914' Robent Turnage Monk, born January 1&, 1919; \W
Iiam G.aJbot, born Aligusi' 7, 1926
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5, 1839, was married Dec I zoem ier ~ , 1855 and died February
1918. She left th e follOWing children: Louisa Glendora b .'
October 13 1856 di d M ' ornD "Ie ay 19, 1909, married Richard Edgar

uncan, January 3, 1882. He was born September 3, 1854
so.n of Isaac Duncan. Addie Alice, born April 6, 1859. Hel:
til st husband , J. E . Patton. They were married February
19, 1 ~74 . Th~y had one son, Guy, born March 16, 1875. He
marned L?the Morrison, March, 1904. She was the daugh­
ter of David Turnage. Third daughter of Sarah, Ruby Hew­
lett , was born June 15, 1865. She married J. H. McElroy
November 29, 1881. '

T. G. Hewlett was born J une 9, 1865. Lily was born March
5, 1868, died, age four: Flora was born September 21, 1873,
deceased ; Graves was born October 28,1 870; May was born
Janua ry 10, 1876 ; Roy was born December 4, 1878

The last will and testament of Mrs . Addie 1\1. Turnage:
Filed in Office Dec. 22nd 1902 county of Lafayette.

Knowing the uncertainty of life and the infa llible cer­
tainty of death, I, Addi e M. Turnage of the state and county
first above written, being of sound mind and proper and
disposing memory do make thi s my last Will and Testament ,
revoking all other Wills , parts of Wills and codicils, and I
do hereby revoke all previous Wills and codicils : Item One :
Having trusted my soul to Jesus Chr ist and having a lively
hope of a resurrection through Him, I wilt and desire that
my body shall have a decent Christian burial. Item Two :
I will and desi re that my docter bill and that th e expense of
my last illness and burial expenses be paid out of any effects
that r may have.

Item Three : I will and desire that all of my: just debt be
paid as soon after my death as it may be conveni nt.

Item Four : r will and bequ th to my belov d sist er ;n;-
issa. G. Shelha all that t ra laJllil (des '1 .on hind

follows) She :mentions 'lin la an.d n Bea lin
nea S 'n JIl ;P 01

ell) W31I be liI\i',<"H"-!o/\'

''''.....~ eUJ.a (ce n lantIs'.
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This Will was signed by Amos Tu rnage a nd witnessed by

W. H. Williams A. Guthery & R. N. Sto wers. July 1863.
Said Will was probated Mar. 186'1. Amos died during the
winter of 1863. William Amos T urnage was born in 1812.
He was the eldest of the three sons of E manuel Tu rnage
and his wife.

The Will of the late Amos Turnage and h is wi fe Eliza­
beth (Askew) Turnage, As to -wit: (The land which he
wills to his children is in Township 8 of Range 5 W. in Pan­
ola County, Mississippi. Book E E. P age 131.)

Addie 1\1. Turnage deeds this same land (which was
her share in the will), to her sister Na rcissa Shelba includ­
ing all lands, interests, and other property left her by the
will of her parents, Am os a nd Elizabeth Turnage. Narcissa
Shelba, da ughter of Amos Turnage married second husband
by name of W. A. Bacon , a missionary Baptist preacher. He
induced her s ister, Addied Turnage, to will all her posses­
si ons t o his wife Narcissa. Book P P Page 231, State of
Mississippi, Lafayette County. This deed of conveyance,
made this 16th day of May, 1898, between N. C. Shelby and
Adelene M. Turnage of the first part and Andrew Crosby
of the second part, all of the above county and state: To
witness that the said N. G. Shelby and Adelene M. Turnage
for and in consideration of thirty bales of cotton, each
weighing 500 Ibs. of good middling cotton, three bales of
which has been paid for; others to be paid in anual install­
ments of three bales each beginning first of Nov., etc. Book
ir, l>,age 1~9.

ool' «1, Eage 42 ~ Joseph Taylor to Mrs. E. Turnag
~~u~st~ !lea Feb ':l, 187.5, sold and conveyed to C. Mey.ell
a [ I'i t-o d II atilt, nd TI C] mop-se colo ed mul

isei:l Ii I a 1"s li'a Ite ~an :wrte"d
E ~&

o' ~

a
m

on
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Thom as: mother was a very zealous Chr ist ian lady. She

would go III to th e orchard every day at the same hour, to
pray for Thomas. She prayed that he might become con­
vert~d . While .he was in Washington, D. C., he was deeply
convicted of sin, and at five o'clock in the afternoon, at the
very hour his mother was praying for him, he was con.
verted. This was just ten days before he died.

The Tu rn idges (Turnages) and the Tysons have inter­
married for the past 150 years ; where one hears of Tysons,
they will find Turnages. Corne lius Tyson I. came to Dutch.
town, Pennsylvania about 1680. Dutchtown is a suburb of
Philadelphia. Cornelius Tyson's tomb is said to be the oldest
now standing in America . It is located in Dutchtown. Cor.
nelius had a son named Mathias, who moved to North Caro­
lina and sett led on Slades Creek in Beaufort County. He
died about 1711, and left five sons, and one daughter, Suo
sannah. The sons were : John, Edward, Thomas, Edwin and
Samuel .

Thomas Tyson, had a son named Moses Tyson who was
born January 12, 1728, and died May 15, 1803. lie left three
sons and several daughters. One son was named Noah. One
daughter married Beddard ; one daughter married Patrick;
one daughter married Allen, and two of the daugh~ers mar­
ried brothers named Mears. All have descendants III North
Carolina.

Noah Tyson's first wife was Elizab eth Moore', She was
born July 23, 1878 and was the daughter of Wadkin Moore.
She died October 25, 1825.
~ N h Tyson and Elizabeth's children: Ham was born July

oa '1 "2 1782 Noah II was23 1780. Japeth was born Apri - , . . .
, D b 1 1784 and died January 4, 1788. Silas wasborn ecem er • . h T

born August 10, 1786 and died November 4, 1788. Noa y-
son's wife Elizabeth, died Octob I' 20,1788. After he\death,
Noah Tys~n I married her sister, Nise Moore, on Fe JiU~J;)l
22 1790 Nis; Moore and Noah Tyson 1. had the. f~~Q~mg.
children; Silas II. born November 14, 1'1911; ~os:e~.1 ~~
F b 22 1792 ' Ichabad, born Novem...e \!e ruary, 1
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Item Six : 1 Will and bequeath t~ my beloved sister, Sally

W. Hewlett, foul' hundred dollars 111 currency:
Item Seven: 1 Wil! and bequeath to t he hell:s of my de.

ceased brothel', Daniel T. Turnage, ten dollar~ 111 Currency.
Item Eight: 1 Will and bequeath to the helr~ of my de.

ceased brothel', Thomas T. Turnage, ten dollal'~ 111 currency.
Item Nine: 1 Will and bequeath to the heirs of my de.

ceased sister, Amanda Stephenson, ten dollars il~ currency.
Item Ten: 1 Will and bequeath to my beloved SIster , Nar.

cissa C. Shelby, all the personal property that I may die
seized and possessed of.

Item Eleven: 1 hereby appoint my beloved sister , Nar.
cissa C. Shelby, my executor, to carry out the provisions
and direction of this my last will and Testament, and it is
my will and desi re that no bond shall be required of her
and that she be not required t o account to any Court.

In witness of a ll of which I hereunto set my hand and
affix my seal this the 28th day of April in the year 1902.
Signed and seal ed in the presence of Addie M. Turnage (L.
S.) the undersigned witnesses Apr. 21, 1902.

Thomas Travers Turnage was the son of Amos and Eliza­
beth (Askew) Turnage. Thomas's wife was named Naoma.
They had the following children: W. A. Turnage, Jordan
Lee, George, David, Jessie Ann, Kate, and Ida May, 0

Ceuro, Texas. She married Holcomb. She is the las~
of this generation now living. Thomas was the grandson 0

Emanuel Turnage and Morning (Travis) Turnage. H'
father, Amos, owned a plantation in Panola County, M' •
sissippi, Where he died. Thomas died near Holly Wood, M'
sippi on his old plantation in Marshall County in the y ~
1867. His son, Jordan Lee Turnage, was state senator fr
Mississippi and chairman of the Prohibition Committee.
helpe11 to frame the laws for the same. He was pastol1 0

e Baptist CHurch at Satillip, Mississippi. Thomas's so
IF)ay.ia, :and W. A. Turltage, we e bot\'( Baptist 1~ e .

, ffiu n.age died at B~aumont lJe* s, lW!i:er H' 0
'$ tim HVing.
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Grace born November 11, 1794. There were others Whos
na me; are unknown. Noah 1. married Sally Tucker. She wa:
baptised by Eld. Moore 1825, at Red Banks. She was a
daughter of Kellie Tucker. She died about 1856.

The children of Noah 1. and Sally Tyson were as follows'
Moses Tyson I. married -- had a son Cornelius, mar:

ried, and died, prior to 1780. Grandchild ren : Moses mar_
ried -- Sherod; Mary ma rried Benjaman May; Moses n.
married -- his children were : Tamar, married Johnathon
Mears ; Enoch ; Mary married Wm. Becker; Rachel married
J . Allen; Tina married J oshua Patrick; Naoma married
J ames Mears; Moses married A. Nelson; Esther married A.
Nelson; Nora married Henery Tyson; J oa b married Ann
J oin er ; Moses III. marri ed -- their children were '.
Sherod, who married A. Harper; Moses IV., who married
--; Martha, who married Benjaman Becker ; Orphia , who
married Alfred Moye; Seth, who married Lena Ha rper .

Sherod, born December 17,1 809, died N ovember 23,1875;
Eliza married William May Blaney and di ed young; Sara
J . died young; Naoma, died young ; Zelphia, died young;
Marga ret married Henery She ppa r d ; Emily married Moses
Tu rnage ; She ro d married Nancy Jane Turnage; Richard L.
married Margaret Turnage. Mary, born 1748, died 1800'
Elizabeth died 1836; Mary, daughter of Cornelius, married
Benjarnan Young. Their children: Benjamin, marrie
Grimes; William married Susan Forbes; James marrie
Harriet Williams ; Polly (Mary) m arried Samuel Vine, J
Sally married James St ant on . There were several other
names not known.

sh ami'eel Ma~

a a>F. ie.
I

eli I

u ['..v.:
e s
e

l;
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Turnage; John 1st .' d
3 'd F . B man ie Martha Joiner ; 2nd Betty Cobb

I annie yman; Warre di d . . '
D. A. Pebbles' R b . n Ie. young; WIlham married
\v ..' dB ' 0 ert W. marned Carrie Byman ; Nancy

. mal lie . F Moore' All' V .
CI ild . f' ,Ie. marned Walter Newton.

• . 1~ len 0 . Thomas King and Martha A. (Turnage)
h.ll1~, .J ohn .1\1. first ~arried Lucy Jones, second Lucy
(Joiner) Atkinson Benjarnan married BI'I'ddl' j" . R' hI W . e vmg ; IC-
an . mar ned Mattie Moye; Henery T. married Blanch
D~'aul,rton; .Seth Tyson King married Laura Harper; Moses
Kll1g ma rried M~rtha Joiner. They had the following chil­
dren: Seth marned Mary Moore; Joel B. married Banner
Parker ; Lanie married 1\1. C. D. Horton; Arcena married
Hemerick Hooker ; Zelphia married \Y. H. Wilkenson'
Orphia died young. '

Children of Seth King and Mary King : Lucy, who mar­
ried Taylor Barnes ; Ada married W. Y. Swain ; Mary Ellen
married J oab Tyson. Their children: Frank, Blaney, Seth,
Van, J oel.



Noah lIelwl'y Turnag G · C .S . ~ e, J een ounty, Township Jas en
now IIIIl, North Carolina, married Ava Gray, who was

born February 24, 1866 in Green County. She was 57 veal's
10 mon,ths 27 days at death. Occupation, farmer and ~iller.
Father s name was Joseph Turnage of Green County North
Carolina. l\I~ther's name was Nan cy Sugg of Green' County,
North Carohna. Date of death was January 25, 1924. Cause
of death, cancer of liver and kidneys . Buried in Mewborne
Cemetery. Book 4, page 77. C. H. fi les.

Ma ry Ava Turnage, wife of Noah He~ry Turnage, was
the daughter of John Parrott and Edith Ann (Gray) Par­
rott . She was born May 22, 1871. The family of Noah
Henery and Ma ry Ava Turnage are as follows : Retha Gold,
born Februa ry 27, 1891 ; Emma Gertrude, born November
25, 1892 ; Joseph Lester, born March 22, 1895 ; John Roland,
born August 27, 1897; Nann ie Virginia, born September
30, 1899 ; Edith Estelle, born April 26, 1902 ; Nellie Gray,
born January 1, 1906; Lucy Inez, born October 2, 1907;
Henery Bailey, born April 6, 1912 ; Annie Ava, born No­
vember 3, 1915.

Th e abov e Joseph Turnage was a gra ndson of Joseph Tur­
nage I. of Green County. He was the son of William Levin
Turnage. William Levin's sons were : Joseph, Sylvester and
Jackson. Noah Hensrv Turnage was a cousin of El ias Tur­
nage. The family of Noah Henery Turnage have always re­
sided in Green County and are highl y respected and es­
teemed. They have a beautiful home in Snow Hill and a
large and productive farm in the count ry a short distance
from the city, where they have their own fishing. lake and
grist mill, and other commoditi es, whi h make It a very
modern count ry home. The girls are all.s.1n~le exc~pt Emma,
One son is single. The~ al l liv at J1(jm~ .Wlth their moth :
Th e f our older giFts all ha v.el good P08.itwl1.l\.. he QungeI
Annie, is sCiJI ~lJ; selioO). Namli ente. ell ra m.n Tl g
Memor ial 11 sp ita! at Kingst 11, Notth al'llJI!.J.a
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nage, Corn elius Tyson d J I o
I iff i 1776 . an 0111 Tyson. Abraham Tyson wass len III .
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Thomas Hooker; Joseph Turnage,. g.ra~dson of Emanuel
Turnage, went to the state of MisSISSIppI.

Seneta Tyson, born August 31, 1807, married first wn.
Iiam Levin Turnage, who was the son of J oseph Tu m age II.,
who served in the war of 1812. He was a brother of Elias
Turnage II. This Elias was the father of J ames Madison
and Elias Demoscus Turnage. Will ia m Levin Tu m age and
Senetta , his wife, were the parents of J oseph II., Sylvester
and Jackson, Wm. Levin and Exum Turnage. H is daughter,
Elizabeth, was born October, 1812. She ma rried Stax and
later Olliver Beddard. Their chi ldren were: Hollon , born
April 12, 1816, married Abner Smith (he died in South
Carolina); Sophie married a Ha rt. She di ed in Texas.
Lemuel went to Tennessee when yo ung , and evidently
died there. Sam, born Ma rch 13, 1823, di ed in Mexican
War; Benjarnan, born April 23 , 1826, died young; Sally
Ann, born March 25 , 1828, married J osiah Cox; June, 1845
was baptised with her husband July, 1847, at Hancock's
Church by Elder Lanian Griffin . She was the mother of 11
chi ldren, si x gir ls a nd five boys. One son, Lawrence, was
born August 9, 1836. There were Absley, Ann and Lucretia.
Elizabeth Halt was the daughter of Wm. Levin Turnage
and Senetta (Tyson) Turnage. John Smith was a son 0

Hollon, Elizabeth's son by second husband. He was born
November 17, 1836. Lawrence David Tyson (senator)
born in Greenville, North Carolina, July 4, 1861; son 0

Richard Lawrence Tyson, and Margaret Louise (Turnagel
Tyson; graduated Military Academy, 1883; L. L. B., Uni­
versity of Tennessee, married Bettie Humes McGhee 0

Knoxville, Tennessee, February 10, 1880; second Iieuten
1!int h United States infantry, June 13, 1883; first lieuteJia

c.lJ bl!r '1!5 , 1889 ; professor Military Science and Tact" ,
!i~enSI f men ssee, J!B~h · a a m itted to the bal:, 'U8

es' e 0 'l;e t e ~l'Jtl I 'A Ilil 15, 1891> ; p
n I e [ 1' n II n , ~e
m nes I' n R M

11 ~I i
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N
°lsI1a\h Turnage was a brother of Joseph, the father of

oa I enery Turnage.
.Emanuel Tu~·n.age sells land to Joseph Turnage, 1816

witnessed by WIlham Turnage. Elias Turnage to Joseph Tur-
nage, 1816. Moses Turnage deeds land 1816 A T

8
. ' . mas ur-

nage, 1 16. TraVIS Turnage, 1816. Lewis Turnage, 1816.
Thomas Turnage, 1771 , sells land to George Turnage Green
County, North Carolina. '

J ohn Travis Turnage marr ied Mart ha Wade, January 13,
1832. She was born October 2, 1869. Their children were:
Joseph Leon, born November 6, 1892 ; Herman Hampton
born August 20, 1894 ; Ethel , born December 1, 1896, died
Dece~ber 12, 1898 ; Misouri Alease, born April 20, 1899,
married Robert Lee Albr itton, December 29, 1920 ; Esther
Mildred, born May 8, 1902 ; J ohn Ha rvy, born January 9,
1904 ; Henery Miller, born J anuary 13, 1906; Lois Maybelle,
born February 3, 1908 ; Jewell Martha, born June 23, 1910,
died July 31, 1917.

On page 306, History of Tennessee is the following rec­
ord: The first settlements in th e territory, which afte r­
wards became Tipton County, were made by General Jacob
Tipton in 1821; by Jesse Benton below the third Chickasaw
Bluffs; by H. Yarbrough on Indian Creek ; and by Henery
Turnidge and others on Big Creek. The county was named
for Captain Jacob Tipton, who fell in St. Clairs defeat near
Fort Washington in 1791, and who was the father of Gen­
eral Tipton. The county court was organized in 1823 at the
house of Nathaniel Hartsfield, about one mile south of Cov­
ington. Covington, the county seat , was located on lands
donated by John C. McLenore and Tyre Rhodes. The con­
stitution of 1834 having prOVided Ol' the formation 0 a
new county (lull of ter.ritory ] in~ between Itatchi and
1\'on}{eil 11, 1Ll3uile dale wa§ e lbl shed in 1 CS, teay,i'n
'iI"Il c i 116 aa ' ~t II by m 11 fit.: -
pia @

~e . t

tip
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1924 after her father's death. She grad uated within t hree
years and took th e state examinat ion at Ra leigh, NOl'th
Carolina, passing with high honors. She has been very SUe.

cessful in her work as a nurse. For the past three yea rs she
has lived in Goldsboro, North Carolina, nursing.

William Levin Turnage, and Senetta (Tyson) Turnage
were the parents of Joseph Turnage of this issue. Noah
Henery's brothers were as follows: John Travis, born No.
vember 25,1867; Doc. Aquilla Lee , born May 1,1869 ; Wy.
att Columbus, born March 2, 1871 ; William Levin I I. , born
April 4, 1875; Lulu Virginia, born October 7, 1877 ; J oseph
Turnage.son of William Levin 1.,was born May 21, 1834. His
brother Sylvester Brown Turnage, was born June 24, 1828.
Sylvester Brown Turnage presented a bible t o hi s son in
the year 1853, July 24. That bible is st ill in t he family. It
is at present in the possession of the Williard family of
Greenv ille, North Ca ro lina, descendants of Sylvester Brown
Turnage.

Joshua Mew borne, a Baptist minister, married Emma
Turnage of Snow Hill, North Carolina, Green County. She
was the daughter of Noah Henery Turnage and Mar.
(Gray) Turnage. Joshua Mewborne was born March 21
1888. They have the following children: Thelma Gertrude,
born April 7, 1914. She is a student at Duke Ul1iversit~,

Durham, North Carolina; Alma Evelyn, born October 3
1915, attended East Carolina Teacher's College at Green­
ville, North Carolina; Emma Dorris, born August 6, 19
Grace Winifred, born September 18, 1919; Joshua E ., P.
January 26, 1922; Henery Turnage Mewborne, born Jun
24, 1924; Ruth Clemente, born May 20, 1926; Eddith, n
born August 16, 1929; John Moses, born May 12, 1!;}i{2.
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Family of Sylvester B. 'I'urnage : Sylves ter Brown Tur.

nage was born th e 24th day of J une, 182.8. Virgi nia Ann
Turnage, his wife, was born 1832. She died at Kingston
North Carolina, October, 1 872~ age 40. Sylvester Turnag~
died in Kingston, North Ca rolina , Decem ber, 1866 , age 38
years, five months, six days. He was poisoned by a COlored
woman servant, who confessed on her death bed. SYlvester
B. Turnage and Virginia Ann Wall ace were ma rried the
15th day of January, 1850. William Wallace, son of Syl,
vester Turnage and Virginia Ann Turnage, was born the
20th day of June, 1851. He died Se ptember 29, 1881. Wil,
Iiam Wallace Turnage and Virgi nia Hering were married
May 28, 1868. George Augustus Tu rn age, son of Sylvester
B. and Virginia Turnage, born October 24, 1858, died 1855,
age one year, five months, five days. Mary Turnage, born
1856. Annie Brown, da ughter of Sylvester and Virginia
Turnage, born September 17, 1866.

Chi ldren of Will iam Wall ace Turnage and Virginia (Her­
ing ) Turnage : Sarah Virginia , born April 11, 1869; Joseph
Turnage, born J anuary 1, 1871 ; Ida May, born September
26, 1874 ; Nora, born July 2, 1877; Meikin Turnage, bor
J anuary 28, 1878.

Sylvester Brown Turnage was born in Green Count ,
North Ca rolina . His daughter, Mary Elizabeth, born 1856,
married Walter Willard. He was born in 1847 and died
1921. Reubin Wallace, born 1801, died 1872. His wife, Ann
Caswell, born 1815, died 1855. Virginia Wallace, daughtej
of Reubin Wallace and Ann (Caswell) Wallace. Ann C ­
well was the daughter of Delham Caswell, son of Richa
Caswell, who was born 1729, died 1789. He married Sara
Heratage. Richard Caswell was the fourth grandfather
Walter Williard of Green County, North Carolina. He w.
g overnor of North Carolina seven times.

Cllildren of Mary Elizabeth enur.nag ) Wil4w
,"f,:;:!~a~l r Will d : a G. b.Ql1n :79 ; 0 gee ~ v e !'l@

aua b n Hl8, ieil 90 are C"e n a
s ~ n n )I 9
~L.... :illa ii
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brothers ' Ma 'k J' e a so states that his mother had three
gra ndfati1er «~vi oe and. ~eorge; and that his mother's

I T 10 was Wilham Levin Turnage son of Josep I ul'llage II f G ,-
(I S

. 0 reen County was full blooded Scotch'
ie was cotch I " h) A '

) . - rrs . number of the Turnidges (Tur,
nNag.ets

l
cmlgl:ated to South Carolina and to Georgia from

01 1 arolina ,

~he following is in the archives at the State Historical
Society, .at Columbia , South Carolina: William Turnage
enters bill for payment of horse and saddle in Revolution .
a ry. War. ~They told me th at this bill and another _ claim
which I did not copy, had never been paid).

On Janua ry 6, 1794, the State of South Carolina: To all
to w~lOm these presents shall come, Greet ing : Know ve.
that m persuan ce of an act of the Legislature Entitled"An
act for establishing th e mode of granting the lands now
vacant in this state and for allowing a commutation to be
received for some land s that have been granted, passed the
19th Feb. 1791."

Jessie Raymond Turnage, son of Elias Turnage and
Laura (Ormond) Turnage, and grandson of Elias and Susan
Turnage, who were born in Green County , North Carolina.
The children of Elias and Susan Turnage were as follows :
Moses, Joseph, James, Amos and Elias (father of Jessie
Raymond) Turnage. Daughters were Addie, wife of Parrot
Hardy, of Lenoir County. Sally, \ rife of Moses Campbell,
who went to Florida. Nancy was the grandmother of Eva
Turnage, who married J essie Raymond Turnage and Was
born at Ormandsville, Green County, North Carolina, Aug­
ust 3, 1882. Elias Turnage, grandfa th r of Jessi R was
born on his father's p lantation near Farmville, Pitt County
North Oarolina whene he spent his IT ire life, and died in, .
1857. He was an uncle to a rI U a 0 'Fa'm JUe.; l"

many years he had been -an tenstve plant 11 and I e
holder. He stood high in public regard as a cm en. i ON
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Elias, father of J essie R. Turnage, was born Feb~'ua ry, 1850,
on his father 's plantation in Pitt County, belll~ but sil(
years of age when his father died . H~ grew up III t~e old
neighborhood and was one of the ea rhest merchants In the
rapidly g rowing village. In 1878, he moved to ~rmands.

ville, North Carolina, and fo r 30 years was a lead lllg mer.
chant there. He retired from business in 1908 and came to
Ayden, Nor th Carolina. Here his life close d in 1915. He Was
active in polit ics and was a sta unch Democrat. He was a
mem ber of the Methodist church. In Masonry he Was a
mem ber a nd a past master of Hoo ke r to n Lodge A. F. and
H. M. at Ormandsville. He married Laura Ormand, who Was
born there in March, 1858. She was a member of on e of the
early and prominent families of that section. Mrs. Turnage
resided in Ayden, until her death.

E lias Tu rnage and Laura (Ormand) Turnage had seven
chi ldre n. J essie Raymond was the second born; the next
being Olga, wh o married Will M. Edwards, a merchant of
Ayden; the next is Lucy; Ray L. Turnage is a business man
of Ayden ; Lloyd is also engaged in business in the same
town. He is a veteran of the World War, with 13 months
of honorable military service to his credit. Leslie died in
Ayden in 1919. Jennie died in 1924. Jessie Raymond at­
tended public schools at Ormandsville in boyhood, but com­
pleted his high school at Durham, North Carolina, from
which class he graduated in 1900. He then entered Trinit
College where he remained a student in the Academic d ­
partrnent until 1902. In that year he returned to Ormand
ville, and assisted his father in the store for two years, a iI
from that time to the present, has been prominently iden 1­

tied in the mercantile business in Ayden.
The First National Bank of Ay.den was org3ini~ea in ~

through the leadership of ;J~ssie R mu e. He WoaK p. es'
dent Gf the pank1fo man; ~ s me ell iw.i ea
;ljU cess, un . tHe I t de e s' nee al
~lil:J an s fi ij liS ' Ie e
~ a s e

"T;lFi9Q ~.
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North C~rolina. She was the daughter of Edward Mosely
~nd Addle (H odges) Mosely (now deceased). Mrs. Turnage
IS a graduate of the State Normal College of Greensboro,
No~-th Car~lllla, and has been very active both in church and
social affa irs, until the past few years when her health
fa iled. J~ss ie R. Turnage and his wife are the parents of
three child ren : Adelaide, born in 1911, now married and
living at Greensboro, North Carolina: Jessie R. II., who
died October 7, 1931 , and Francis, aged 13. Mr. Turnage
has taken a very active part in both politics and the civic
affairs of th e city. He is a Democrat . For 10 years he served
as a member of the City Council, and is a member of the
Board of Edu cation of the Ayden district. He has been sec­
retary of the highway commission since its organization in
1919 of Pi tt County. He has taken a deep interest in the
good roads movement. During the World War, he served for
three years as a member of the exemption board of Pitt
County. He was a member of the Speaker's Bureau and was
chairman of the Red Cross drives in Pitt County .

Grandparents of Elias Turnage died 1857, near Green­
ville North Carolina. His wife, Lucy (Hooker) Turnage,, .
died about 1862. Their children were: Jo Turnage; Elias
Turnage, Jr., died 1916 at Ayden, North Carolina . His
children: Raymond, Leslie, Roy, Lloyd, Arger, Lucie and
Jennie; James Emanuel Turnage died 1915, Rocky Mount,
North Carolina.

Parents of Wm. H. Turnage: James Emanuel Turnage
died 1915; Mary Ann (Herring) Turnage die.d .1934, age 73.
Their children: Lewis Clayton Turnage, Wilham Herm~n

Turnage, Elias Clifton Turnage, Lucie May Turnage, Nannie
Bertha Turnage, Bessie Roberta Turnage, .Sally Turnage,
Gladys Turnage. T ins, Vivian~ boy, dle~, not. na~ed.
James Leonard T urnage died 193 at Detroit; Michigan.

Vera l;Ierving; mu :age (Mrs. ~a~t;l!:rut:~lt~ a dut Mlffi.
LeWis GlaytQn ur, lute :m .e . ~J(ldhOQd' SaIl; m~

Chi! ren : . Iizll,.~ t li; un 1~9~~' eu u 'a ' u li: , .~,••,,,,
nage mar llled ames "
Turnage.
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Will iam Herman Tu rnage, married Ber tha Laurie Mac.

far land, August 14, 1917. Vera Herring Turnage married
Otto Wells, 1920, son of Evelyn Mary Wells sepa rated, and
she later ma rried Walter R. Porter about 1926. James Leon.
ard Turnage married Eva J ohnson, Bori ng (a widow ) , Son,
James Leonard Tu rnage, J r .

Some interesting facts conce r n ing the Turnidge ( T u»,
nage) family : Th e oldest Turnidge plantation in Pitt
County, North Caro lina, is between Greenville and \Vilson.
Many of t he Turnidges a re bur ied there. One of the old Tur­
nage (T urnidge ) hom es was at Scupaliton. It belonged for.
merly to J oseph Turnidge and later to his son, Elias Tur­
nage. Willi am Turnidge and Selah (his wife) had eight sons.
J oseph, James, J ohn, Michael, Luke, Elias, Benjaman and
Am os. He had a daughter, Eliza and others.

William Turnage bought six acres of land from John T.
Mayes on south side of Middle Swamp, beginning at a gum
on the run of Middle Swamp to William Turnage's corne
and runs with Turnage's line to a corner pine at the end
of Pate lane, etc.

Margaret Turnage, daughter of Peter Turnage married
-- Jones. Joseph and Nancy Turnage deeds land to Wm.
Levin Turnage, their son and grandson of William Levin I.
Consideration was 500 dollars, said land being in Greel'i
County, North Carolina, April A. D. 1900.

Benjaman Turnage died in 1863. The following were his
heirs: Robert Emanuel, Moses, Joseph, L. Balard and wif
Selet~ Ann, Sherod, Tyson and wife, and Margaret Turnag .

Eh.as and Nancy Turnage had a son, James, who marri
Sophia MoblY, 1881.

,p:r;th. €lIi1'plina became a state in 1789.
@ n i ex in Anson Qount y" Nofth Carolina

.""....,.•~."nam:~, m fho allGke IWian , )Mhich ;means

Eli
Ii

W ar Record
A tribute to our Confederate dead :

"The Sold iers of Confederate fame
Star tled the wondering world. '
For br~ver f ight was neve r fought,
And f'ai ra i- f lag was never furled:'

J ames Turnage, Company B, l Oth Battalion North Carolina
Hea; Y.Art illery, Confederate States Army, 'enlisted in May,
186_, 111 Harnett County, North Carolina, age 40 years.
Th e mu ster roll of that organization, dated October 31, 1864
(the latest on file) , shows him present a first sergeant.

J oseph Turnage, enlisted from Green County, April 2,
1861, Company A, 3rd Reg. N. C. S. T. Sergeant Joseph
Turnage, mu sician of the 8th Caro lina Reg. was killed 111

action. Vol. I, Page 84, Mores Roster.

Those drawing pensions for services in the Confederate
Army: James Madison Turnage enlisted JUlie 16, 1862, Pitt
County, 44 Reg. C. S.

J. F. Turnage enlisted in Green County , July 15, 18li2,
E. Reg. 61st C. S.

Robert Turnage, killed in action January 23, 1862, en­
listed in Gr een County, Company K, 33 Reg.

Moses Turnage enlisted July 1, 1863, 75th Reg. Green
County, North Carolina.



Two Pictu res at Old Home of William Turnidge
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Eldc1' W ilham Tur n 'd '

W'II' T ' I ge and hiS D escendan ts
I lam urm dge son of M' 1 '

was born in North' C 'I' ie rial and Sarah Turnidge,
1792 lI e died i R aloma, Green County in the year

• III \ay County M' ,
lI e first married Martha Fl t I I~sour~ , 1875, aged 86 years,

e e lei, native of North Carolina,

later of Rutherford County, Tennessee. They migrated to
the state of Missouri about 1812, settling in Lilliard County
(now LaFayette County). A few years later he moved to
"Old Blufton" Camden Township, There he continued to
make his home for some time, as will be seen in the follow­
ing biography of my great-grand-father.

It was the year of 1832, that Elder William Turnidge
moved to the Rayville section and entered land there. He
said he would build the nicest house in the county, The
old house is still standing, although being used for a gran­
ary at the present time. On my trip to Ray ~ounty: I visi~ed
this old home where William Turnidge raised his family.
How strange it seemed to climb the ancient stairway, and
to wander through the rooms and the grounds where both
my grandfather, and my father had played in their boyhood

days.

James CIaborne Morris, son of Martha Alice (Turnidge)
Hamot and grandson of James Calvin Turnidge, enlisted at
Noonen, North Dakota. He went in training at Camp Lewis
~pril, 1918, 363rd infantry, Company K, 91st division. (En~
listed as Carl Morrell) ; honorably discharged at the signing
of the Armistice, November 11,1918. He was in the battle of
~he Argonne and St. Mihie!' He was wounded while carry­
mg a message across the enemy lines and sent to the hos­
pital at St. Aguain for six months.

Vincent J. Turnidge and his brother, Joseph E lija Tuj-,
nidge, enlisted in Civil War, August 9, 1864, in the state of
Missouri, Ray County, C. 44th Reg. Missouri, voluntary
infa ntry. They served for one year and six days in t he
following states to-wit: Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, IIIi.
nois an d Mississippi. They were honorably discharged when
they were mustered out at Benton Barracks, St. Louis,
Missouri, August 15, 1865. Both received pensions from
the United States Government.

Jessie C. Turnidge (Turnage) of Ray County, Missouri ,
second lieutenant, enlisted October 2, 1862. He was killed
by guerrillas July 18, 1864, near his home in Ray County,
Missouri.
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the seige of Char leston, Revolutional'y War, 1775-83. (Year
book of Cha rleston 1897). William Turnidge's name is auto_
graphed in list of pr isoners,

. Group 2 No. 25, 258, Service in Civil War. John Turnidge
died of pneumonia. Pension claim was allowed to widow,
Catherine Turnage (Tunnage).
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I iti brief descri ption of the house : The oldam WrJ ing a ".
well that my great-grandfather dug wi l] be seen III tl~e Pic.
ture with myself sitting on the curb of t he well. The pict ure
was taken just 100 years from the time he built the house .
Th e hou se was built by a titled Frenchman, who came to
" Upper Louisanna" in a very ea r ly day, \~ i~h mal.lY ~f his
count rvmen. He drifted from the S1. Cenivieve dlst n ct to
nortll\~est Missouri. His name was Marquis, De La F aYette
Flint De M ott. The house was made of oa k a nd walnut. The
bea ms underneath were 12 by 12. The lath was hand made,
and of hard wood. All the parts were morticed together.
There was a builtin cupboard in the kitch en, two bedrooms
up stairs, with a winding stairway in the corner of the
room. There were three rooms down stair s. The house was
considered the best in Ray County at this time. It was in
constant use as a dwelling un til 20 yea rs ago, when it was
converted into a ba rn a nd granary by the present owners.
The old cupboard, and all the rooms are still there ; the old
chimney in the big room down stairs in each end of the
ro om. William Turnidge lived in this house from 1832 until
just a short time prior to his death in 1875, when he sold
the place to his friend, Guy Smith, whose daughter, Mrs.
Willis Crowley, still lives on the place. During my visit there
I copied the following extracts from her father, Guy
Smith's Diary:
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lla~~;~~ ~~~111874 Sam Turnidge is sick. Eld. Wm. Turnidge
11 s.

~~~. ~9. Mr. Turnidge very sick. Sam st ill complaining.
.. ~7, Settled on note secured in bond given by Wm

TUl'llldge .place of date Feb. 4, 1875 signed Guy Smith ;.
Sam Tur mdge.

Sept. 5 1874- Mr . Turnidge is on the mend.
F eb. 1875 William Turnidge born the 6th day of Mav

A. D. 1792 aged 82 years 9 months & 14 days when he died.
Apr. 9 1876 Guy Smith moved his family to the Wm.

Turnidge place.
Sep. 20,1 878 Sam Turnidge moved from the Shirley place

to the Sam Colly place.

This was t he last record I found from any source, of
Elder William Turnidge. He was buried in the Old Crowley
cemetery near Rayville. Cornelia, his second wife , was also
buried there. His father's estate was probated in 1832. It
was filed at the court house, book A, page 125 :

State of Missouri, LaFayette County, April 2, 1832. In
vacation, Young Ewing, Clerk of the County Court of La
Fayette, afore said in the state of Missouri .

To All who see these presents: Greeting: Know Ye, that
whereas Michial Turnidge S1'. of the county afore said, died
intestate as is suggested, and William Turnidge, havin g
given satisfactory security, and complied with requisitions
of the law, I do by these presents give and grant unto t.he
said William Turnidge full power and authority to admin­
ister all and in singular, these goods and chattels, r ights and
credits of the said Dec'd lieing and beiug in th e State of
Missouri and to ask and demand and legally l·equit·~ an~ . re­
ceive all mann r of d bts and denU\nds due and ~Wlng 'I~ld
well and faithfullY' t dispose of he. :same.110 ording to I~

d I tl I do by these PI:I!S ITt M lISt! ut and a~J!(jm

~i1li:~ ~u 'nilfgl!; Adfil l'riis uatQ1.' 0 all a .tt si~ U~l" tih
goods and cltatte1 , .go 0 .th a or sma Mlcn L l~zt,.
nidge Sr. Signed r. Youn Ewmg.



Nimrod Scott married Mary Bell, daughter of Michial
Turnidge, Sr. His will was filed in LaFayette County, Miss­
ouri in the year 1835. After his death, Mary was burn ed to
death, and left one son, King B. Scott. Jane died prior to
her mother's death. Nimrod was said to have been very
wealthy. His people were among the very early settle rs of
Missouri. In the injunction suit of William Turnidge agai nst
Michial, Jr. in connection with th e estate of King B. Scutt .
he is mentioned as the illigitimate son of Mary Scott. The
will of Nimrod, his father, makes nu mention uf thi s.

Th~ Turnidges and the Crowleys, were no doubt, friends
at this early .date as I found in the probate the following
note from Ehzabeth Turnidge to Samuel Crowley (brother
to J eremiah Crowley).

"One day afte r dat e I prom ise to pay unto Samuel Crow­
ley, the sum of fifteen dollars for value received of him as
witness my hand and seal this fourteenth day of March
1823. E lizabeth (X) her mark, T urnidge."

. THE TRAIL BLAZEIlS 51
of J ohn Turnidge De 'd R .

D . c . ..ece ived I say, 75 dolla rs a part of
my owery. ThiS 21. of Feb. 1822."
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The heirs of Michial Turnidge SI'. were Mar~ Bell ~ma l"

. d K ' B S tt) l\fargaret Shelbv married Wil liamn e lllg . co . ' .
Shelby. Mary Turnidge and Jane Turnid.g~, children. of J ohn
Turnidge, deceased (son of Michial). Wilh am Tl~rllldge and
Michial Turnidge, Jr. and John Keeny was appointed guar.
dian of Mary and Jane, minors.

November 14, 1833, Mary Turnidge married Abraham
McLaughlin at Ray County, Missouri, by Will iam Turnidge,
a minister of the Gospel (see marriage bonds ) .

There came before me, March 25, 1834, William Glochlin
and Jane Turnidge and was married according to law by
me, William Turnidge, a preacher of the Gos pel.

John Turnidge, son of Michial, Sr., died in 1822 at Lex­
ington, LaFayette County (then Liliard County). His estate
was probated in 1823. He gave the fo llow ing note in 1821:

On or before the 15th of October next I promise to pay
Isaac Dickerson or orde r the sum of six dollars and 75
cen ts in trade , fo r value received of him, as witness my
hand this 5th day of Dec. 1821.

Attest, Michial Turnidge Jr. John Turnidge, Seal.
John's heirs were his widow, Elizabeth, and two daugh­

ters, Mary and Jane. The administrators were Michial Tur­
nidge, Sr. (John's father), John Morris and George Shelby.
John Robertson, Pink Hudson and James Liliard were first
appointed to administer on the estate, but after the death of
Robertson, the above administrators were appointed.

John's widow, Elizabeth, married the next year after he
hus/,:ll\nd's death. Marriage bond filed at Richmond, Missoull
as foUQ

Ii
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King B. Scott and Jan e T. Scott and their heirs; mother,
Mary Scott, receiving noth ing in the property afore said,
but her right of Dower in the rea l estate. .

Fourthly- I do hereby consti t ute and appoint my wife,
Mary Scott, my execut r ix in Testimony where of I . have
here unto set my hand and sea l, this 9th day of Aug. III the
yea r of our Lor d 1835.

Witness-Nooman Pool Nimrod (X ) his mark, Scott.
J olm Robinson.

Thi s will was fi led for record , the 10th day of March,
1839. Jane Scot t evident ly died between the time of her
father 's dea th an d the final settlement of the est at e, as no
further record is found of her. The mother, Mary (Turnage)
Scot t, was burned to dea th, December 7, 1843. The entire es­
tate then went to King B. Scott. He received $8,000 in
money and land in Section 33, Township 9, Range 28. He
also fell heir to several negroes, one of whom was Morgan.
Th ese slaves were sold at auction, after King B. Scott's
death, and William Turnidge bid in Morgan. This was the
first and only negro that Wm. Turnidge ever owned. He did
not believe in slavery. Morgan remained with him as long
as William lived.

Mary Scott died intestate in Lafayette County, Missouri.
The home was at Grenenton, Missouri, near Lexington. It
was here that Mary lived and where she met her tragic
death. She was living April 4, 1842, and in December, 1843,
Geo. M. Buttler was appointed Administrator of her estate
under bond of $3,000. July 17, 1845, William Turnidge was
appointed administrator of the estate of King B. Scott. The
amount of th e estate was $20,076.87. William Turnidge P.IIt

p 6,GDO bond,

."=",e",,il's 0 . g B.Scutt were, as. swam b): by Wm. m
""",o=llQ s: Wm

, [\fl
e

a:
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1 copied the following record from the fil es at Lexington

Mar~h , 1934: "Know all men by these presents : That , Where:
a~ King B. ~cott , an illigitimate son of Mary Scott, deceased,
died .Ia~ely In the county of LaFayette, in the State of Mis­
SOUrI, Intestate, and of the following described real estate:
situated in the said county and state. To-wit, the east half
of the No. E. qut. of the Sec. 33 in Township 49, Range
28, which said real estate upon the death of King B. Scott,
descended to the one-fourth part thereof, to the said Wm.
Turnidge ; one-fourth part to Michael Turnidge Jr.. the one­
fourth par t to the heirs of John Turnidge, deceased, and
the remaining part to the heirs of Margaret (Turnidge)
Shelby, deceased. Therefore, Know Ye, that 1. the said Wil­
liam Turnidge, being so ent itled, as one of the heirs of King
B. Scott, deceased, to the equal undivided part of said lands.
have for and in consideration of one hundred and fifty dol­
lars to me in hand paid, th e receipt whereof is hereby ac­
knowledged, have granted, bargai ned. and sold unto Lewis
W. Smallwood the undivided one-fourth of the land above
described, of which th e above King B. Scott, deceased, died
-seized as aforesaid-to have and to hold the same unto
the said Smallwood and his heirs forever. That a suit is now
pending for a partition or sale of said land, .that it shall b~

lawful in case said lands or sold, for the Shen ff or any other
person having the propisition of the sam~ ~ear 1849: ..

Signed : Wilham Turnidge.

The suit pending was an injunction to re.st rain Wm. TU~'­
nidge from selling his one-fourth interest In the .Iand, (his
share in the estate of King B. Scott). Michael, his broth~r,
and co-heir in the estate, sought to have the COU\t rest~al~
William from selling his interest, until ~Ilal .set t emend o.

wnu t h U1t With the un ex-the estate was made. J lam won '. h id I nd
standing that in case the heir s b.t<lught U1t, t e at a

sold, would rever t to t he estat . . flJ: '1 ~'i~~IfiliI$),(l$
Michial Ttumidge S " an 1h li'~ h . till! 1I

and neighbors in N' rb @il,lolma (i\!l ~~::-_JP,T ~<f,"
Fletchers moved td uthe11f.Qr-d CoU.1l ¥ l,fi;\1m~~~)~~



• Moses Fletcher died coming
across. He was the ancestor ,of
Martha (Fletcher) Tumidge, Wife
of Eld. Wm. Turnidge.

Sailed on December 15, the
Mayflower weighs anchor and
sails from Cape Cod.

Permanent landing of the
Mayflower passengers at Ply­
mouth Harbor, Mass., Dec. 21.
1620.
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i~~~~d. the 18th, and of Scotland, the 54th. Anno-Domini',

Signcl's of the COm])(lct

Moses Fletcher *
John Goodman
Gilbert Winslow
Edward l\Iagerson
Peter Brown
Richard Brullerage
George Soule
Richard Clark
Richard Gardiner
John Allerton
Thomas English
Edward Doty
Edward Leister
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.. ith hi f mily migrated to th e stateyears befo re Michial WI IS a .

f Mi .' 1·1 ' on William, married Martha Fletcher.o SSO Ul!. IS S , h t t 1\
There was a John and Elizabeth Fletcher, w 0 wen 0 Iis,
souri and were charter members of the Ne~v ? a rden
Church in 1823. The parents of Martha F1etchcr dle~ III Ten­
nessee. The following item I copied from the history of
Rutherford County:

"Minos Fletcher, a farmer of Rutherford Count y, Ten nes_
see, was a son of Thomas Fletcher and Martha ~letcher,

parents of Martha Turnidge, na ti ves of North Carolina, who
came to Rutherford County, Tennessee, in 1811 . They were
staunch members of the Primitive Baptist Church and both
died in f ull fai th of a blessed hope in the hereafter. Martha
Fletcher died in 1828. Her husband, Thomas Fletcher, died
in 1849. Thomas Fl etcher (father of Martha Turnidge), was
a descendant of the Fl etchers of England, one of whom was
Moses Fl etcher, who died coming to America in 1620, on
the Mayflower. I-Ie was one of the signers of the Mayflower
Compact.
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the church from th ti p his entire hfe in the work of
e ims he came t M' . .

was a staunch South ' . 0 lSSOUI"l in 1812. He
erner, The blood of th "Old

many generations had flowed in hi . e ~out~" for
in North Carolina f ht . s veins. All of his kmdred

oug in the Confederate army H
a ~em:clb'at , as all his people were until after the C'iVil\~v:l~
w en e ecame a Republican althou h hi . '
ever with the South It . ' . g ISsympathies were

. \\ as Said to have been due to the
trouble over the Missouri Test Oath th t d 'h hi . . a cause him to
c .ange . IS politics, He was the fi rst minister in the state of
~ISSOUI'I ~o be arrested for preaching the gospel, no one be­
IIlg. permitted to preach.. or teach school with in the state,
until they had taken this oath, swearing that they had no
sympathy fo~' the South or no love in their heart for anyone
conn ected with the South. He being loyal to his own flesh
and blood of the southern states, refused to take this blood­
curdling oath. He also refu sed to quit preaching the gospel.
He was arrested and was compelled to put up $1,000 or go
to jail. He put up the bond.

Other Primitive Baptist minist ers arrest ed later were :
Eld. Wm. Duvall, Eld . Isaac Odell, and Eld. Sisko

The old minutes of the Crooked River church near Ray­
ville (then Hallard), contain some very interesting items in
regard to the trouble over this ironclad oath. Those docu­
ments are kept in the bank of Rayville, and are considered
very valuable. Great dissension and confusion arose in the
churches over this oath, as will be seen by the church min­
utes copied from the records at the said bank :

"The Crooked River Church, of th Regular Baptist, met
on the 39th day of August, 1866, and afte r Grace and pray­
er, by brother Odell, proceeded to business. First appointed
S. J. Crowley, moderator; invited bt eth L·e.n and sister,. of
sister churches, to a seat with u s, In quired for peace, which
did abound. References wher the hurch at our III t til ­
ing which wa not dispeJISl!d with" t o t te.nd to was taki n
up and attended to. A. motion was ma.de a~ .s nonded, tha~
we withdraw irom brl!thedng, o.-WJtI, W ll tatn TUl"mdl{!
Samuel CoIly. COl11elia Turnidge, . I iVenger a d Ea tJ .
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lar Baptist, althOugh he preached m uch ea r lie r th~n the or.
ganizat ion of that church, 18~4. He .p reached In Liliard
County where th e town of LexlIlgton IS now. He preached
at "Old Blufton," Camden Township, 1821. However , the
New Garden Church const it utes the oldest exis t ing religious
organizat ion in Ray County, Missour i. It was organized April
23, 1824, by Eld. Wm. Turnidge and Eld. James Williams.
The followin g were charter members : J . Fletcher, E lizabeth
Fletcher, C. Odell, S. Hutchens, N. Odell, John Hutchins
John Clevenger, Rachel Odell, Elizabet h Hutchins, Jane Tur~
ner, Martha (Patsy) Turnidge (wife of Eld. Wm. Turnidge),
Nancy Chapman and Lucy Woods.

A very rude log cabin was erected in 1824, as a place of
worship. To accomplish its erection the outlay of money was
very trifl ing. The pastor of the church was Eld. Wm. Tur­
nidge, whose name was frequent ly in this work, in connec­
tion with religious services and as the pioneer preacher of
the West. (See early hi story of Ray County, Missouri). He
preached in the Blufton set t lement as early as 1816, and sub­
seq uentl y pr ior to the organization of the church of which
we write. At " Old Blufton" he also kept a tavern in 1821.
Th e New Hope Church, located at Camden Township, four
miles north of Camden, was organized in 1821. Eld. Wm.
Turnidge was pastor of this church, (it is claimed that the
New Garden Church was organized prior to the New Hop
Church). However, the records of the church establish th
fact that this was the first church of Ray County of th
Primitive Baptist faith.

William Turnidge was the first pastor of New HOI!
Church and continued to be for about 37 consecutive year.s
He was pastor in 1857. The minutes of the church state tn
:a a :eglilar meeting of the shurch on the second Su tl
'Ii (i) tober, :1857, Eld. Wm. Turnidge requested tha He

''-~''~el s II jji III pasteTship of tHe Church which fie Held
o se ' /,(e anss ITJ e ifuJl~Gft 11~ aliis re ues , h'OW

o. e as Gal d; ,we ~mlJe i:qg i ~tl ~u

lils 'e e e ;wd i ti~i~ ltn 1M' H
r. e cli: 11
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bel'S who were excluded t thi .
. th hur h ' a IS meetmg, was later reinstated
m e tC'tUtl ~ . T

I
hIS was after the Test Oath was declared

uncons I u rona ."

It is stated in the early history of Ray Count M' "
that Elder W ' s. ISSOUlI,

m. Turmdge, an old Bapt ist preacher was
known as .t~e village preacher of B1ufton, and that h~ con­
ducted religious worship at various places in the county. He
was one of the earliest settlers, and will be remembered as
o~e of the earliest pioneer preachers of the West , a pure
mmded man whose earnest exhortations taught many souls
to flee the wrath to come.

In the year 1851, Michial Turnidge (William's brother),
handed in his letter of dismissal from th e church of Fishing
River, and was received into the New Hope Church. Thomas
Brown (husband of Patsy Crowley), was clerk, and Eld.
Wm, Turnidge, moderator . On the second Saturday before
the first Sunday, (April, 1851) , th e meeting was caned to
order:

"Lst, Proceeding to inquire of the fellowship of the church.
2nd. Brothel' Michial Turnidge, heretofore having exercised
a public gift among us, and he being a member with us, we
consider his gift profitable. We th erefore say to brother
Michial, 'Go forth and exhort and preach, where the Lord
may cast your lot'." ,

Michial's name appeared later on th e minutes of the FIsh­
ing River association as one of the preachers attending that

body. , h f I
While I was in North Carolina in 1932, I copied t eo -

lowing from the records of the association of Regular Bap-

tist, of that division: ," .
"William Turnidge of Missouri, was a fal thful.mmlstel

of Jesus who lived before the division of 1832. He died ab~ut
, . d d . 0 he doctriu1875. He was consider ed a gifte expoun t

of God our Saviour:' b J til
Th fir t Baptist Chu h (Jf Eng.land was founded y on

e IS . a "... t 1"'16 r '~ ""I' anothe
S th' 1608 but was eXIle a uuU .. , ~""

my ,m, b 'in N t i"nllhiUIl.shlre, a th
church was fotmed at SClod ed: ' to \land
too, wa exiled~ Ilk its parent , a nd ros ID '
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Colly, for disobeying the rules of the ch urch: ":7e appointed
our brethren, J . Seek, Mary Odell and J. CI0 \\ ley , to bare
our letters to th e association; we sent one dollar and fift y
cents contribution. We appointed brothe l' James Crowley,
clerk pro-tern. J. Crowley, Moderator. ,

"We the Crooked River Church, make thi s st atement, as
the reason why we were forced to separate fl:om a portion
of the members of our church. Because of the disorderl y con,
duct in refusing to write 01' admit into our pul pi t such of
our members, ministers and brethren, who, refus ed to take
an oath as was imposed by our late convent ion,

"After the New Garden Church had arraigned Eld. S.
Odell for violating t he new constitution of Missouri, it was
moved and seconded, according to our standing rule of de­
corum, to know of this church, why Eld . Odell, and Deverall,
could be inv ited t o the pulpit. Our t he n act ing moderator,
Elder Wm. Turnidge, refused the quest ion, sa id it was not
available, and positively refused to put the question to the
church, though several requested him to do so. His r efusal
to obey our prescribed laws, brought confusion and di sorder.
Th e wicked, with revolvers buckled on their person, drew
near the pulpit, and 'prudence, requested that we peaceably
withdraw from such an assembly. We therefore appointed
another day to meet, and did so. We then appointed our
delegates to the association, and made a statement of wha
had happened, and appealed to that body for further i ­
structions. The oppressed party also sent a letter and del~

gates to the association. The case in due time came befor
the association, and they took the case under advisemen ,
and -sust ained us in our case, and sent us a letter, and in­
vited us to a seat. Our former clerk now having left us, l!

Mdng our church book in his possession, and has key .
;s~ ar, b~ wM h me have lost our eco tds of some twen
~ell a-niling,

'E ali
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delphia ConfeSSIOn of Faith publi h I b th' ".
1792 th 0 ,s 1'1 Y IS association In

, ,wa~ I' Id London Confession, of 1689 with two
o~her ar~lCles of 1726 (of the laying on of hands' on all bap­
tl~ed believers) , Unti1 1732 the church book was kept in the
\\ elch language and for about 70 years the pastors were of
\Velch ext raction.

Th e customs underwent no radical changes for some two
centU1:ies, Th e second oldest Baptist Church is at Hopewell,
Merceir County, New Jersey. One of the oldest churches of
the Bapt ist in Virginia was Pigg River Church, in Pitsyl­
vania County, formed in 1773, (My great-grandfather, John
Pigg, was a charter member of this church).

Some of the older Primit ive Baptist churches were: Gro­
ten , Connecticut, church, 1705 ; Smithfield, Rhode Island,
church , 1706 ; Great Valley, Pennsylvania, 1711; Bailey, Isle
of Wight County, Virginia, 1714 ; Cape May, New Jersey,
1712 ; Brandy Wine, Pennsylvania, 171 6 ; Montgomery, Penn­
sylvania, 1719; New York City, 1724, (This church is still
in existence and is said to be one of the largest Primitive
Baptist churches of the East); Sciluate, Rhode Island,
1735; New London , Massachusetts, 1726 ; Shilock, Pasgua­
tank County. North Carolina, 1729, (several of the Tur­
nidges, including the first William and his broth,er, James
Turnidge, were said to have been members of thi s church ;
they were living there in 1714), ,

There were some 48 Primitive Baptist Churches formed, In

the first half of the 18th century. It was in North CarolIna
where the Primitive Baptist first became known as th e Reg­
ular Baptist. The Regulars were the Baptist~ of North Car~
lina and Tennessee. They form ed a r solution for the put­
pose of having their leaders, o~ rul rs, ~ive an account of
their stewardship to l'!mploy their own writs. th

There had for some time been much trouble bet\~e .n I'
d ents The Sandy Greek AssoclatIou of

people over t axes an r '. ,'oil a s no Il!
Baptists (Ol'ganized in 1;758) , an a I;enes n P

d
d throu h

d ~". . nt ( 776 ~ pJ'O e ""'Regulator s a \1"""'1 m • ....,' and II f
.. ' irQ"ugh I\l1.) 0 l,I1~ liJa ~popul ar g>a1i1l 'Ings a :Ii ' Q t l1:11f"SILlue

dum. mh~ lB1ipti (j egul t rs , a II> es.!!!.on
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, ' L den Of this ch urch , John Rober tson

finding a home in ey . PI tl C
d f · its bosom came the ymou I olonywas pastor, an 10m I

to New England. , .
This little band of Baptists , set out for ~merlca With a

t t f tile VI'l'uinia Company, accordmg to J ames Ipa en rom 0 , • ,. '

charter of 1606, but actually were, labor shai eholde i s In a
sub-corporation of new organizat IOn ca lled the Plymouth
Company, chartered in 1620.

Launchinz the Mayflower from P lym outh, where they
paused in their way hither from Holland, they arrived off
the coast of Cape Cod in 1620 (old st yle, December 21) , and
began a settlement to which they gave the name Pl ymouth.
Before landing they had formed themselves into a polit ical
body, a government of the people with "Just and equal
laws," (Histo ry of the U. S. Vol. I, 1492-1763).

Hassell's History of the " Old School Baptist or Primitive
Baptist" Church of t he United States , claims that the oldest
church of that faith is two miles northwest of New Castle,
Delaware. It was organized in Europe, 1701, by 16 Baptists,
in th e county of P embroke, and Carmatham, in South Wales,
with Thomas Griffith as pastor. They landed at Milford
Haven in June, 1701, and landed in Philadelphia September
8, 1701.

They first settled at Penny Pact, neal' Philadelphia, and
continued there about one year and a half, where their mem­
bership increased to 37. Then they procured land from
Messrs. Evans, Davis, and Willis, who had purchased up­
wards of 30,000 acres, of William Penn, called the Welch
Tract. In 1703 they removed the location and built neal'
Iron Hill. a small meeting house, which stood until 174Q.
and it was then succeeded by the present substantial stone
house of worship. In the yard around this house rest. t
bodies IOf many of the pastors and members, who, dUJ
alm..ost nv@centuries. met and joined in worship oil Go

lie '" ¢:Ill Fact" church :was oneof th origina clfu 'eli
m In 0 lime ~ e ieh ilad Ipp:i A:ssociatto , ill :ti

a t l s ci .e' el.'i a p~ maniY.i e
s m me I' t l:i d. Yi
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f'am ily were of tI Pr i '.
back as I have ie t .n nlltIve Baptist faith. "Just as far

M . . any lace of the family," he replied.
1 ~ gleat-grandfather , Willia T . ' .

to preach in R\ th f d m urni dge, was ordained, I er or County T .]a youn g m H ' ennessee, \\ len he was
brother Michi e was ~2 y.ears of age when he and his
. . aI, and then' sister. Mary, with several fam­
ili es, left the above county for the territory of Missour i in
1814. In that and th f II .. ' . e 0 owmg year , there was a great
e;,odus into Missouri , from North Carolina, Tennessee and
K ent ucky, There was not a permanent settle r in Missour i
up to 1699. The first settlement was at St. Genevieve, and
that was settled mostly by the French.

The first grants of land were made in Missouri (which
was then Upper Louisiana ) , in 1723. In 1745 there were
hal f as many slaves in Missouri as there were whites. In
1769 Upper Street was the only settlement in St. Louis. The
first lieutenant governo r was in 1794 . In 1778 permission
had to be given to hold meetings, even in your own home,
except by Catholics. The first Baptist to hold meetings was
in 1778.

"At th e close of the 18th century, the colony, called Upper
Loui siana, was t ransferred to the United Sta tes. In 180,1 it
was retroceded to France, and was sold by that power to
the United States. Louisiana was advanced from the first
to the second grade of territories by an act of Congress.
June 4, 1812, and its name changed to Missouri. At that
time there was a population of over 2,000 , exclusive of In­
dians. Missouri was a territory from 1813 to 1821 when it
became a state. The first newspaper was established in
1808 and is now known as the Missouri Republican. The
first 'public school was at St . Louis in 1838. Missouri was
a state outside th e Union for one 'ear , on account of th.e
slave question. It was admitted to the Union und r Presi­
dent Monroe, August 10, 1821."
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64 ti b.' Oran e County) had at one lin e num ered 606
Carolina ~ tl gyear 1771. It afterwa rd was reduced to
members 111 ie , k t t

b TI e 111en of Sandy Cree , ac ua ed by inde14 mem ers, 1 . h -
d t 'ncI'ples but out of sympat hy WIt the ana rchistpen en prl, I t t

side of the Regulators, left the colony, amos 0 a man :
After the defeat of th e Regulators (according to the

historv of th e Sa ndy Cree kAssoc iat ion of the. P .B. Church) ,
leaders referred to ear lier in this cha pter , Issued a call to
each n:igh borhood to send delegates to a gather ing for the
purpose of invest igat ing the quest ion : "wheather the f ree
men of this country labor under a ny abuses of power or
not. " There was a close connect ion between the Regulators
and the Sons of Li berty. Th ey we re working for a com­
mon cause. There was a brave battle fo ught by the Regu­
lators, but without ad equate arms, or real leadership , and
on May 16, 1771, the power of the Regulators was broken.

Daniel Boone, and the Cr owleys, with other members, be­
came members of the Dutchman Creek Church at the forks
of the Yadkin, a nd on the records of that church may be
found th e memora ble ent ry recognizing the "American
Cause" well nigh a yea r before the Declaration of Inde­
pendence at Philadelphia.

At the monthly meeting it was agreed upon concerning
the American cause, "if any brethren see cause to join it,
they have the liberty to do so, without being called to ac­
count by the church. But whether they join it or not, they
should be treated with brotherly love." (See Conquest of the
Old South). Also Henderson and Ashe, histories of earl~
North Carolina.

And thus it has been since the very beginning of t e
Pl'.imibve Baptist Church. They have been a persecuted n(l
q~pr,es'sed pe.9.ple, but ever faithful to tne Cause of ri

eousnes , e er re.ady to fight, not 0 I¥ for .t,~h~e~iIJ~~a:~i ~PI!
8 eir. i fit s mli:~ are ili,b a:y; i oiWlVi aroli

01 II Ii!" ea ' ns F ullnag ~"'l:)id~F,ltfiP.
!B P.tl's n /No om s ~ r, ~uiln:~~~

Ketl



Elder John Turnidge and Ruthanna (Crowley) T Ul nidgv,
Grandpa r('nt , of t he Auth or

Elder John Turnidgs fir t
Martha (Fletcher ) T ' 'dl s son of Wm. Turnidgs and. url1l ge w b' '
Missou ri (Old Bluft on Cd' as orn Il1 Ray County
He died in Polk County' Oam en Township) , May 23 1816'

C
' regon 1886 H . . , .

rowley when quite young ( b' . e rnarrierl Ruthama
R C

. a out 1836) SI
ay ounty Missouri in 1818 . '. te was born in

Oregon, May 22, 1887 SI . ' and died II1 Polk County,
. ie was the daughter of Jeremiah

THE TRAIL BL
J essie, born 1853 . AZERS 69

P tl ' , marned Eu l M'or an?, Oregon. ce ia Iller, died in 1927 in
Fannie, born in 1855 .

when 15 years of age. ,died in Missouri of pneumonia
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d I ted 011 sect ion 15 having been finished in 1815
an was oca ' . .
This gave way in 1878 to a more commodIOus and tasty
building erected on the site of the old house, and cost ing

$666. . . , .
The officiating pastors have been Eld el \\ m. Tu r l1ldge

W. Shaggs, John E. Goodson, 1"1. Turnidge (Michial) Isaa~
O'Dell, James Duval, J. W. Pollard, R. M. Ogle, R. B. Knox.

E lder Wm. Turnidge and his son, J ohn Turnidge, and
John's son, Vincent Turnidge, were all P r imitive Baptis t
preachers, and all traveled throughout the northern part of
the state of Missouri together, and often preached at the
same churches. Thus three generations of the fam ily were
engaged at the same time in spreading t he Gospel.

Family of Elder W m. T urnidge
Elder Wm. Turnidge was born in 1792 and died in 1875.

children: J ohn, J osep'h, Jessie, Harrison, Michial, Eliza,

Martha and Mary.
John ma rr ied Ruthama Crowley. Joseph first married

Midian Gant. His second wife was Elizabeth Dagley. J essie
married Easter Odell. Harrison married Rebecca Seek.
Eliza married Samuel Colly. Martha married, had two chil­
dren. Mary married Henery Shirley. Elder Wm. Turnidge's
second wife was Cornelia Weddington. Had one son, Sam­
uel Turnage. He married Nancy Turner (called Tobe).

John Turnidge and Ruthama (Crowley) Turnidge had

the following children :
Martha, born December 25, 1837, married Julius Mad-

dux; both died in Ray County, Missouri.
Mary (Polly), born May 25, 1938, married Marion Camp-

bell, died in Missouri.
Nancy, born 1841, killed by a falling tree when quit

young.
Sarilda, born 1843, ran over by a wagon and killed when

12 years of age.
J~seph Elija, born March 10, 1845 (See Geneology).
Vmcent Jasper, born June 8, 1847 (see Genealogy) ·
Ja~es Calvin, born March 20, 1849 (see Genealogy).
Ehza, born March 20, 1851, married Thomas Stakely.
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after the Civil War TI ' ' 71
1874, when with hi~ fa~~1 h~ed here until the summer of
Oregon. His son, Joseph lYd e :mlgrated to Polk County,
year previous. ,Ia jn eceded 111m to Oregon the

Elder John Tu rnidge I ' f tlV ' t ' us a rer, Elder Wm. Turnidge
mcen and James were all Primitive Baptist ministers'

and t he father and his son John and J I' V· '. ' , 0111 S son, mcent
pi eached for severa l years in Missouri. '

Martha J .Turnidge, eldest dau ghter of John Turnidge and
Ruthama (~rowley) Turnidge, was born December' 25,
1837, an~ died November 25, 1907. She married Julius A.
M addux 111 1863. He was born J anuary, 1840, and died of
ca ncer .

Martha Turnidge grew into womanhood near Richmond. '
111 Ray County. M r . Maddux was reared on his father's
pioneer farm, three miles southwest of Millville in Ray
County. Mr. Maddux first married Mrs. Mary Fields, Sep­
tember 13, 1860 . She died 1862. They had o\;e child, Nancy,
who became the wife of John Manl ey. They live near Rich­

mond, Mo.
Julius A. Maddux, and his wife Martha, had six children :

David, John, Sidney, Ruthie, Oliver and Nelly.
David T. Maddux was born April 4, 1864, in Ray County,

Missouri. He was one of the well-known and highly re­
spected citizens of Ray County, where he served as presid­
ing judge of the county court for a number of years. He
owned and operated a large farm, and was successful as
a farmer and fine blooded sto k. He married Miss Esta
Briant of Ray County. They had two children, a daughter,
Esta Elizabeth and one son, David. The daughter has made
her home With' her grandparents, M~·. and Mrs. Maddux, in
Kansas City, where they have resided f.or s.ome years. Esta
Elizabeth graduated from high school in Kansas CIty, and

finished college there.

John Willi m Mnadux was born July 1 1866. fI ma-
. d M .....lia 1pate) Ode'll Septl.\lllb r 10, 1891. Th~ '

rie rs." u I \ . I J h V' fI nd
children were; Benjamin Frankhn, Ethe 0 n 111 a:
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and Polly (Cary) Crowley of Ray County, Missou r i. Her
father gave her 80 acres of land and two negroes when they
were married. They lived here fo r se veral years.

John Turnidge entered 40 ac res of land in LaFayette
County the 28th of July, 1838. This entry was si gned by
Martin Van Buren. Elder Wm. Turnidge, Joseph, his so~
and John, all entered land in that year. J ohn later moved to
Ca ldwell County, Missouri , where he resided f or many
years. All of his nine chi ldren were born here and in Ray

County.
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Da vid T~1Ompson. Grandchildren: Betty Lou, Billey Vin­
cent, .J.uha, Mable Alminta , Lillian, James, Donaldson and
Merri linrl.

Ruthie Maddux was born May 11, 1871, and was married
to Seaborn J ames Cox, February 12, 1891. Their children
were: Bertha May Cox, born January 12, 1892; Mable
Martha, born J anuary 8, 1897. Seaborn James Cox was born
March 2, 1861, and died August 17, 1926. Bertha May Cox
was married to Samuel Schoober, June 3, 1916. Sh~ dierl
August 18, 1916. Mrs. Ruthie Cox has lived in Ray County
since her bi rth. She made a journey to the Pacific Coast
in 1927 a nd visited her many relatives there, and was a
guest at the Turnidge family reunion, at Dallas, Oregon.
She has been su ccessful as a writer, both in prose and
poetry. A few years ago sh e wrote a book on th e philosophy
of life, which met with quite a wide ci rculation.

Oliver Maddux was born September 2li, 187li, and mar­
r ied Carrie Allen Borgman, October 18, 1899. He died
August 2li , 1923. Their chi ldren were : Ina Gwendoline Marl­
dux, born February 2li, 1902; Julius Berna rd , born August
20, 1904.

J ames S idney Maddux was born 1869 and married Mrs.
Rosa Vanbebb~r, 1895. Their children were : Julius Frat~k­
lin, born November 18, 1897; Claude William --, died
September 20, 1913. . .

James Sidney Maddux was born in Ray County, MISSOUl"l,
and has spent his entire life in Richmond. Town sh.lp.. He ~ ~

a well-to-do farmer and an active work~r III th e ~hSSlOn~l)

Baptist Church. He takes quite an active part In politics,

lI e is a Democrat. . il
Nelly Maddux, youngest child of Julius a nd Mat in

(Turnidge) Maddux, was born in Ray Coun~y, 1 88~ '.sh~
. I G . Alder and they have five child ren 11\ mg .

mnrrrec -eo i ge ") ' Rav E and Velma Lu-
Ellis 1\1 Alder J ewell G., I aul A., .a) ., .

. 'I J t . The familv lived for many y ear S
cil e, the only (aug 1 er. t " 'e born but owing to
in Ha y County, where the paren s \\ er ,
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Rosa Nell, b?rn February 22, 1884.
Samuel Manon born S t b
Roy. Ethelbert, born Fe~;'u~% ~I: ;;87

1.886
.

MaJ ~ Lee, born December 5 1889
G?ld~e Ethel, born June 23, i898..
Virgil Ed win, born June 3, 1901.

Samuel M. Pollard m . " d M'
1906. One daughts j- arrie ISS Lulu Cooper, March 14,
Cleta May. ei was born, January 12, 1907, named

Elsie May married Wm. Houston Hamilton October 15
1911. A so~ was born, June 14, 1867, named " ' illiam. The;
had two children , Hazel Esta, born Ju ly 7 1913 ' R ' H
t b S t b " , . O} ous-on, orn ep em er 9, 1918.

Hazel Esta Hamilton married Leland Bashm August 6
1933. He was born August 15, 1913. ' ,

Virgil Edwin Pollard married Miss Jessie Grecian, De­
cember 4, 1918. They had one child. Mary Rosetta, born
March 4, 1924.

Deaths :
Mother-Rosetta E. Pollard died Ju ne 13, 1914, aged 50

years, 2 months, 21 days.
Father-Jacob R. Pollard died December 31, 1922, age

68 years, 5 months, 21 days.
Roy Ethelbert Pollard died July 24, 1888.
Goldie Ethel Pollard died November 15, 1898.
Mary Lee Pollard died Janu ary 29, 1917.
Infant son died June 3, 1901.

Dovie Campbell was born December 24, 1876, and mar­
ried John Davis Higdon, December 29, 1897. He was born
March 27, 1878, and died May 17 193 I at their home,
Wichita, Kansas. Their children wer :

Ellen L olita, b6ttri April 6, 1904, and mauried J. J. Gal­
Ion, December 25, ~9'211.

Mavibn Edw-ar.a, 8 r.,rrI]~~('i2'!¥.

16 1909. >2'-"',"H"
John ira 18, V~~fu1 Zl'.4!;?"J;. \

Kathe ine S 1I1n:e

r; S
Mrs. Alder bein g afflicted with asthma they moved to .Den­
vel', Colo., hoping to benefit her health. They are residing
th ere at the present time. . .

Mary (Polly ) Turnidge was born 111 Ray County, l\fJs-
.' May 2? 1839 She married Marion Campbell, Febru_SOU Il, c ...., •

arv 21, 1858. He was born in Severe County, Ten.nessee,
D~cember 3, 1829. Polly died in Caldwell County, l\hssouri,
November 26, 1897 . Her husband died in same county.

Ma r ion Campbell came with his parents to Caldwell
County when a young man. He stopped at a ~arm house to
make some inq ui ry, and there met Polly Turnidge, He loved
her at fi rst sight. The romance grew, and finally resulted in
marr iage, which proved to be a long and happy life of
wedd ed bliss. They became the parents of 11 children: Wm.
Samuel, deceased; Martha Ellen, deceased ; Ma ry Jane was
born 1862 and married Joseph Albright. H e was born Sep­
tember 20, 1861. She was baptized by Elder J . C. Penney
(father of J . C. Penney of the ch a in stores ) . She taught
school from the time she was 18 unt il 1926 when both she
and her husband (who was a lso a teacher ) r etired. He then
was elected county treasurer at their home in Childress,
Texas, where their ch ildren were living.

Mary and her husband are Primitive Baptists , as were
both her parents. They were members of the Log Creek
Church in Caldwell County, where Elder James Cash Pen­
ney was pastor for 14 years. He was then living at Hamil­
ton, Missouri. Mrs. Albright is a writer of considerable
note, having a number of her articles, both poetry and
pnose, published. They had three children, Grace, Ethel atr'd
it seph E arl. Grace died young. Joseph Earl and his wJ ,
jEs.t9. Augusta, have three children: Jean, Jack and J qs I!
[E}lf , 1i!'. Joseph E., Jr. , died f rom an accident :w:htn
nlfant.
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Lester A. Campbell, born Augu~t 4, .1880, and married

Myrtle Hayter, April 4, 1906. Their chi ld ren were :
Ru by Lauretta Campbell, born June 11, 1907.
Mary El izabeth Cam pbell, born J anuary 17, 1911 , an d

died same day.
J ames William Campbell, born October 10 , 191 3.
Ruby Lauretta Campbell married Loyd ~. Sh~ffner June

7,1 928. Hewas bor n February 5, 190 1. Their children were:
Wm. Lloyd , bor n January 30, 1930.
Samuel Char les was born September 25, 1931.
Vincent J . Ca mpbell, dec eased.
F annie Ca mpbe ll married J ames Kincaid .They have fo ur

chi ld re n: J ew ell, Pearl, Opal and Aleen .
J ew ell married Ruby Kinca id , bo rn September 21 , 1898.

They have two children, J ames Edwin and Glenda Sue.
Pearl married Carl T odd. They have three children, Mil­

ton n., Robert F., and Leta Fae.
Opal m a r r ied Wm. Bosch (born in Riga, Russia) . They

have t wo ch ild ren: Thomas D. and Jack W.
Aleen ha s never married.

John Campbell (suicide).

George Campbell was born February 4, 1870, and was
married to Nannie Elston, March, 1802. One son, Wm. El­
ston, died at the age of three.

Anna Lee Campbell was born March 3, 1872, and die
March 26, 1933. Married Wm. Wilson, December 17, 1895
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Mayme E. Bushmar, J une 14 1 ') 7 I
arv 4 1907) T d ' ~L7 (she was born Febru-

. , . wo aughters' B tt A1930 ' Bille" F . b ,e y nn, born September.
, J ~l n, orn January 2, 19:~3 .

J ewell P. Wilson, born April 1 190 1 ' d
Robinson, November 19')6 ( I ' Id' " marne Lavina, - no c 11 ren ) .

Family of J OSPpl1 E. T Ul'll ilige
(Oldest Son of John and Ru thama Turnidge)

J oseph Eli j a Tu rn idge arrived in Polk Count O'
M' ' 1 1874 t D ' . y, regon,

.I) " , a IX ie (now Rickreall) . They lived at Perrv-
da le Il1 October. They moved back to Dixie and remain~d

t he re one year, when they moved to P. D. Creek near King's
Vall ey where they stayed unt il th e fa ll of 1878, when thev
moved to Muddy Cree k in Linn County . In 1881 they move;l
t o Lacomb where th eir son, William, opened a store and
nam ed the town Crabtree. Here th ey cont inued to live for
several years. J oseph Tu rn idge died at Lacomb, Oregon.
Both he and his wife a re buried t here.

Joseph Elija Turnidge was born in Missouri March 10,
1845, died at Lacomb, Oregon, l\Iay 19, 190·/. He mnrried
Elizabeth Brown in Missouri, December 2·1, 1863. She was
born September 3, 1845 (in sa id state ) , and died in Lacom u,
Oregon, August 20, 1911i. Their children were : (th e first
foul' were born in Missouri, th e oth ers in Oregon) :

William J., born December 7, 1866, married Teressa Os­
born, November 18, 1888.

Sarah F., born November 27, 1 68, died January 1, 187' .
John, born April 15, 1871, married Alice Na 'e, Novem­

ber 29, 1888. She died May 27, 1905.
Mary, born December 15 1 72, died Noverub I' 29, 187; .
Theodocia R., born De emb I' 2 , 1874, married Novem­

bel' 9, 1890, to J. C. Hardin.
Ad elia born Julv 24 1 76 mal' 'jed J . R. Po und , Augu.st, . ,

17,1899.
Joseph ;p., bam Ap t'il , 1 78 died A ugust 2.0, HI ,
Franklin M., bOJ)n J an In' 2 1 ,ma: OJ d

Waddle. He died 0 t be 26 923.
Minnie E., lJ.o:rn De emli 20, 1&181, died
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Jasper D., bor n April I, 1883, married Se ptember 19,

to Belle Ray. .
Alcy E., born Ap ril 20, 1885, died Jan.uary 15, 1886.
Anna E. , born December 20,1889,marned O. A. Brownley.

Will iam J essie Turnidge and Teressa (Osborn) Tuj-,

nidge's chi ldren were :
Myrtle A., born December 7, 1890, married Walter A.

Meyer. They had one child, Eva A., who married Charles
Chilcote, and had Glen, Pearl, Esther and Raym ond.

Cleme nt Elija, born March 2, 1894, married Lelia Brew­
er , May 19, 1914. She died October 13, 1915. They had one
ch ild, Virginia (adopted by grandparents Wm, and Teressa
Turnidge). Second wife was Hazel Ha rkin s. T hey had two
children, Shirley, born June 2, 1921 ; Wallace, born August
18, 1924. Parents separated.

Mable G., born October 15, 1895, m arried Geo. Curtis.
Their children were: Ma xine, Gladys, Eveland, Donald (he
died from falling into a tub of scalding water) .

J oy E., born Decem ber 6, 1897, and died J anuary 29,
1914, of diabetes .

Grace M., born F ebruary 16, 1900, married Virgil Hen­
son. She died May 18, 1924, and left three children, Bernice,
Charlot, Dorthea. The first two were adopted by Mr. and
Mrs. Guy Gordon, of Corvallis, Oregon. The youngest was
adopted by the maternal grandmother.

Ralph C., born August 6, 1905, married Juanita Morris
They had two children, Eldon and Ralph, Jr. , both of Cutl
City, Oregon.

Geneva E., born October 29, 1910, married Wendell M 1;

gan, They had one child, Verleria June, who Jives at ~i1l

'MI! l1lhin gj;on.
amily of JDseph artd Elizaaethc U1i'tn

mUl1 i , lie in Miss i11 1 0 e
~~~a.~l; 8".

'ag , l'i
a
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June 2; they have four hi ld 79c I ren Iv M tild6, 1892, married to R bi . Y a I a, born March
children. Rosa, born ;~;yl~ E~wards. May 14, 1911 ; five
Elizabeth, born Decembe ' ')0 1894, died .same day. Mary
Mav 19 1914 ' I -, 895, marned J . P. Brewer

c J' , second husband L H '
daughter. David Elish b. ,eon anson, one child, a

a, 0 1 n June "8 1897 . d \\"1
Young, December 31 1917 ' thr -, ,marne I rna
January 13 1899 ' .." d uee. boys. Henery Joseph, born
boys and ' . I' mallie Pauline Southworth, 1921 : two

. on~ gil' , who was drowned at 17 months of age
Ruth Abagail, born February 23, 1902. Editl Ed bor .
November 10 1903 ' Ina, 01 n

.' "marned Earl Wyman, April 22, 1920.
J ohn Tu rnidgs s second wife was Cora 1\1"11 TI

• c ,I er. ley were
married ~ovember 2, 1909, Their children: John \\7ilbur
born April 14,1915: Paul Raymond, born Februarv 14 19')0'

Mary, born in Missouri, December 15, 1872: die'd 'No~
vember 29, 1873.
. Theodocia R.,. born in Oregon, December 20, 1874, mar­

n ed J . C. Ha rdin November 9, 1890. Their children were :
Roy, born October 17, 1891 (single); Buel, born Mav 19,
1894 (single) ; Mable, born Jul y 2,1, 1897, she married 'Loyd
Hanson August 17, .1914. Their children were: Laven;a,
born April 14, 1916 ; Veneta, horn January 8, 1922: Hazel
Faye, born November 28, 1925. Palverna Hanson married
Arvie Bunch, June 16,1934. He was born Februarv 5, 191:'.

Della Turnidge married James Pound August 27, 1899.



Family of Vin cent Jasper T'urnidije

Vincent J. Turnidge was born June 8, 1847, and died
September, 1930 . He married Amanda Penington in the
state of Missouri, September 6, 1866. She died February
14, 1928. They were the parent-s of th e following children:

Mary Josephine, born July 1, 1867, married Andrew
Syron, March 14, 1893. They had three children: Icy Eli­
nore, born 1895; Lola , born 1898 ; Orin, born 1900.

Martha Ann, born November 1, 1869, married Ratio Mor­
rison, September 3, 1886. Their hiJdren' re: AI' hie
Cleveland, born Sept mber 23, 188 ; FJ yd Sylvester, born
January 18 1890, and died June 16, 1927. H marr ied \\ in­
nie F. Switzer , June 8, 1:91 . Th y had one SOil, i il

born April 27, 1916.

John Calvin Tu rnidge Was born Novemnel'

THE TRAIL BLAZEP S
pa rents of Charles A B' • , 81
both the Crowleys al;d tllowTn. :~e Browns were related to

Willi ie 1II1lldges
. I lam Turnidge son f J ' ..

Turnidge was the o,:g . 0 foseph EhJa, and Elizabeth
a rnzer 0 t l T 'd

at Dallas, Oregon, on the thi rd Su
le

urru ge Reunion held
The first meeting was h Id nday III July of each year.
brother of William t Lr at the home of John Turnidge,

,a acomb Oregon H' .
the reunion. His home has b ' . e IS ~resldent of
12 veal's of age H . een at Lacomb smce he was
H . bt a i d : e IS a prosperous farmer and fruit raiser

e 0 arne hIS educat ion f rom the public schools of hi .
h?me town. John has inherited the religious tendencies ~~
hIS fOI:efathers, and is an able exhorter. He has the record
of havmg pr.eached 92 funerals in his county and town. His
s?n Hen ery IS.also an able minister, and is doing home mis­
si ona ry work III the state of Washington. William Tu rnidge
has been .very successful financially until the depression
came, which forced him to the wall. At one tim e he owned
the entire town of Crabtree, which he founded and which
is a ~rowi.ng li~t~e city at th e present time. li e ~ngaged ex­
t ensively III raising mint for th e market. II is home is now
in Scio, Oregon.

F a mil y of Anna (Turnidtt e) B row n ley

Anna Turnidge, born December 20 , 1889, married Aut her
Otho Brownley, August 28, 1905, Thei r ch ild ren were :

Clarence Dale, born August 18, 19 06, married Mable
Reed, 1929. They had no child ren .

Grace Leona , born F ebruar y 20, 1908.
J oe Gale, born July 26, 1912. She married Normal Gott

(born May 6, 1906) . Their children were: Laren Wane,
born August 16, 1929 (adopted) ; Maxine Lucile, born F eb­
ruary 28, 1934 ; Vernon Leroy, born June 22, 1934.
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Rh oda Pound married Harry Ha rris . They had four chil­

d ren : Evelyn, Derald , Richard and Wanda.

Clet us, bo r n June 13, 1912.
Esther , horn November 18, 1914.
Lola , bor n January 16, 1923.

Family of J as per T'u rnidtte and B ell e (Ra y) T'u rn idq »

They had one SOIl. The parents sepa rated .

--

Joseph Turnidge married Elizabeth Brown, daughter of
Joseph Brown, who married a woman named Jackson.
Joseph Brown was a brother to Thomas A. and John
Brown. John migrated to Oregon and settled at Eugene.
Thomas was the father of 15 children. He married Patsy
Cr owley, siste r to Ruthama Turnidge, and his brother,
James Brown, married Phoeba Crowley, sister of Patsy,
daughters of Jeremiah Crowley.

Thomas A . was the son of Thomas B. Brown and Eliza­
beth Allison. Thomas A. and Patsy (Crowley) Brown were
:the pare nts of W. T. Brown, prominent Baptist preachl!r.
of Ray County, Missouri , and he was the father of t
f(;)"Uowmg sons :

han es A. Brown, of Richmond, Misaouxi : Jessie:
=.,='" R'UsseU Brown, W.arensburg, MissQu)ii ; Jam s

v W1Il, l{ '~hffiond/ Misspu i, nd ~phn 'Eo r.:@
mas . Brown and Elizabeth (A:lIi.llon) we e Jj}i.e>. g a
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mond , born February 20 1923' II . '
bel' 7, 1925. " erald was born Novem-

Mona Augenef was bon A '1
ll olliway, Septemb . 2 1 prt 17,1898, and married Guy
born November 7, e

1
1
92
i:1919. They had one child, Elaine,

Chester Benson was born Apr- il "0 1900 d 'Ed H . - , ,an married
na I endr ix. He married his second if ' 1 .: P .

1923 N I ilrl WI e, "' aile etei s. a c 11 reno '
E~'cel David was born Jul y 19, 1902, and married Lena

Anng. They had one child, Levan.
Delphia Leola was born October .) I 190 I and ' d_0, '-j I marrie

Glen Leach. Her second husband was Bennie Benedict mar-
ried in 1930. No children. '

Wilma Pearl was born July 19, 1907, and married Lyle
Keith, February 19, 1925. No children (separated).

I vy May was born April 29, 1909, and married Leo Bun­
ker, July, 1928. They had one child, Darlene, born 1929.

Norman Virgel was born March 16, 191 5 (single) .
Delma was born Febru ary, 1922.

r.; ZERS

wife, Cla ra Mary Hinshaw, was born November 20, 1884
They were married November 9, 1902. Their children were :

Clarenc e Albert, born October 4, 1903. H e married Da is;
Smith (born September 1,1 906), Se ptember 14,1 927. Theil'
son, Dougles Albert, was born J uly 3, 1929.

Earl Alvin Turnidge was born Novem ber 18, 1904.
Viola May was born Decem ber 24, 1905, married Ray­

mond Arthur Robertson, Decem ber 24, 1923. He was born
October 5, 1901 .Their daughter, Violet :i\Iay, was born Oc­
tober 6, 1929.

Vincent Jasper was born F ebruary 6, 1907, and married
Doris Neva Scholze, October 3, 1931. She was born March
17, 1914.

Amanda Lavene was born J uly 6, 1908, a nd married
Charles Osmand McBee, December 21, 1925. H e was born
July 21, 1902. Their children were: Harriett Al ene, born
October 7, 1927 ; Eva May, born July 27, 1929; Verda Lou­
veil, born March 15, 1923.

Inez Mary was born March 19, 1911, a nd married Walter
Robert Buswell , Ma y 7, 1927. They have one son, Robert
Weymouth, born Se ptember 20, 1928.

Myrtle Ann was born February 13, 1915, and married
Edam Tatom, June 10, 1933. H e was born February ,1914.

Goldie Gladys was born May 27, 1916, and married Glen
Kenneth, September 10, 1932. He was born January 15,
1913. Their son, Robert, was born March 25, 1933.

Tilghman Ivan was born January 12, 1918.
Raymond Acy was born February 17, 1920, and

burned to death, March 30, 1930.
Dorothy Deloris was born January 2, 1922.

Fami1Jy of William Acy Turnidge
.;.l.....,wc!.gliam A cy Turnidge was born April 23, 1875, His w'

I!~tta !Ww,in , as born Aptil, 875. Tilley married S
roller. ~9, ~ 95. Rj! was the daugHter of David :Irw,iti
• 11' ~Imi.s n } nw~ m ~ and his ;w'f Ii

Hie II ng Mil lien:
Bonn' as r.

er, @



J a mes C. T urnidge and hi s wife , Sa ra h (Pigg ) Turnidge

THE TRAIL BLAZERS
Biol/ r aph icul H i stOl'Y of James Gulvin T lIrn idue

To My Father :

I .have always loved you, but never so much as now,
Smce. you have gone, and laid aside your work.
And III your dear memory is thi s book writtenY ,

our memory has lent to it a father' s caution
A nd a mother's pride. '

My father , James Calvin Turnidge, descended from good
old Scotch and Ir ish stock. He was the third son of John
Turnidge and Ruthama (Crowley) Turnidge of Ray County,
Missour i, where he was born in 1849. He was the grandson
of William Turnidge, the pioneer Baptist preacher of Ray
County, Missouri , My fa ther comes of a family of ministers.
His grandfather, Elder Will iam Turnidge, and his great­
uncle, Mich ia l Turnidge, were Primitive Bapt ist ministers.
J oseph Warren and John Turnidge were Baptist ministers.
J ohn T urnidge had two sons, who were Baptist preachers,
my father and his brother, Vincent Jasper Turnidge.

My father was considered one of the ablest preachers of
the Northwest. He was conver ted at the age of 18, and unit­
ed with t he P ri mi t ive Baptist Church at Stalls Creek, in
La wrence County, Missouri , and both he and my moth er
were baptized the same day. .

With hi s parents he moved to Lawrence County, Il1 th e
sout hern part of Missouri, in 1866. In 1863 he and m~ moth.­
er, Sa rah Melvina Pigg, were married at Oregon, j\hs~oun,

in said count y. They were married by Judge W. B: Hamilton.
My father wa s licen sed to preach at this Stall Creek Church

in 1870. . . f t d hter
In thi s same vear with his wife and th eir Il1 an aug ,

little In~oo-'ene '(Em;i1a), he went to Collins County, Texas,
with hi s \~ife 's parents, William John Pigg and l\Iartl.1a Ann

d. d t . ach bv Elder Price an
Pi o-g There he was ordame 0 pie. . tur I

h • • for veal' when he I'B 111 net
Etheridge. He re mained there . 01 °hne . I nd his brothers

t ]\'1' soun w ere te ato Lawren ce Coun y, ISo '. . h b d
c • • t . ElIza, and hei us an

Jos ph, Vincent, an~ his s~~ el: ing ;arms to that of th eir
Thomas Stake ly, all lived on ,I join

fath er, Elder John TUl'llidge.



THE TnAI L BLAZERS 87
wanted to move to Eastern 0 1' h
entered. egon, were land was being

We lived on this dreary tai f. moun am arm for about three
year~ , where my father had many hardships to endure. He
con~ll1ued t? suffer almost constantly with the asthma, often
having to SIt on the steps of the house in th .. . e open all' most
of the n ight I~ order to breathe. And thus, for three long
y~ars , ~l e re~a.ll1ed there suffering toil and hardships, along
wi t h Iu s afflictIOn. So at the end of the three years with an
additi on of three child ren added to the family, there being
five children in the fami ly at this time, he decided to try his
for t une in Eastern Oregon, where he could enter land. This
was during pioneer days in this new and unsettled country .

\Ve drove through in a covered wagon. My brother, Sam­
uel, aged 10, and myself. 12 years of age, rode horseback,
and drove the cattle, some 10 01' 12 head. \Ve traveled by
way of the Barlow route, which at that t ime was a rough
and infrequ ently traveled road. Aft er a long, hard trip of
10 days, our little caravan came in sight of the rolling
prairie, covered with bunch grass two to three feet high,
waving in the wind like the waves of the ocean.

Here in this wild and unsettled country, my father en­
tered land. The best land had by this time been tak en, so
he was compelled to fil e on a place in a canyon. There was
an open space large enough for a house and barn and corrals
for the stock, also for garden. Th e rest of the land was on
the rolling hillsides. There wer nothing to be seen except
sagebrush and bunch gra ' S, although th ere we:e plenty of
jack rabbits, sand rat-s and howling coyote~ whl?h sent the
. . nth their weird cry, atshivers up and down my spme, wr
night. My fath r had to d~'v t Th Danes to fil on th

. of 1J mil s xaM r rga!J., who di QV
land, a distance . " Ii Was en aged
hi. outfit a iI ea to ' 2l. a us 'Ill' ·ie.d a
to marry fu'ly .st-e .a 111); s a ~I n t b
The Dall ,nil . at I... ah \, dread d. 'tha 10

ith . t· \ 11 ~ 11 I g , a ''!Uf<,~ .
'~I my S) y e .f '" . tlr 00 miles. we had i ust U1~d . OQ
tiresom tl'IP a eer .~
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In th is year, 187 1, I was born. The famil~ lived there until

J873 when my uncle Joseph, with hi s family, moved to Ore­
gon. 'And in the next year the ent ire fami ly m.oved. to Ore­
goon, coming on an emigrant trai n by way of Ca liforn ia . They
arrived in P ot -tl and in September, 1874, and were met at
Salem Oregon, by Solomon Crowley , my grandmother's
nephe;v, who had emigr ated to Oregon in 1852. They soon
purchased la nd in Polk County. in \\'?~t .is known as Red
Prairie. Here th ey once more had adjoin ing fa rms. as my
grandfather desired that all hi s chi ldren sho uld live neal'
him. Uncle Joseph Turnidge se ttled neal' Rickreall , and a
year la ter moved to King Hi ll.

My father remained there fo r five years, where he met
with man y reverses. a nd some sad expe riences , one of wh ich
wa s an accident by burning , wh en their first-born child, little
Emma, near ly lost her life. She and I were bu sily engaged
wa shing our doll' s clothes at a spr ing, a short di stance from
the house, wh ere our mother had just finished her washing.
Sister's dress caught on fir e a s she was stirring the clothes
she had put to boil. In a second the flame s enwrapped her
entire body. I cried to her to jump in the trough neal' by,
but she ran toward the house screaming. Mother hearing
her screams, came running toward her. She tore the clothing
from the child, and was severely burned herself. Emma was
at the point of death for many long dreary weeks.

After living in Polk County for five years, my father, be­
ing a great sufferer from asthma, decided to move to Linn
county, about 75 miles south of where we were th:n livin~,

thinking that a change of climate might be heneficial to hi
hea;Jth. We moved to what was called Muddy Creek, and that

ear thel:!! was a failure of crops and we suffered seve
.l¥.i::Ji1.'a l; ShiJil,S as a result, His health was worse there tlliln

,..,..o=o"=QI1,,,lJ;t , p }£e then, m,Qved to t e ea tern part I!lin
lj.,n1l !pught famt all l'l n i pla~, air

~~~~;;I~ \lJ~ agains 1 , and athg s J'I1
'!"I ill as mm ve M-l a: @u a'n .

i 'ing ~p sell, offgrM i lj §;~ r 11a1 I! .' e.
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ret urn. to the little home in the hills, my father started to
get things ready for the long, hard winter that was ahead.

lIe t hre.w up a small house, as the winters came early.
It wa s bu ilt of rough lumber, 12xl inch. There were four
rooms, two upstairs and two downstairs . He built a shed
for the stock, and made a trip to Arlington to lay in supplies
for the winter . This was 75 miles distant, and the nearest
place where the necessities could be bought. Everything had
t o be freighted in with a team and wagon. This proved to
be one of the hardest winters that had ever been known
ther e. The snow fell to a depth of four feet on the level;
then a slight thaw came for a few days, and that was fol­
lowed by a severe freeze, which froze the snow to a depth
of two inch es. Our hay had given out, and it being impossible
to buy at any pr ice, my father and we children were com­
pelled t o cut through the ice and dig out the snow, in order
that the cattle could fee d on the bunch grass. Several head
died, and the snow was red with blood, where th e cattle
would cut their legs in trying to wad e through snow and ice
to find feed. My father finally bought a ton of st raw fro m
my uncle for $25 per ton.

Toward spr ing our flour and coffee gave out, and we were
compelled to grind wheat on the coffee mill to mak~ bread,
and to parch wheat for coffee. We lived almo st enti rely on
this bread, with potatoes, throughout the I.atter part of th e
winter and spring. Eventually the long winter came ~o an
end yet on e hardship after another followed. We continued
to have hard winters. We lost a good many ca~t1e. .

A year later my brothel', Samuel, was taken III with lung
fever and for weeks his life hung in the balance. The only

I 'I h d was in a little new lumb er house, thrown upsc 100 we a, d: I
. . hbors I had hoped that some uy

hurriedly by the neig . I but when I saw that country
would be able to teach ~ch~~ 'foot, I saw my hopes dwindl e.
school house, about 10 Y f I I d all opportunitv to get

. aI's be or e la .
And It was many ye I d tion up to the element aryon schoo e uca ,
more than a comn:' . of age and it was several
I I , arried at 18 yeai s , . I I

c a ss. "as m , death before I re sum ed my sc 100 -
years after my husband s
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his last Illness was of I ,S \l1" on y about a we k ' d .
services Will be held at th Pri .. e s uration, Funeral
day afternoon at two o'cle knmltlve Baptist ChUl'ch Satur-

"Th d oc .e eceased is survived b tw .
of this city and fi d y \I 0 sons, Oliver and Archie

, ve aughte ' ~1 '
Mrs. Alice Harnot of Portland

l
.\;' rs. ~m~a Morgan and

Elko, Nevada ; Mrs . Lulu Leon~rd I:i I~ ancls Buchanan of
Mrs. Laura Stevens of Tacoma W hi mnton, Oregon, and
spent most of hi lif . ', as ington , Mr. Turnidge

IS I e .as a minister of the Baptist Church
He came west from Missouri in the .\ d . .

k
. eai y ays and lived and

wor ed With the other pioneers of t hi ti H'I db ' . . . s sec IOn. IS home
ia een in the VICInity of Weiser for 35 years."

My father regained his health for a number of .
ft · . t Id I ye31S,a ei coming 0 a 10 and never suffered sIft" d h h d . ' . 0 muc 1 a er-

\I ai ~.s e a prior ~o makmg his home there. Through all
the trial and hardships my father went through, my dear
mother was ever at his side to comfort and encourage him.
She had never known hardships before her marriage. Her
parents were possessed of wealth in her girlhood days, and
she was brought up in a home of refinement , never knowing
anything of the adversities of life. She had never known
what it was to cook a meal before her marriage. They lived
in the south, and her father had many black slaves. His girls
were taught to spin and weave, but never to do what the
people of the south considered menial work. My mother
readily adapted herself to the life which she was compelled,
through unavoidable circumstances, to live. She had a st rong,
motherly instinct, and in her life as a mother and a wife,
she knew much of work and of poverty. H r heart was the
abode of purity, her temper was mild and gentle. She knew
much sorrow but her SOlTO\ was sil nt, M.y mother's death,
left a wound in my heart that time ha not healed. r yearn
for her sympathy and love. Sh \ 'as vel' pati~nt, though
much tried. ..she q.r t,I'Qub.lt'! ,an d hearta hes Without co~~
plairring, SolM i e ao n 1 til' \v lte sC ' but
anyone had:(Q a Mi 1M 01 a ~Wfu yo lQthe
it would be ID)l er d t den !J.",I,·"," ......

"'?s.liillliilaii;'iPl1 koin!<:m DlO h rfor he . lOll :tines 'J.'
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ing', and that was in the night schools in Portland, Ol'egon
and 1 took an extension course from the University at Eu­
gene, beside, taking advantage of the many fine books in
our city library, which 1 consider to be more educational
than the learning you receive in many of t he sc hoo ls.

I often wondered how my father could bear so many hard­
ships with hi s poor health. He had a heavy load to can-y,
His faith was strong in the Lord . He never weakened in his
sublime trust in his Saviour. 1 often like ne d him to Job,
when he said, "though he slay me, yet will 1 trust in Him."
He was true unto the end. 1 never knew him to do a dishon­
est act. He was a man of strong princ iples and he lived up

to them.
One year before he decided to move to Latah County,

Idaho (on account of a ret urn of that dread di sease asthma),
my yo ungest sister was born, m aking seven children in the
family. The next year he sold everyt h ing and moved to
Nor t hern Idaho. My sis ter, Emma Morgan, and family, went
the next yea r . It was during that winter that I was married.
My father Jived near Moscow for a period of years. My
youngest brother was born there. In the year 1895 my father
and the Morgan family moved to Weiser, Idaho, in the south­
ern part of the state, where he pioneered, and built up a
home for his family. He almost recovered his health, for a
good many years, but finally the asthma came back on him,
from which he did not recover up to a short time before his
death, when he seemed to be almost entirely recovered. He
was strong, for one of his age, and was ill only 10 days before
he died. He found great pleasure in working in the garden

and yar d.
he fQllowing obituary notice was copied from the Weisel

hmal :



Imogene (Emma) married Alexander Morgan at The
Dall es, Oregon, August, 188e1 . He was born near Warrens­
burg, Missouri, in 18f5. Died in Idaho, 1~1. He emigrated
to Oregon with his widowed mother and brothers and sisters
in 1865, and set t led near Crawfordsville, Linn County, Ore­
gon, where he remained until he came to Eastern Oregon in
1884. They had three children:

Lelah, born August 4, 1885. She married Hollis 1\1athcw
August 20, 1905. He was born August 14, 1 71. They have
three children : Elwin Hollis, born March 10, 1910, and mar­
ried Hazel Hanson, February 26, 1930. Sh was born April
23, 1910; Edith Loui se born March 18, 1920. Carol Blake
Mathews, born Septemb 1'19, 1922. Rolli Math ws has b n
section foreman f or t he P. L N. R. R. at Coun iI Idah o for

upward of 20 years.
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tel', March 1870 H . ZERS 93, . e moved With his fa .
ty, Texas, September of th rnily to Collins Coun-
dained to t he full work of\~ame . y.ear. He was there 01' ­

Presbytery : Eld Wm Pric E~ I~mstry by the following
con Benjamin Biggs ~nd;' • u. J arris, Adam Scott, Dea-

871 !-I
,eacon ames and Simmo J

1 . e returned to Lawrs C ns, uly,. nce ounty Mis " thm g month. ' SOUl I, e follow-

Sarah M . P igg was born November 17 1850 SI d' d
vember 6 1927 TI ' . ie te No-, . ley were the parents of eight child' .

Imogene (call d E len ,emma), born November 3 1869
Martha Alice, born December 29, 1871. ' .
Samu~1 Clinton, born June 3,1874 : died June 22,1907.
FranCIS Ruthama (Fan), born September 15, 1876.
Lu cy Ell en (Lula ), born September 9 1878.
James William Oliver , born Septemb~r 3, 1881.
Lauretta Rosamond, born February 17, 1888.
Archie Lestin, born April 16, 1890.

:1i --,

"If I were hanged on the highest hill,
Mother o' mine,
Oh, mother 0' mine,
I know whose love would follow me still,
Mother 0' mine
Oh, mother 0 ' mine.
If I were drowned in the deepest sea,
Mother 0 ' mine,
Oh, mother 0' mine,
I know whose tears would flow down to me
Mother 0' mine,
Oh, mother 0' mine.
If I were damned o'body and soul,
Mother 0' mine,
Oh, mother 0 ' mine,
I know whose prayers would make me whole,
Mother 0' mine,
Oh, mother 0' mine."
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was t he best mother and one of t he best women that ever
lived.

How true are the words written by W. D. Howell :
"A man never sees a ll t hat his mother has been to him

til it's too late to let her know that he sees it."
And, "In after-life you may have f r iends-fond, dea r

friends, but never will you have again the inexpressible lov
and gentleness lavished upon yo u which none but a mothe~
bestows."

I know of nothing t hat is a more fit t ing tribute to thi
wonderful mother of mine, than the beautiful lines of RUd~
yard Kipling:
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home of her parents in Latah C t ' 95
lone Morris married fir t p oun y, Idaho, near Moscow.

I S , erry Herndon, July 23, 1909, the

James Samuel Morgan was born December 27, 1895, and
married Alice Irene Hutchifson at Weiser, Idaho, January
10,1923. Her parents were J ohn Edwin and Adelphia Hutch­
iJison. She was born in Richmond, Kansas, March 10, 1900.
their children were : Virginia Irene, born February 19,
1930, in Portland, Oregon ; Laura Jean, born January 22,
1934, Portland, Oregon.
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seven children. Their home is at Camas, Wash . He is em­
ployed in the paper mills:

Russel, born November 5, 1910. He is a senior in Linfield
College at McMinnville, Ore.

Vernon born June 29, 1913; married Marguerite Butler, ,
June 30,1933.

Lowell, born March 6, 1915.
Don, born July 17, 1918.
Robert, born May 9, 1920.
Betty Jean, born March 26, 1923.
Lucile, born February 22, 1911. Died March 15, 1911.

Martha Alice Turnidge married James L. Morris in Gil­
liam County, Oregon, January I, 1890. He was the son of
Claborne Morris and Malinda (Walters) Morris. Claborne
Morris (father of James, deceased husband of Alice Tur­
nidge), was born 1831 and was killed by a man suspected of
being Joe Hess, of Yamhill County, Oregon. He was shot
while on his way home near Newburg, Oregon, as he and his
friend, Enoch (Cap) Withers, were watering their horses
in Chahalem Creek.

The children of Claborne Morris and Malinda Morris
were: James, Mary, and Robert (J~l:i,tjk~ Sey~ral children
in the family contracted smallpo~epl~'hia bed which
someone had slept in by entering the house during the ab­
sence of the family. James Morris and Alice (Tumidgel)
Moris, had two children: lone, born September 18, 1890
;and ames laborne (posthumous child) born December 3 ,

89 His fa her died of pneumonia July 13, 1891, at Mn
eek, Or-egon, while his wife and babe were visiting, at tli



Merritt was born March, 1902, married. Had children:
Martha Louise, born F ebruary 20, 1926; Gene Williard, born
December 10,1927 ; Perry Nathan, born May 28,1 929.

Lucy Ellen (Lulu), born in Linn County, Oregon, Sep­
tember, 1878. She married Albert Fort at Weisel', Idaho.
March 1, 1898. He was drowned at Page, Washington, July
16 1918 while endeavoring to re scue the body of his son,, , .
Paul who was drowned while swimming in Snake River.,
They were the parents of 7 children :

Alberta, born April 8, 1900, and died from hemorrhage of
the brain, February 14, 1908. Marie, born February 18,
1902, married Claborne Morris, her cousin.. Au~ust .1, 1?25.
Fern born October 16, 1906, died of septicemia poisonmg­
She \~~suried at Portland, Oregon . Jannice, born October
24 19 Albert born January 6, 1914. Ena, born November

, . , . d G . Lard 2nd husband.
27, 1916. Lulu Fort, marne eorge eon 3

J William Oliver TUl'llidge was born September ,

188al~esL' County Oregon. He married Ella Cooper,.June
,m mn , h Rex'iord Lill.n!lIL

18 1905 They were married six years w en h .,~
, . 1911 Ray1tIan wa om , •

was born on Febru~l: ithel Waiston in .!lois:e, ldllho, Feb­
1913. Rexfol'd ma:l'le r id e and his firs t wif ep3rated
ruary 20, 1930. Oliver Tu g
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an, June 20, 1895. They had foul' '
bol'll July 25, 1986 H .. ' children: Amos Edgar ,

. e mat lied Ruby Leona Hoagland March
10, 1922. They had four children' Luell F b ~'. a ay om "lay 16
1923; Ethel Irene, born March 21, 1925. ' ,

Ed gar Elden, born J une 28 1929 All ~"It bb . 6 19 . ' . an ivn on, om Sep-
tem ei , 32. Theil' home is at Long Valley, Idaho.

Isis Lura, born May 3, 1898, and married Wm. Franklin
Lathro~, May 17, 1917. They have two children, Kenneth
Franklin, born May 11, 1920; Betty Jean, born August 17
1923. They were divorced 1933. '

Olive was born 1900 and married Orville Dean Kendall
August 13, 1917. Theil' children: Donald Wayne, born Feb­
ruary 2, 1920 ; Dorris Wini fred, born December 28, 1921.
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brother of (Brick) Morris' s wife, Laney Herndon. To this
union was born one child, Margaret, bor n December 23
1911. She married Merle Miller of Morrow Count y, Oregon'
September 21, 1929. To them we re born three children;
Marlene Eli zabeth, born February 21, 1931 ; Ca rol lone, born
Augus t 1, 1923, and Eugen e Merle, born April 10, 1934. lone
Her ndon a nd Perry Herndon separated when Margaret Was
n ine yea rs of age, and the mother married Ralph Elder of
Pen dleton, Oregon. They had one child, Ralph Jr. They se p­
arated wh en he was three years of age. She married E dward
IIIiller, brother of her daugh ter's husband . They had no ch il­
dren.

James Claborne Morris firs t married Ruth Swain, soon
after returning f rom the Wo rld War. They separated two
years later , a nd he mar r ied his cousin, Marie Fort, August
6, 1926. They ha ve no ch ild ren. Three years after the death
of James Morris, Alice Morris married George Routh of The
Dalles, Oregon . They were married in Portland Oregon, by
Judge Morrow in 1894.

Alice Routh, married Clyde Hamot December 9, 1907, at
Vancouver, Wash. He was drowned at Seaside, Oregon, in
Necanicum River, the next May, 1908. Clyde Hamot was the
son of Carson J. Hamot of Pasadena, California, formerly of
Hastings, Nebraska, where the body of his son was taken for
burial (beside his mother), who died when Clyde was about
three years of age. He had two sisters, Essie, the eldest child,
and Ena, who was a babe when her mother died.

Samuel Clinton Turnidge was born in Lawrence County,
Missouri, June 3, 1874. Died June 19, 1907. He married Id
Thornton, daughter of James Thornton, of Idaho, and a de­
scendant of the pioneer Thorntons of Oregon. They wer
married at Weiser, Idaho, June 4, 1905. He died while vi i~
,jl,l$ in Portland, Oregon, (at the home of the writer).
;w s uried at his home in W.ei~er. Idaho. They had no .alii ­

t en.
" -t,:,?1El; anG-IS R:ut ama .F:an) rni

. gOll, Sept~ml) I' 5" ~7i6



Th e l\Iorris FClInily
The Morris 's were pioneers of 1852. They came from

J ackson County, Missouri , and settled in Polk County , Ore­
gon , later moving to Yamhill County. Th ose coming in the
emig rant train were:

Robert Morris, born January 30, 1825 ; Sarah Morris,
born April 7 , 1823; t wins, Milly and Pansy, born lIlay 12,
1822 ; J ohn Morris , born March 9, 1820 ; Mary Morris, born
May 18, 1817 ; Abraham Morris, born January 18. 1818;
J ames Mor ri s, born November 27, 1788 ; Lydia, his wife,
born F ebruary 28 , 1796, died Septe mber 17. 1854 (parents
of Clabo rne Morris I.) ; Sarah Morri s, died Fehru arv 19,
1867 ; Rachel Manis, bam May 5, 1853 ; Celia Morris, born
July 20, 1862 ; Sa rah Belle Morris. hom May 25. 1865 ;
Francis S. Manis, died April 20, 1883; Wm. R. Morris,
di ed January 20, 1871.

The following narrative I copied from th e Diary of Celia
Emily MeMill en Adams, publi shed in the Minutes of . th e
Oregon P ioneer Association of thei r 3:"'nd annual reun ion :

" Crossing the Plains in 1852. Thursday June 10; hard
south wind for several days followed up th e Loup Fork,
this i~ a branch of the Platte, a very rapid stream, filled
with sand bars. Found a f w wild 1'0 es and Y,eJlow dalslesiTo night we camped on a eauti ul spot Wit h plenty ~ ,

O f i l l' Ox n has becam Vel ,wood wat er and grass. ne 0 0
lame ' Timber is ge rally~' . s arae, To da' we , w wo

. Q I I d a d \\ ·'tt n,\ jt tl a. en:' I I , Ml1r~'
n w grav.es . n 1 lea . "t 't . !forris 3ge;d
1\" /I "ea n t:I oth \\ S, J.! , ""•

• OIT site j in :scatt · d a 'ound whi<;.l\
9 years m oot! 0

1'111,': 'I HA1L BLAZEI~~ D9
at 15 years of age. He worked f '
College of Idaho at Caldwell : n

l
donettyeadr dand entered the

-k d f . th ,a en e one term. He
WO I e 01 e State Surveyin tfit d .'

d t d g ou Ul mg the summer
an re urne t o the college and finish d th t t 'hi fi e a erm when he
go.t I S r~t school in t he home neighborhood, where he is
st ill t eaching. J ames Calvin T urnidge ad t d f. , op e son 0 Ar-
chie a nd Isabelle Turnidgs, was born in Boise Id h A .'1
26, 1918. ' a 0 , pn
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and he married Ruby Williams October 29, 1922. T hey ha y
three children: Hilda, born F ebruary 28, 1924 ; Shel do~
Carl, bam F ebruary 5, 1926; Opal, bo rn July 17, 1927. The
famil y are livin g on the old homestead t hat Mr . Tur nidge
homesteaded wh en he was 21 years of age.

Rex Trunidge, son of Wm. Oliver
Turnidge, son of the fifth genera­
tion from Eld. Wm. Turnidge.

Laura was born February 17, 1888, in Gilliam County,
Oregon. She married Hague Stevens at Weisel', Idaho, Sep­
tember 25, 1904. Their children were: John Merril, born

ecemoer ft5, 1905, married Lenore Fogul in Portl ne!, OIe­
on, il1) B. No issue. They separated. Hague Augustu~ bor
a ar 9, ,1919, married Alta Dawson of Seattle, Washm

l! a 'l}a t ive of Kentucky, No issue. They se
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cized , War hke--power f I ' . 1
mottoes of the familie u 111 War) , to thi s, one of the

. faunti s seem to have r fman auntIbus.-Nati on IE ' e erence-l\larte_et
a ncvclopedta , Vol. 4.

The family of James and L I'
Robert Morris si"'1 . f tl yc ia Morn s descended from

, 0 ' ei 0 ie Decla r ti f I
and his wife, Mary Morris R b . ' 1\1

1
a IOn 0 ndependence,

. , 0 ei t orris was b . E
land, J anuarv 20 1734 H . ' om III ng­
13. li e later ' ' . . e came .to Amer-ica at the age of
. ) . entered the mercant ile house of Charles Will
mg, of I t .Iladelphia , Pennsylvania. In 1751 he entered int~
p.a rtl~ers :IP with his son. At t he beginning of the Revolu­
tion It \\ ~s t he largest commercial house in Philadelphia
Mr. Morns :spoused the cause of th e Colonies, and sign;ci
the ~eclarat lOn of Independence, and was a member of the
Cont ine ntal Colonies in 1775 On Julv 0) 177(' lt d. . .... , ), te YO e
against the resolution for Independence and on the -lth he
refu sed to vote on the declaration, because he considered
the vote premature. When it was adopted, he signed it.

Hard money was lacking to pay the bounties offered bv
Congress. When Washington attempted to recruit his arl11~;.
December , 1776, it was an ur gent necessity at a moment.
The Congress had just ordered the issue of 50,000 dollars
in paper mon ey. But the credit of that bodv was so low
that many good Republicans refused to take curre ncy.
Washington applied to Robert Morris. whose credit stood
high , as well as his skill as a financier, for a large sum in
hard money. Morris doubted his ab ility to ruis it. In a de­
spondent mood he left his count ing room at a lat e hour ,
musing, as he walked, on the subject of th requisition. He
met a wealthy member of th e Society of Friends, to whom
he made known his wan ts .

"Robert, what security could'st thou giv ? " asked his

friend.
"My note and my honor," Morvis replied.
"Thou shalt have it," was the r spons of th Quaker.
The next da y Morris wrote to Wash.ingt:Qn :
"I was up earlY this morning 0 dispatch 0,000 dollars

to your Excellen v:"

ERS

caused us to think they had died with some contagious dis­
ease. Here we done some washing. Made 18 miles."

J ames Claborne Morris moved to Wasco County, Oregon,
and was there during the hard wi nter of 1861-2. Nearly all
t hei r stock died, and they came back to Yamhill County,
where CIa borne Morris lost his life, a fe w years later , at
t he hands of an assassin who waylaid him on hi s way home.
His wi dow, Malinda Walter s Morris, after hi s dea t h, mar­
ried Enoch Withers. They moved to E astern Oregon , and
settled in Wasco County, later named Gill iam County. The
name was derived from Col. Cor nelius Gill iam. It was
changed by an act of the State Leg islature, F ebrua r y 25,
1885. Col. Cornelius Gilliam commanded the forces of the
provisional government, 1847-48, a fte r the Whitman Mas­
sacre, in the campaign a gainst the Ca yuses. He was killed
toward t he end of the cam paign , March 24, 1848, while
drawi ng f rom the wagon a rope for his horse; the rope
caught the hammer of the gun and discharged it, killing
him. Col. Gill iam was born in North Carolina in 1798 and
came to Oregon in 1844. Wasco County, was divided into
three counties, Gilliam, Morrow and Wasco. Capt. Enoch
Withers and his wife were among the best r espected fam­
ilies of the neighborhood. Mrs. Withers was ever a friend
of the sick. Most of their children and grandchildren are
still living in Gilliam and Wheeler Counties. The Perkins
family , and the Morris family, were related through mar­
riage, both being old pioneers of Yamhill County. Delmar
Perkins came to Yamhill County and settled in Lafayette,
and they are still living in the old home built in 1856. They
celebrated their golden wedding October 21, 1933. Mrs.
Berkins was Belle Bryan, a direct descendant of Daniel
iBQ.!'lfi.e, famous Kentuckian. Mr. Perkins' father served
s fNen ea rs under Geo. Washington in the Continent I

M.!H:·S:family came to Oregon with the Scotts and oWe
fill i s, Md .settled in this district.

. in f:tJhe name-of Morris was Welsh. It is a na
n it~ and is known under various rottl'iogv ­

IS ~m os.ed of the Welsh words Mawr-rice (angl"



Sarah Morris married Franklin Bryan. Their children

were:
James Parker Bryan, born February 16, 1884.
Lydia Ann Bryan, born June 25, 1845.
George J. Bryan, born February 14, 1847.
Rachell Elizabeth Bryan, born April 5, 1851.
William R. Bryan, born March 18, 1849.
Joel A. Bryan.
Franklin Bryan.
Thomas H. Bryan.
Stephen Douglas and Charles C. (twins) . Stephen D. was

killed by a load of oement fl\lling on rom.
Glaborne Bryan.
Sarah Isabelle B ri Ii . aJD~l~~.M~· 1:l;~~~7J'!."'; ·

hill Colmty. Slfe am·eigf;1I~~'j;t;;~~~~1~·~ !~;:~~;" ,~Jl.:if

Death s :
George W. Morris, died June 18, 1901.
Mary (Cummings) Morris, his wife, died in Yamhill

County , Oregon, February 28, 1888.
George Francis Morris, died in Oregon, November 1.

1863.
Effie Viola Morris, died December 8, 1884.
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J ohn Henry Morris, born in Josephine County Oregon

February 2, 1867. ' .,
Robert Edwin Morris, born in Josephine C to'

Ma rch 30, 1869. oun s, regen,

William C. Morris, born in Cowlitz County, Washington,
August 14, 1871.

Kat ie Agnes Morris, born in Cowlitz County, Washing­
ton, March 30, 1873.

Clara Ethel Morris, born 111 Umatilla County, Oregon,
March, 1878.

Eff ie Viola Morris, born 111 Umatilla County, Oregon,
November 13, 1880.
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Malinda Morris, widow of Claborne Morris, and later

the wife of Enoch Withers, often said that she could re­
member her husband's father saying that his grandfather
Robert Morris, was a Quaker, and that he wore a three~

corne re d hat.
Th e Family of Morris

This was r ecorded by CIaborne Morris, January 8, 1859,
Car ro l County, Kentucky:

James Morris, born in Kentucky, November 27, 1788 ',
Lydia, Ashley, his wife, born February 28, 1796 ; Mary
Morris (Runyan), born May 18, 1817 ; Abraham Morri~',
born January 18, 1818; John Morris, born March 9, 1820 ',
Milly and Nancy (twins), born 1\lay 12, 1822; Sarah Eliza­
beth (Bryan), born April 7, 1823 ; Robert Morris, born
January 30, 1825 ; J ames Mor r is, born April 15, 1827 ;
George W. Morris, born March 15, 1828 ; Claborne Morris,
born November 25, 1831 ; Rachel Morris (Elder), born Sep­
tember 10, 1832; P erry Morris, born June 22, 1834; Ma rtha
A. Morris (Hatcher), born January 4, 1836. The above
children were born Clay County, Kentucky.

Deaths :
James Morris I., died at Pekin, Washington, September

1, 187l.
Lydia (Ashley) Morris, died August 18, 1871, born in

~·~~¥.ucl{;y.,

I e Morris I., died (murdered) in year 1869.



Family of Eliza (Tlll'lIid{}c) Stakcly

Eliza 'I'urnidge was born in Ray County , Missouri, in
1851, March 20. She married Thomas Stakely in Lawrence
County, Missouri, in 1867. She is the daughter of John Tur­
nidge and Ruthama (Crowley) Turnidge, and grand­
daughter of Elder William Turnidge, pioneer ~f Ray
County Missouri. She came to Portland, Oregon With her
parent; in 1874, residing for many years in Pol~ County,
where they settled when first coming to the Pacif Coast.
She and her husband are both living in ~ortland a.t the
present time. He is 86 years of age , and she IS 84. She IS th e
last of her generation living. They are t he parents of th e

following children: . 0 H'
Ida born in Missouri, 1867. She maeried eorge 1lI-

h '. P Jk County Oregon nd moved to El[s~eJ'n OXe-
s a~ llI

G
'JJ?am f:ount; al10u 1.885 The'if eldest; nna 31 §o ,

gon In I I "'h rna:s Velma {In e'
named William Was J1 rn there...., 0 JCI
trude, The ilaugnters married urot'h a namEd! :M ~Qna .

Grandchildren of Mary (Morris) Smith and Eugene
Smith , deceased :

Loyd Smith married Wealthy Jones. They had two
children : Viola and Jack.

Earl Smith married Gladys Wilson. They had four chil­
dren : Robert, E ar l, Edgar and Donald.

Georgia Smith married William Hardie. They had two
children : Wilbur and Earl.

Pearl Smi th married Elmer Johnson. They had two chil­
dren: Eugene and Mary.

Edgar Smith married Greta Me. Rea. No children.
Clarence Smith married LoRita Haws. They had two chil­

dren: Wilbur and Norma Rea.
Gladys Smith married Howard Mortimer. They had two

children: Richard and Bonita.
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R~bert Lee (Brick) Morris married Laney Herndon of

Fossil, Oregon. T~ey had no children. lIe was two years of
age at the time his father , CIaborne Morris, was killed.

e . , March 14, 1877, at Pettyesville, Oregon.
Th eil' childre n were :

Willi am Armand Pettyes, bam December 20, 1877.
Almi ra Hozilla Pet tyes, born February 21, 1880.
Ma ry Peltyes, born February 17, 1883.
Walter Man vill e Pet tyes , born Septem ber 12 , 1884.
Eustace Ma r ion Pettyes, bam August 12, 1897. Died May

5, 1915.

Mary Pettyes di ed February 25, 1883.
Manvi lle B rown Pettyes died at J ennings Lodge, Oregon,

April 3 , 1919.
Sa ra h (M anis) P ettyes is living neal' Cor ne lius, Oregon,

with he I ' son, Walter Pettyes. She is 75 years of age.

Clabe Bryan, Tom and Charles are brothers. Tom Bryan
di ed at Condon , Oregon, where his widow, Mary Bryan, is
living at the present time.

Cha r les lives at Lafayette, Oregon, and Clabe lives at
Forest Grove, Ore.



Fam ily of Jessie Turll idg .
Howard Miller Turnidge, born Apri l 6, 1914, Jopl.m,

Missouri. Mar ri ed June 5, 1932, Eastland, Tex'lls, Olive
Hotchkiss, born August 22, 1913, Waco, Texas. 89 Belle-

W'l1' Arthur Turnidge, born October 25, 18 ,
ville,! ;~\~souri. Married June 22, 1913, Oswego, Oregon,

Lul a Ida Shreve. A ' I 20 1867 Missouri. M'arri d
J Turnidge born prt " M'llesse I W bi> City Missouri, tI Elba ! •

May 5, 1878, south of e 1M;'{ 1860 A:tl nta, nl'no' .
Dceba Miller, Borfl &e e~ of W b ity Mi ou i,

Married Ml£y 5, 1 8~ ! s ut _,.10"'.,

Tu rnidge.
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Wilham Edward Stakely married Alt W'II' Th

h d t I ild . a I Jams. ey
a wo c 11 ren, fi rst died ' second D ' . d L. . . ' ,orrIS, marne eon-

ard Downing, Wilham and Alta separated.
Eth~1 Stakel~ married first, Edmond Dickson. They had

one child, Ma xine. She married Jimmie Keltner. They have
two children. Ethel's second husband was Harry Neep. They
had one child which died in infancy.

Family of J essie T urn idge and Uceba (Mill er) TUl'llidgr

Jesse Turnidge (born April 20, 1867, Missouri}, marrier!
May 5, 1878, south of Webb City, Missouri. Uceba Miller
(born September 14, 1860, Atlanta. Illinois.)

Daisy Turnidge married Seth Thomas. They have two
children.

Glenna Thom as mar ried -- Allen. One child: Byron
Al1en.

Kenneth Thomas.
Claude Turnidge married Maggie --. Ruth Turnidge,

only child except one adopted son.
--, a dau ghter , died. .
Helen Loui se Turn idge, born December 27, 1916, Joplin,

Missouri.
Pauline Marie Tumidge, born October 17, 1924, Abiline,

Texas.
Glenna J ean Turnidge, born January 21, 1926, Abiline,

Texas.

R~I B A ERS
Velma married William, and they have three children : WiI­
dred, Owen and Joseph.

Gert rude marri ed Ralph. They have two children, Loraine
a nd Ralph. George Hinshaw and his wife separated.

Rosetta Emeline born in Lawrence County, Mis sour i in
186 9, married J ohn Flanery in Polk County. They had the
fo llowing chi ldren: Ora married William Bowles and sepa,
rated soon after marriage. One son was born named Ever­
ett. She died soon after birth of child, Effie Flanery married
Harry Hobson. Their children were : Norville, John, Harry
Jr., Joan and Zetta. Bert Flanery married Gertrude Wil­
liams. They had the following children: Mary and J ean.
Frank Flannery married Josephine Harper. They have one
child, J er ry. Vera Flanery married Donald McIntosh. Le­
verna Fl anery married Gordon Mathews. No children.
Chester Flanery, single.

Ruthie Jane Stakely, born 1871 , in Lawren ce County,
Missouri, and married Wallace White in Oregon. They went
to Texas where they remained for severa l years, fi nally
returning t o Oregon where he died October, 1926. Their
fi rst two ch ildren died.

Hazel married Raymond Knowles . Their children were:
Irene (deceased), Lee and Madeline.
Herald White married Vera Johnson. They had four chil­

dren : Bettie, Louise, Eugene and Shirley.
Mable White married Clarence Schelin. Their children

were: J oan and J ohn.
Ralph, White, single. Alden White married Evelyn Rice,

11 y had one child, Robert Ernest, single.
~"""lu~I'.. a Stakely mar ried Wade Mashburn. Their children

eElL erlie, married John Yeager; Earl, s ingle ; Leslie,
s ; Lenora married Walter Mills, no ch ildren. Gen

- d Southworth; one child, Marylin.

MI: 6
J

mall ;jea Malrion Byron . Tneir chil~[

e cease ; Bessie E , m.aI'xied C. W M
i e . ell eneth, Rob'ert I

I il n Iter ~. i8.aMtno-nd , enCll
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Pennsylvan ia. Margaret Ke I . I
ra iser and dairyman. P Ol. Ie was a farme r, stock

Margaret Keplor born M I
21. 1879. ' arc 1 17, 1799. Died December

Richard Shreve, born September 25 1760 D' d S t
bel' 12. 1822. Married 1783, Margaret 'Newb~ld ie ep em-

Marga ret Newbold born May 26 1766 D' d' S
10 1852 R I • •. ie eptember

• . e ated to Newbolds in En I I I
t d t l

g ana, w 10 manufac-
ure cu er y.

Will iam Shreve. born August 4 1737 Bu I' gt C t. " r III on oun y,
New J ersey. DIed 1812, Burlington Count· N J .M . d M }, ew ei sey.

arne ~y 8, 1756, Springfield. New Jersey, Anna Ivins.
Anna IVIllS.

Thomas Newbold.
Benjamin Shreve. born June 9, 1706. Died 1751. Married

F ebruary 23. 1729. Burlington County, New Jersev bv
Friends' ceremony, Rebecca French (married at S\;\:ing­
f ield ) .

Ca leb Shreve, born about 1652. Died Burl ington County ,
New J ersey, 1741. Married about 1680, Sarah Areson,

Thomas Shreve, married to Martha -- before 16,1 9.
Died May 29, 1675. Probably born before 1620.

Martha --, probably born not later than 16:35.
Sir William Shreve, probably born around 1590. Tradi­

tion says the latter part of the sixteenth cent ury and t his
seems reasonable. Allowing 30 years for a generation and
his grandson was probably born around 1650.
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J ohn Turnidge.
Ru th ama Cro wley.
Robert Miller, born April 16, 1820, Kentucky. Died March

3. 1913, near Webb Cit y. Missouri. Married F ebruary 8
1845. Indiana , Cha r ity Myers. '

Char ity Myers. born J anuary 20, 1828. Died Apr il 7
1909, near Webb City, Missouri. Married February 8. 1845:
Indiana. Robert Miller.

Dabner Miller. born in Virginia .
- - Tarrance.
E dwa r d Miller, born in England. Lived to be 100 years old.
J ohn My ers.
Tarane --
Lula Ida Shreve, born June 22, 1888, Union City, P enn­

sylvania. Died F ebruary 24 , 1932, Abiline, Texas. Married
June 22, 1913, Oswego, Kansas, William Arthur Turnidgs.

Clement M. Sh reve , born December 8, 1859, Union Town­
•hip, P ennsylvania. Died May 7, 1920. Married August 23,
1882, in U n ion City, Pennsylvania, Mary Elizabeth Wilson.
He served eight years as chief of police and constable of
Union City and 17 years as tax collector.

Mary Elizabeth Wilson, born August 23. Married August
23, 1882, Union City, Pennsylvania, Clement M. Shreve.

John Shreve, born February 10, 1827, Union Township,
Pennsylvania. Died September 26, 1895, Union Township,
~enns&lvania. Married January 8, 1859, at Remsen, New
~ lIen L. Bellinger.

E'llen ellinger.

elfin Wilson, born May 18,
[iI ' a l:Jecember 21, 1923.

Ii mpson, born --, 1883. Died October 2
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Orego.n was called. I don't doubt that many of the women
were 1Il tears, for. I know grandmother was leaving a com­
fortable home, With four small children and a fifth ex­
pected. ~he. said th~t each day of the first two years spent
in a cabin III Yamhill, Oregon, she was glad to see the sun
go down, for one more day of her lonely life far from all
her fr iends and relatives was behind her. '

Most women in that day clung to the familiar and loved
sense of home and the story of the heartaches and bravery
of women through all the ages, who have followed their
men to pioneer lands, enduring a life of hardships unim­
aginable to th e present generation, would fill volumes.

Th eir journey was like that of hundreds of families who
crossed the plains- they made a circle of their wagons at
night, all camped inside the circle, and the men took their
turn as guards, to keep the Indians from scattering and
driving off their cattle. Many times their only fuel on the
plains was th e dry buffalo chips. Grandmother said she
would hurry out as soon as they camped to gather her
apron full before th ey could all be picked up by the other
women.

I understand that the "Donner party" was a part of thi s
train. At Fort Hall, in Idaho, the train separated, part of
them going by the Barlow trail farther north-now a part
of the Mount Hood loop highway. My grandparents stayed
with the train, the first one to come over the southern rout~.

The whole train was met by Captain Applegate and his
men , who had come through the Cascade ~ange on horse,­
back in search of a shorter way into the Willamette V~lIe).
The train was urged to continue by the route the) ha~
blazed and they were told there was much bet~er ~eed Ta~

, . t to reach their destmatlOn.
that it was a shor er way . to follow his advice came
part of the train that was afral~ and not only reached th
by the then-kllOwn Ba:rlow Ro d the t t -

1 . ks anead 1mb wei l! spare
Willamette Val ey 111 wee ok the n w way. AbQ\lf< lift,
ri ble ordeal of tbose ~ho I ate these b'reaking up in
wagons followed CaptaIn. A'pp g ; acb The Bad all be IT
small trains of eight ilr arne Wllgon.e~~.~~~~~

" T he S pirit of the Oregon Country"
By B ERTHA L. D UNCAN

It 's the old story-yet ever new-t he sto ry of the pio­
neers crossing th e plains ; their hardships and their
courage.

Sitting around the fireplac e evenings, when we lived with
Grandma Miller, I heard the tale to ld ove r and over but
always with deepest interest. So, when I came to Oregon
years later and crossed the r ivers a nd creeks, hea rd the
names of counties , towns a nd people, mem ory awoke and I
felt the urge to know more of those fa r-a way years of my
fami ly's ea r ly history. I sta rted to sea rc h aroun d Albanyc;
one inquiry led to a nother , and for pure joy and interest
this exploration is unequalled in my expe r ience.

1 delved into old newspapers. I spent hours at the Oregon
Historical Society in Portland, browsing among the his­
tories a nd old records of Oregon. I hunted up the oldest
pion eers in Linn County. 1 discovered unknown relatives by
the dozens. The Turnidges had surely been prolific enough.
I found an old aunt, Mary Turnidge Kelsoe, 82 years of
age, living in Portland, who had come across the plains at
the age of two years. She unearthed old clippings, family
Bible records and daguerreotyes. Her remarkable memory
enabled me to recall the smallest details of her own life,
as well as those told to her by her mother.

I found a little history written by a Mr. Carter who came
11 same train of prairie schooners as the Turnidges-e­

I a t om Lost River as far as Eugene. His story coin­
ex:aatJlMi :wit h Aunt Mary's; and so, 'af ter many months

u ing, the history was pieced together.
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wa rned by th e Ca ptain that no time must be lost, for the
road mu st be made as they went, a long and wearisome
task. Fall was not far away and the mountains were yet to
cross. Th ey trav eled by Lost River, losing ten head of cattle
there, the Indians stea ling them at night; but my folks were
not among the losers. They crossed the Klamath River at
Spencer Creek, the way leading by J enny Creek; and Emi­
grant Creek was named for this train.

I quote the followi ng from a letter written by E . O.
A pplegate, son of Ca pta in Applegate, dated October 29,
1927 :

" Yours of the t went ieth inst. at hand. I will say in reply
that I regret very m uch not having seen you last summer
wh en you ca lled her e, for I am quite sure that I might have
been able to give yo u some information in regard to the
early history of this country that may have been interest­
ing to you.

"The south Emigrant road, sometimes mentioned as the
Applegate Cut -off, was located by fifteen men from the
Willamette Valley, where our only American settlement in
the Oregon Country was at that time (1846); and from
your statement it is evident that your grandfather was
one of the first immigration over the new route.

"The fifteen men who hunted out the new way crossed
the Lost River about 25 miles south of here on a rough
ledge, always since known as the "Stone Bridge" and at
that point we erected a stone marker on July 6, this year,
the eighty-first anniversary of the date of their crossing.
On the great stone, which perhaps weighs approximately
two tons, there is a bronze plate on which is engraved the
names of the 15 explorers. This was the crossing place
o the ·mmigr.ants for a good many years, and do doub

f.it1 a~a hel' c ossed there late that year. In fact iii
r.a in: is lat-e hat t e rainy sea QlI. set in before t

~ . arne • a l:I 1!ir- JOUI' ey throug 11
tir. s . i M Ilr. ugH it ~o ;Ii

ansi ae hal' slii . '
I r- Ile II Ui
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were fa ced one way by Klamath Lake, and so their way
must lead over a long, steep hill, which meant more delay.
It took 12 yoke of oxen to pull each wagon slowly to the
summit of that hill; and after all were up but one man,
who had been walking and driving cattle, they drove on.
That night in camp he was missed, and several of the men
turned back to look for him, but it was soon dark and the
fear of the Indians drove them back to camp. Early in the
morning a party of men went back, and this time they
found him stripped to the waist and pierced with 20
arrows. There was not a minute's time to lose and so a
shallow grave was made and grandfather (a preacher) said
a few words over him .

From here on their way led througn canyons and over
boulders. At one place they had to lead the oxen around a
huge boulder and let the wagons down over it with ropes,
one at a time. This all took days of most gruelling work­
and winter was close upon them. They lived.mostly on game
which they were able to kill ; their su pplies were all but
gone' their cattle were getting thin, and if it hadn't been for
a few beef cattle driven to meet them as they near~d the
Rogue River Valley, this might have been the end of their

small amount of flour was sent, but It had been
story. A b d was so dirty th ey could hardlytrampled out y oxen an
eat the bread made of it .

. . h d now set in, and they made only a
The winter rams. a th mud with th eir weakened oxen

few miles each day I~ :ost of'the time. For several days
and themselv~s hungry thi t eat and grandmother
at a time their oxen had nt ~n~ t~lem ' Coming up a hill,
said it fairly hurt her t~ oOon: of the' head oxen fell and
where is now Canyon CltY'h k d him and he rolled to the
could not get up; so they u:at~~e; their feelings were they
bottom of the canyon. W h ending-even fo r an QX-
had to leave him there. Suo an 'Iy all the wa f rom J[()It<
after plodding patientl! and wear! ~... hltcbed in his la

. ., A big roan ow was lie:
County, MissourI. on Often in :fol1d · ng-ll.t;reaJ!'l:l%.:;~
and they moved slowly b d GaitlUing W W e n "".:::..,~
got waber in the wagllw e s.



ing the~ in the mud and rain was a nightmare to all. Sev­
eral babies wer e born during this time.

Mr. Carter tells of three men who went on ahead, as they
could t~'avel faster on foot, thinking to reach a settlement
and bri ng back supplies. The woods were full of berries
and although they were nearly starved, they were afraid
to eat the berries, thinking they were poison. On the third
day out, they met a man who told them they were salal ber­
ries and that the Indians almost lived on them. Dan Tool, a
portly young man, on hearing this, devoured a quarter of an
acre of vines, berries and all.

Several days after ente r ing the Willamette Valley, an­
othe r halt had to be made to bury Leland Crowley, daughter
of Thomas Crowley, buried at Grave Creek. This was the
fo urth one of the Crowley family to pass away since they
star ted on their journey.

Aunt Mary told me that Thomas Crowley was the
wealthiest man in his county in Missouri, but out here in
this wilderness his money meant nothing. There was no
place within many miles to buy the comforts they so much
needed. He was buried without even a coffin. Long Tom
Creek was named for him. He was buried at the head of
this creek.

They now arrived at the present site of E~gene . One
small cabin stood where the beautiful college city now I S.

It was built by Eugene Skinner and was known as Skin-
. . N ber 1846 my grandparentsner's cabm. And so in ovem er, ,

and their children slept for the first time i~ sev~n months:
indoors again-and theirs were the first white children ever

to sleep in Eugene. h -inter in
The cattle were left in care of a man for t ~ wI rand­

Eugene. Through this wilderness country my braveIf h'ld
b k on a man's saddle, one sma c I

mother rode horse ac th h Id the two-year-01d
clinging behind her and g;andm

16u
e~ h:r horse mired and

baby on her lap. In cro.88.1I1g ~ s g frigntened and called
began t o flounder about; she e:Crandfathet rysne.d to
for one of the men ta j,come t~l] h:;s¢ and she s.tood Imos
her side and top her ~rQm e

w t gr 1, an l'iungry ana wet , wa s a terrible ex-
per ience, a nd a number of them never got through.

In my grandpa rent 's little cavalcade of wagons was the
Crowley fa mily, grandmother's relatives. At Cow Creek
fl a ts they bur ied a son, and afterwards they built a fire
over the grave and then drove their wagons over it to hide
a ll trace of it from Indians. Later their daughter was
buried near a creek not far from the present site of Rose­
burg. Grave Creek is named on the state map, and it was
named f rom the grave of Leland Crowley, daughter of
Thomas Crowley, who died two weeks after Leland's death.
(Grandmother 's cousin) . They buried her in the cen ter of
a corral and burned 'a lot of brush on the spot, but they
were sure afterwards that the Indians were wat ch in g every
move; as three years afterward, in 1849, when grandfather
went to the gold mines in California, he stopped a nd buried
her bones. Mr. Carter relates in his st ory of this trip that
two years la ter he passed that way again and saw her beau­
tiful a uburn hair, as lovely as it had ever been.

Winter was now upon them, a nd they were still 200 miles
f rom t hei r goal. At this place they entered the Umpqua
Canyon; and for seven days over frightful roads they trav­
eled through this dismal, wet place, and it poured on them
every night. In desperation the emigrants were all leaving
behind them whatever they could possibly do without­
cher ished possessions they had brought all this way from
their now distant homes-so that the roadside was strewn
with a ll manner of things. Mr. Carter says, "One Mr. Wood
brop~ht a h ive of bees safely this far, but the wagon upset
in a :or ek , broke the hive to pieces, and the bees all

mow: . Had h e got through with them he had an offer of
11 till
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to be set on, the roof only about half hi 1 h .

ildi At as Iglastemam
hui l mg. several places we saw tl ," I ld I. '1 ie origma 0 og
cablll bu i t by the parents 01' grandparents, still used as a
wood 01' store house. We explored all the old deserted ones
an~ f ound old hand-made chairs, what-nots, and in the
att Ics of two places, old hand-made spinning wheels. I saw
grandmother's spinning wheel (in pieces) ; the wheel was
four feet hi gh and spokes were hand turned. I stood in the
attic over the kitchen at Uncle William Turnidge's old
home, near Mills City, and felt and saw many things that
I could not possibly put into writing. Surely nowhere else
in this country have the sons walked in the footsteps of the
fat he rs , even on t he same land, that free land that brought
their forefathers from their homes in the East, the Middle­
West and the South to endure nameless sufferings and
hardships. And I believe most of the people in and around
Scio are still the fi r st , second and third generation of the
ear ly pioneers of the Oregon Country.

We visited Aunt Becky Crabtree Morris in Scio, and 1
will give in her own words some of her answers to my
questions:

"My parents lived in Virginia, had five children and
moved to Missouri; had five more children and moved to
Oregon in 1845; settled in what is now Scio a~d h~d five
more children. Father talked of moving to Cahforma, but
mother said 'No, we hav e family enough.'

"I was born in Missouri in 1842 and was nearly !our years
old when we started West. I remember many things about
crossing the plains. (She named the four o~en that pulled
their wagon). When we came to this pl~ce, ~t was a heaven

rth : b ti f I high grass waved in Silver and green
on ea , eau I u M times I called my brothel'
shades as far as you could see. ~nYd of deer from our front
to bring his gun, and I saw a er

door. I do remember him' he was
"Joe Turnidge? I should say t Id Un 1

. h -d pr a b. It was a Q
the first man I evei Elal re bu kskin pants, anti I
Jimmy Curl's house, . and he \~obuckskin from the Indians
went there in mocGaSl/ls. We go

waist deep in m uddy water . It was now December. She rode
th e rest of th e way, wet and cold. .

Th ey bought out a sq uatte r's r ight with a ca bin on it 01

the north fo rk of the Ya mhi ll River in Yamhill Count y an~
moved into it on Chr istmas day, 1846, On January 12, 12
days after their first arrivel, a daughter was born . Here
grandmot he r spent her fir st lon ely yea r in Oregon with
five small children in a one-room cabi n fa r from ot her set­
t lers : for in those early days the Willamette Valley was a
wi lde rness.

In the spring of 1848 t hey moved into Linn County and
pre-empted 320 acres of free land each ; making 640 acres
located between t he forks of the Santiam River on Thomas
Creek, not fa r from Scio---and acr oss from J efferson. Part
of this acreage was the high bottom lands, a nd here they
added to t he cabin f ound on the place. The cabin was made
of hand-hewn logs and had a mighty fireplace, with two
doors but no windows; for there was no place to buy win­
dow panes in those days. Here they were more comfortable
and grateful to have a real log house. The nearest flour mill
was at Oregon City, miles away; and it took a week to go
with an ox team to the mill and have their grain and corn
ground into meal and returned; so long weeks often went
by when they had no meal for bread but boi led the corn
and wheat. They could have deer, elk or bear any time,
sometimes shot from the front door; and everywhere were
grouse, sagehens and pheasants; so they never lacked fresh
meat. All the cooking was done over the fireplace. Aunt
Mary said she well remembered their first stove, and she
was a good sized girl then.

>.Gr andf a t her Turnidge was a Hardshell Baptist preacher
e f the 11r8.t men to preach in that part of Oregon.

M e ch 1 'Sp nt several days around Soia, where I £4 f
s ~ tel t he snidt of the Oregon Country. I fou

e r.a l ty: e 9.11 arch~tecture in the old Home al
H :Ii t a til all~-I rge squa:re 11 aJUg I:l iI -

!lijiili~a Ilstai r.~ Ion i a ws, 'C.
~~~'2:1""i; ""ern l:l 1; m ront llPstaU'jl wlllli n Q f.i
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eyes twinkled with fun and her mem ' .
which to marvel. OIY was somethmg at

My folks .and m?st of the early pioneers raised sheep for
the wool with which to make their own clothes. The wool
was cleaned, carded and spun and made into different pat­
terns of cloth on a huge, hand-made 100m. Even blankets
were woven , and socks and stockings were knitted for all.
Grandmothe,r m~de t~e clothes by hand, even making
grandfather s SUItS, his best one being a salt and pepper
weave that he wore to preach in.

My father, James Curl Turn idge, was born in 18-1 9­
named afte r their neighbor, Unc le Jimmy Curl.

In May, 1849, grandfather , together with Marion and
Tom Munkers (relatives of grandmother) sta rte d for the
gold rush in California, In th e late summer the two Munk­
ers returned on horseback, leaving grandfather to fini sh a
claim ; and in October he left San Francisco on a sailing
vessel for Portland. They were becalmerl on the ocean and
he was three months get t ing back to Linn County. He harl
sent word to grandmother th at he would be home ill about
three weeks; and when week afte r week went by and he
never came, she almost gave him up for dead. Aunt M~ry
told how each time they saw a man coming in their direction,
grandma would shade her eyes with her han.d and start
toward him, saying to the children, "I wonder If that could
he your father." When he finally did come, she h~d seen
him and had walked a quarter of II mile to meet him. W.e
can only guess at how she felt-left alone from May until
January with six small hildr n, the baby but two months
old Th~n there were the long months of waiting, not ~~ow­
in . if he would ever come back. She would take WIlham,

g with the ox team, they would go lor a
the oldest boy, and it n wet to th \ aist, feed­
load of wood, apq sh? was v ry,o k On da- she heard II>

ing the stock and d i)lg ~ fil nns ~o~ . STiIliam t.u e w.haP
eommot ioncg iilg lSI mhe tha n
was W:rtl~ n s Ii ellG ~':Jj:aq;~r~¥iilJ~~ .Hi i1
wa the ~lgge ell ai:l~ h 110
six fee lOng I
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and the women made garments of it . My brother learned
to make moccasins. Later we gat he re d tanbark and we
tann ed the hides of animals and made our own shoes. There
we re lot s of Indians here then . The Ca lapooias were
fri endly. The first funera l I ever saw was of an Indian
boy. Th ey dug a hole straight down a nd kept on measur ing
him a nd then the hole; and when it was deep enough, they
wra pped his blankets around him a nd stood him in, feet
first; covered him over and pu t a ll of his belongings on the
g rave.

"The India ns lived in wigwams made from long strips of
fir bark placed lengthwise, and they ate bread made f rom
the ground seeds of the wild sunflower and from acorns.
They dug camas, which grew a tall stem with a blue blos­
som and had a whi te bulb under ground somewhat like an
on ion. They dug a hole in the earth and lined this with
smooth stones, heated the stones, put in the camas, covered
it ove r and baked it.

"The Calapooias had no ponies but their enemies, the
Malal as, had. One day a Malala rode up, dismounted and
came into our house when one of our own Indian men was
there. They started to fight and when father told the Ma­
lala to get out the Indian stuck his face out at him. Father
kicked him out of the house and he then got a rock to
throw. Father hit him with his gun and he rode off mutter­
ing threats. Mother was crying; and we were all scared to
death that they would come back and make war on the
Callapooias; but they had seen our men fire their guns and
weI' afraid of them, so did not return.
.~~~embe l' well when Mary Turnidge was married to

illh is is the same Aunt Mary Kelsoe I referred
1 nin of hi st01i¥' After Bob Woods' di d

Is e Seas 1 nd they hl~~,'!
e Rad e er se n.ll An in ai

all r te81 0

s me s- su I I s 'n
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broom and hurried out in time to see a couga r ca r rying
off one of the pigs.

Grandfather ha d been ill on the sailing vessel for weeks
at sea; but on reachi ng Portland he was able to continue
his journey home by ox-ca r t . He brought with him a con­
siderable amount of gold in a small iron-bound box, a ll the
way from the go ld fi elds of Ca lifornia. Pl ans were then
carried forward fo r a big hewn frame house, as well as
many other improveme nts on the place.

Two men, J ames Bassett and Ma r t in Croo ks , planed by
hand all the lum ber that went into the home. It had two
fireplaces, big rooms upstairs and down; and they were all
very proud when it was finished; for it was one of the
nicest at that ti me in Linn Cou nty. No dou bt it would be
one m or e of the old homes t o now stand near Scio had it not
burned down.

During a ll this time grandfat he r was riding around the
county a nd preaching whe rever they held services in homes
and in log school ho uses- a circuit rider as they were then
known.

TH E TRAIL llLAZEItS

Eli zabeth Tu rnid ge " Pioneer Gran dmother"

PIONEETI CllANDl\IOTHEll

d b - . (TlIl'llidge) Stevens to th e memory of(Compose y i.aura 'd )
Elizabeth Turnidge, wife of Elder Joseph Turni ge.

She is not dead who leeps beneath
The marbled churchyard stone ;
Whose name begins and ends
With letters of my 011'11 •• •

t d ' ams at scented dawnIn rose-cas res .,
She wakens me. She still lives on

. di t glow of golden flower,
In ra Ian . g in th e twilight hour.
Soft openll1
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But to know it and love it, and be as one,
Is to be its daughter, or be its son.

I am a daughter of Oregon ...
Child of a brooding, frontier clan,
Nurtu ring woman, venturing man.
Planted by hands that were marked by toil,
Deep are my roots in this valley soil.

Bones of my forbears lie among
Dust of their kin, their songs unsung.
Lost are their stories. No bell was rung
For infant birth in that early year;
Untolled was the death of the pioneer.

Ox-team, and covered wagon train,
Slew wind s t he caravan over the plain ;
Curve of the t rail and back again,
High above a dark bird flies.
Its shadow rests in the leader's eyes.
His leathered face to th e western sea,
Did the booted rider think of me,
A girl with a cri sp new college degree,
In a cubist hammock under a tree ?

Not of me nor the life of me,
But the year of our Lord, '53, .
Saw Grandma (dressed in a cal ico gown,
Of indigo blue with white stars o'er,
Darts in back and buttons b fore),
S mmon her strength to pleas for he.r own.
Flesh of her flesh, and bone. of her bone.
Speak her thou$ht , and ~and h ~ ground,
Fal:ing- my r-oviug ,gtllUdsi;!: dQ \ .

Fdll s'x e I
<t!!i.;g!!j

"ii~~gg[ie , ana-
'<' l'

Today, th e h eart of burn ished June,
In eager light of swift , high noon ,
I see her tracery, no r sco rn
Th e g reen and rust of ancient thorn.

Th e gray of weathered rock, the wa ll,
The scar let creepered rai l, and all
The tender, green leafed charm
St ill lingering ro und this valley fa r m.

Her f ad ed picture, velvet frame d,
And mine reflected a re t he same.
Her st at ure measured five feet three;
I could bel ieve that 1 were she,
Refashioned in a modern clay
To matc h the colour of my day.

Her day, the all compelling tune,
Of whirring spinning-wheel and loom.
With time to leisure in the sun
She might have sung of Oregon.

Out of the south and into the north,
Smooth as the silk of a woman's gown,
Gray roads wind to Yamhill town.
Men from alien lands drive forth,
Cross the valley, far and beyond,
Tasting the summer of Oregon ...

laek sings to a nested lover;

.~~~~~~tl si~ltl vie in the Glover ;
'.:' ~ e1 j;un intlls notion ...

e tie e
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Always ... always over yonder.

At the margin of the sunset
Lay green valleys without number.
Deep the soil there, richer, blacker;
Great the yield there to the acre.

Fair the climate, sweeter, milder;
Clear the streams of running water.
There good fishing, game in plenty!

Over yonder .. . over yonder . ..

At the margin of the sunset
Lay the land of living wonder.

. .. Here to settle down forever ...
See the house grow old with weather.
He had promised ... he had promised.
Stay to see beyond the clearing . ..
Stay to see the grape vine bearing.
See the pear tree planted, floweri ng,
White in promise of th e fruitage.

Here to set out winter apple.
Here the spreading cherry trees,
Build shelter there for stands of bees.
Well, rock-walled, with sweep and bucket;
... Guided by the water-witches ,
Twisting prongs of willow switches.

B1ackcap berries, currant bushes:
Herb-bed there beside the rushes..
. . . Early rhubarb wo~ld be growlI1g.
Ground-oherries ripemng clear .as glass.
Even. now she saw them jp;Qwm~ . . .

A d the! umme' wi d was"blo\WJlg
n 'MRed jj .~ s Ii S •
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On bend ed knee to worship God.
- Mist r ustful of the worldly, an
Ad venturer, preached, rover, ma n.

Th ere at the edge of the south oak wood,
The du st grimed white topped wagon stood.
The knoll where fruit trees grew today,
Was dark with Douglas fir they say.

I see it all as a dreamer may . . .
By the flower bed where the driveway turns,
The flickering embered camp fire burns.
Where darkness marked its shadow glow,
Now hollyhock and la rkspur grow.
The time was very long ago... .

Her s the dream of twenty years,
Nurtured in longing , watered wit h t ears.
Of twenty mo re, and fo r ty score,
The dream of mothers gone before.
Fiber of soul, the pattern, the dream,
In woman's veins, a warm red stream.
Tracery, tone, and colour giving
Design to the life I now am living.



Let them build and live and die here.
Let their children say they lie here.
Sacred name, the burial plot;
Marble white to mark the spot.
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Elizabeth Turnidge (widow of Joseph Turnidge) m~r­

ried Abraham Miller, Jr. They had one son, Phi.lip Christl.an
Miller born November 25, 1862. Philip C. Miller married
Mary":"-. They had one son, Leonard Earl, born May 21,

1884. 0 -ith the pio-Joseph Warren Turnidge cam to regan II I

neers of 1846. His wife Elizabeth, was a descendan:~f ;.:~~~
. h d Effie Crowley who came from Ireland. H . g

rma an , . h) was born III Eng­
father, John Crowley (son of Jeremia , Da Ie and DOl'-
land. Elizabeth was th e daClughtcer OftyJa:~s~our~.lames Dag-

(0 I) Dagley of av oun , •
cas rowley . b t 1795 He was of Sootch-
ley was born i~ Tenfi~ssee a o~ neol~gy by the author.)
Irish and E ghsh 'pare~t~ge. ' !( I ft thei home at Otegon~
J oseph. Turnidge with .his ann 1 18.46 and cam wiUlii .',t',
Holt County, Mi~sour~ abo~t ~~~ouri (mu h Qf this 'nf ­
the car<l-van leaVing Lloel't) ,

THE TRAIL BLAZERS

F ami ly of J OSlJI[Jh Tm'nidae
In folm ation by Stell U h .a m urp y, Ius Granddaughter

. Joseph Warren Turnidge was the second son of Wm. Tur­
Ill ~g.e and Martha (~letcher) Turnidge. Joseph first married
Midian Gant. She died at the birth of their child about a
year after their marriage. The babe also died. Th~ children
of J oseph and his second wife, Elizabeth (Dagley) , (grand­
dau ghter of John Crowley) were as follows : (Copied from
Bible) .

Joseph Turnidge, born January 19, 1819.
Elizabeth (his wife) , born July 20, 1822.
Emily Jane, daughter, was born February 1,1839.
William Jasper , was born June 6, 1841.
Martha Elizabeth, was born December 20, 1842.
Mary Ann, was born October 1, 1844.
Francis Ellen, was born January 12, 1847.
James Curl, was born March 22, 1849.
John Raymond, was born January 24, 1852.
Eliza Eveline, was born January 27, 1854.
Joseph Lane, was born February 3, 1856.

Legend and t une of anot her day,
I see it again as a dreamer may ...
Caravan winding over the plain.
Quest and wa nder-lus t and pain.
Mankind on the march again.
Curve of the white-topped wagon bow,
For man and woman together go.
Broken for aye the dear home ties ...
Far is the West as the wild bird flies.
Dark with dream are the woman's eyes.
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In the center of the paling
Build a gate with curving archway.
Let the path be straight and narrow,
White-washed rocks along the border.
Flowers blooming in their order :
Fragrant mignonetts and daisy.
Forgetmenot and fouroclock,
By the steps here hollyhock. ...
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mation was collected by the a uthor from his history of the
pioneers a t Historical Librar y) .

The emigrants came by the way of the "southern rou te."
Their t rain was t he first to come through Jackson Count y,
Oregon. They went by the compass to "Grave Creek" and
"Jump off J oe," which places were named from incidents
occuring in their train. They made their roads as they went.
They came to Cow Creek via Wolf Creek, and as they came
down the long hill one of the Crowleys di ed, and was buried
on the creek. A br ush fire was made over hi s grave and the
cat t le were turned out so their tramping about would de­
ceive th e Indians as to the location of the grave. The wife
and baby of the deceased Cro wley (this was Calvin Crowley
a nd his wife) , who died at the birth of her babe. They were
married in Holt County, Missouri.
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gon, and an ox was also killed near the same place They
came ~hrough the Canyon Creek Canyon in Douglas County,
and crossed the cr~ek 70 times in seven days; a trip that
can be mad e now In a very short time. They made their
roads and crossed, and re-crossed the creek in order to make
t he quickest t ime, for they were anxious to reach the WiI-
lamette Valley before the rigors of winter set in. At one
river they crossed, they lashed two canoes together and
put two wagon wheels in one canoe, and two in the other.
They pu t the women and children in the wagons and the
men paddled the canoes across, while the cattle and the
horses were made to swim. 1\11". Vanderpool, who started
from Missouri with 100 head of sheep, lost th e last of these
at Rocky Point , two miles below Gold Hill, which the In-
dians drove away. Those savage red men were very trouble­

:= = =I= = = :.8Rome. ;rhey kept sticking their heads above .11., rock. ana:n= = =j
watching every move t he emigrants made. The t ravelers.
who had become well night worn out, moved with all speed
possible with their tired and weary oxen, for th~y feared
trouble with the Indians at any time. On one occasion when
the caravan was making it s weary trek across the plains, a
cow strayed away, and Joseph Turnidge went after her . He
lost his way and was separated from his train for a day.and

. ht nd all thought he had been killed by the In~lan~.
mg ,a . . daid d him III
Another train came along and took him III an .al e ,
catching up with his own train; thi s happened In Wy.omlllg.

The travelers finally reached Eugene, Oregon. ~hzabeth
Turnidge, who was i~ a delicate condition, sle~t In ~.. log

bi d by a MI' Skinner. This was the cabin Harrisonca m owneu ov a en- t"" h
Turnldge lived in that winter. ThMis , was ~heShfi:'~~i;':~: of

. h ince leaving Issoun. ,
had slept m a ouse Sl h d r heard was the rain patter-
the sweetest sounds she a v

mg on the roof that nil~h;et by Captain Stilwell, They l~ft
At Eugene, th y v e bl t ma){Q the r st of th tXIl!

their oxen whinl were una ~ ~h rest of the way b M k
in tl I'e of 1;he others, .and mad: hal'. back \ Ith h . dati W­
tliain. Eli'Zabetb TUll1lllge HI .!ltm'e of 'Mlll'Y RelsQ ~na
tel' Mary, in her lap (see pi



Martha Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Warren, and Eliza­
beth Turnidge, was born December 20, 1842, near Scio, Ore­
gon, at the home of her parents. She married James Bassett,
January, 1857. He was born in Kent, England, January 12,
1824. Martha Elizabeth, died August 6, 1867 at Adalaide,
South Australia.

James Bassett died at J ennings, Costa Rica, Central
America, August 7, 1896. He left England, and sailed for
New York in 1850. He took out his cit izenship papers there.
He later left New York City for Oregon. He came around
Cape Horn, and arrived in Portland, Oregon in ~853 .

After his marriage to Martha Elizabeth Turmdge, he took
his bride to Australia by way of Liverpool, England. On the
trip the ship came near being wrecked. T~ey ~ost some ~~
their belongings, including the old f~m,lly I ecolds. Th~~ . ~ e
sided in Australia until after his Wife s deat~. He. mall led
again and had children. One son is living at White.Fish Mon-

I· t Wallace Idaho one son in Kellogg,
tana. Two sons ive a , '
Idaho and a son in portland

h,
OI~fO\ eth his wlfe, had six

James Bassett and Mart a rza ,

children: . 19 1859 died of tuberculosis, age
Bezetha, born Decembel, '
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and a good provided for hi f '1
vided for at hi d th s ami y. He left them well pro-

. IS ea . He went to California horse back
when he decided to go to the gold fi Id . 1\1 '. . e Sin ' ay, 1849. He
left S~n F1a~~lsco the following winter for the return trip
home in a sailing vessel. The ship on which he took

f
. . . passage,

lay 01 SIX weeks on the Pacific Ocean, during which time he
s~ffere~ a : er y severe sickness of typhoid pneumonia. On
his a.rl'lval "'.Portla~d he bought new clothing throughout,
and m changing to lighter garments he took a severe cold
from which he never recovered, and on May 18, 1857 he died
f rom the effect s of this illness. He died on his donation
claim near J efferson, Oregon, and was buried in the Little
Bethel cemetery. The day before his death, he sang in a
clear, beautifull y voice "When I can read my title clear to
mansions in the skies."
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he!' daughter Martha , who was four years of age, behind her.
Th e horse lunged so in the deep water in the Muddy Creek
lowlands, that the men took her off and she walked waist
deep in water until they got across, then she climbed on the
horse and rode all day in her wet clothes.

Th ey ar r ived at North Yamhill on Christmas day, 1846,
and th e baby girl of J oseph and Elizabeth Tu rnidge was
born at this place on January 12, 1847. They named her
Francis.

Th ey lived at North Yamhill the first winter. The follow­
ing spri ng t hey went to Linn County, and set tled in the
forks of the Santiam near J efferson, Oregon, where Joseph
to ok up a donation claim of 640 acres. They had to stop at
Thomas Munk er s, with Har r ison Turnidge (brother of
J oseph , he died there and was buried in the old burying
gro und, wh ere all the Munkers fam ily were buried). He died
of white swelling.

The land claim that Joseph Turnidge took up, had a house
on it, but no floors. They first built a corral to keep the cattle
from st raying , and then Mr. Turnidge went to the woods to
hew out "puncheons" for the floor. When he failed to return
for a conside rable time, and the evening had grown late, his
wife and their eldest son, fixed up a "tallow dip" and went
t o look for him. They feared he had been killed by the In­
dian s, but they finally heard him calling. He had cut his knee
with the adze and nearly bled to death. He staunched the
wound with hi s shirt . His wife and son re-traced their steps
and hunted up the oxen so they could bring him in. He did
not walk a st ep for three weeks.

J oseph Warren Turnidge began preaching in Missouri in
1843. He helped to found the little Bethel church near Mil­
lersburg , Oregon, and was its pastor for eight years or until
h is death. He preached e¥ery fourth Sunday at Little Bethel.
He a lso preached a .c 11 a,1, Mud.d~! WaldoJlills, OaIDOnov
'lin in he Eaw.e1l n elgfl . if,I-e s a flJ,lent speaker. a','!7,'I:.U[.
'3. fine gin . !It 'fl iIM tutlent, ana;..hL.w~~~

c a i oum
. aece M'J'l >jrrdus.1! IOU
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the son of Edmond Wood. Mary' s second husband Thomas
Kelso. No children. '

Children of Mar y and Robert F. Wood were :
Ira E. Wood, born February 9, 1860, died December 15.

1860.
Emanuel Wood, born October 13, 1861.
Francis Jane, born June 28, 1863.
Eli Jasper, born April 10, 1865.
Julia E veline, born May 11, 1867.
Ira Elda, born October 3, 1871.
Mary Elizabet h, born June 30, 1874.
Lindsey J oseph , born November 14, 1877.
Nancy Ell en, born Januar y 20, 1879.
Owen Franklin, born April 25, 1864.
Alta May, born November 28, 1885.
Lindsey J. Wood, born in Jackson County, Oregon, No­

vember 14, 1876, died July 5, 1898 (of pneumonia) at th e
French hospital, San Francisco, Califol'llia. He was th e first
victim of the war with Spain . He enlisted with h.is company,
at Redlands, California, and was mustered out into sei vH:e
at Camp Merritt and assign ed to Company D,. ~ahfonlla
Volunteer Infantry. He was buri ed at the Presidio III San

F . . His name was placed on th e monument to tl:e
1 ancisco. I t d t their
Idiers of the Spanish-American War, erec e a ieso .

memory in Los Angeles, Califorllla.

d hter of Mary Wood) married
Jane Wood (eldest aug e t ' . J E

23 1879. Her second husband was . .
Alonzo Noah, May, f 81 Her third husband was
Olsen. He died at the age o. .. ' 'rl June 19 1929. They re-
John G. Smith. They wer mallie '
side in Portland, Oregon. 7 d :

Children of Jane and Noah ~ 0; i 882.
Ira Amos Wood, born JanUalY

r
21 1883.

Elmer AlonZO, born Septem 1" 1886.
Anna Eveline, born Janu~rY. 9~ 1888.
Floyd wm., born Septem

t
7\897.

El ' AI' bOI'n Augus , b 27 '90sie Ice, d t d child), hol'll De m r ,..,
Helen Margaret (a op e --, "".:-,,,",,~,~
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26 years, She married a nd had two chi ldren, Da isy Bezet ha
and Minnie Violet. Dai sy Bezetha, married -- Hooker, had
six boys and two gir ls. Minnie Violet, marri ed - Morton.
She had two boys and one girl. She died in Kings County
California. James Wells Bassett married E va K. Ba rnes:
They had a son and a daughter. He has not been heard from
for over 30 years. Bezetha married I1IiIls C. Wood. They have
a son, Walter A. Wood, of Exeter (Kings County, Cal ifor­
nia). Edith Bassett married Mr. Talkington. Victoria Bas­
sett, first married Edward McArthur at Spoka ne, Washino-

<>
ton, March 19, 1881. He was born and reared in Ot tawa,
Canada and was buried there May 24, 1896 . They were the
parents of five children.

Family of Victoria Anderson
Maggie III. McArthur, daugh ter of Victoria Anderson (by

first husband) was born May 21, 1888. She married HaITy
Elias Bowen in 1907, who was the son of Silas A. and Sophia
Bowen (of Welch descent). Children:

Ralph C., born May 20, 1908.
J ack H ., born November 1, 1910. One child, born Novem­

ber 8, 1934, a daughter, Jaquline Lois.
Edward Eric, lives in Idaho. Frederic Roderick, Grass Val­

ley, California. Albert A., Grass Valley, California. Maggie
Martha (Mrs. Harry E. Bowen), Warrenton, Oregon; Au­
gustus Victor, Grass Valley, California.

Martha Elizabeth McArthur's second husband was David
Anderson. He died at Northport, Washington, April 23,1911.
They had two children: Arnold Adele and James Loyd, single.

Fidelia Bassett was born 1864.
Adalaide was born 1866.
Mrs. Victoria :Anderson~s home is at K~tt al s, ~a -

ington. Her young.est on a b en Ii
of the high !fehod! a ' 11 !M se :;.a
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Ira Noah married Dorothy Lawrence, May 22, 1910.
Elsie Noah, married Clarence E. Bakel', August 25, 1915
Anna Eveline, married Walt er Cleveland. Th ey had tw'

childre n: Elmer Walter, born May 10, 1904 and Lelah Mable
o

born September 28, 1908. The parents separated and Ann~
Eveline Cleveland married Albert E. Room e. They had no
ch ildren.

Elmer Cleveland, married -- separated. They had one
child, Virginia Elizabeth, born May 28, 1926.

Lelah Mable Cleveland, married --. She has one son
Ray, born F ebruary 6, 1931. '
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Floyd Noah died was b .' d th

bir th, September 28 1904
Ulle

t F e 16th anniversary of his
, ,a ortuna, California.

Children of Ira Noah d hi .an IS Wife, Dorothy (Lawrence)
Noah : Dorot hy, born 1915' Lawrenc I' b F1917. ,e ra, orn ebruary,

Julia E. Wood, daughter of Mal:y Wood and W It . E
r d ' d J a er .

\ \ 00 ,mar n e ames L. Cline, January 1, 1890. He was born
December 21, 1860. Their children:

Georgia Grace, born October 11, 1890, married Horato
Wood, August 24, 1914. One child, Eva Ruth, born March
I , 1916.

Florence Elizabeth , born November 1, 1896. Children :
Dorothy Maryland, born April 21, 1922; Malory Franklin.
born July 1, 1923 ; Georgia Grace Cline was th e first white
child born at Snoqualmie Falls, Washington. The Indians
(some 1500 working in t he nearby Hop Fields) celebrated
the event of the birth of the white "pappoose" by giving a
big war dance.

James Cline, the father of the infant, went to the state
of Washington in 1880, and was in Seattle at the time of the
great fire which almost destroyed the entire city, about
1889. He returned to Jackson County, Oregon, where he first
met Julia Wood and married her. They went to Washington
where he helped in the survey and measuring of th e Sno­
qualmie Falls. At this time Washington was a territory.

Mary Elizabeth Wood, daughter of Mary and Robert,F.
Wood married Silas Craddock on November 6, 1891. He died

April 18, 1920. Their children:
Lloyd Craddock, born August 28, 1892.
Robert C., born March 29, 1896.
Gladys, born July 5, 1904.
Joseph E., born August 16, 1908.
Edyth, born August 11, 1911.

Lloyd Craddock die:l~~~:'Ida Armacost. They had three
Robert Cra~dock ~ h 4 1920; Elvin, born April 8,

children: Marie, bom Marc ,



Harrison Tur ll idge. third SOil of W m. T lI m idge
Harrison Turnidge came to Oregon with his brother,

Joseph Warren Turnidge in 1846. They suffered great hard­
ships. The following is a brief account published in the early
history of Oregon by George Himes, President of the Pio­
neer Association:

Emigration of 1846 reached Oregon by different routes.
When they left Missouri th ere were about 200 souls in th e
caravan. At this time California was beginning to divide with
Oregon. At Fort Hall about half of th e emigrants took .the
Southern Route; they traveled down th e Humboldt River
and crossed the Sierra Mountains into Nevada, thence on to
the Sacramento Valley. About 150, with 42 wagons went by
way of this new route traveling by way of Klamath Lake,
Rogue River and the Umpqua Valley. They m~de only abou:
20 miles a day' grass was scarce and watenng places fa~
a art The road led through a grassless and waterless I~n
p . .' idth There was much suffen ng.

desert, 50 to 20 miles m WI. II d to go barefoot over
d h ildren were compe e

Men, women an C I. • cks : to climb timber summits
burning sands and cinder ous 1'0 ' t raveled on their wear
and to ford roaring torre?ts as theY

t last r lieved ~h they
. ing thirst wa a .way. Their consuml f the Siel'l'as' bu t!l11

reached the spt'ings and shtr~am:r~er thirst. At ],as I M\ ­
gaunt hunger paralleled t err e
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Jam es Cur! Turnidge
Biography and Geneology:

James Curl Turn idge so f J I .. . ' n 0 osep 1 \Varren Turnidge and
ElIzabet h Tu rmdge, was born March 22 1849 . S .h ' ' J neal: CIO,
Oregon, w ~re he lIved until 1875, when he moved to Modoc
Count y, California, In that same year he was sent to Reno
Nevada, to pilot and escort some old pioneers of Missouri
to Goose Lake Valley. In this party were Johnson Mulkey and
family, Mr. and Mrs. John Bril es, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Amick,
all of whom preceded Mr. Turnidga to the great beyond.
Mr. Turnidge's parent s crossed the plains with the Crowleys
of Polk County, Oregon.
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1930 ; Bonnie, born October 8, 1930; Gladys Craddock mar ­
rled Earl Winks. They had seven children: Lee, Emery,
F ran cis , Bettie, Wilda, Nor man and Rolla.

J oseph E . Craddock die d 1922, aged 14 years.
Edith Craddock married Weldon Holmes. They had three

childre n: Billey, Louise and Tina. She died April 19, 1933.

Nancy Ell en Wood, daughter of Mary and Robert E . Wood,
married Wm. Thomas in 1897 . He died July 3, 1901. They
had two ch ildren : .

Edna May, born October 12, 1898 and Lee, born in 1900.
Nancy Ell en Thomas married Walter L. Robinson in 1902.

Th ey had nine children:
Bertha Agnes, born July 4. 1903.
Leonard Walter, born April 9, 1905.
Wm. Cyr us, born April 21, 1907.
Mar y Gladys, born May 5, 1910.
Elsi e All ean, born October 16, 1912.
Ruby Ellen, born October 5, 1914.
lone Isabelle , born May 19, 1916.
Elmer Lindsey, born June 4, 1918.
Lewis Eugene, born October 11, 1921.
Nancy Ellen Woods Robinson married Clyde Thornton,

July 1, 1930.
Elda Curtis Wood, youngest son of Mary and Robert E.

Wood married Bertha Wade, July 24, 1900. She died 1918.
They had seven children:

Robert, married Margaret --. They had five children.
Owen, married Mary Hunt. They had one child.
Edna, married 1. V. r,phom~son. THeY.' had three children.
Nora, married -- twin ij .cHila n.
Roy man -.ied an Irair if s ot k ~}

.Esth~r, mar. o'~ 91. IT:
e(!l1,;;'Smgl

OM 0

i H'
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ever, ma n by ma n, family by family, the worn emigrants
straggled down the Siskiyous into the Rogue River Valley,
almost without cat t le or wagons or clothing. Welcomed to
the land of their pilgrimage only by the chill rains of Ore­
gon in midwinter.

Taken all in all, this was the most shadowed page in the
history of Oregon immigration, and has left more accrim_
onious and bit t er discussion and heart burnings, than any
other page recorded in Oregon's hi story.

The Donner party separated from the Oregon emi grants
on Humboldt River, and attempted to scale the winter clad
Sierras into the Sacramento Valley. They became entangled
in the labyrin th of the mountains, and were overtaken and
overwhe lmed by snow storms, and unable to proceed, or to
return, many perished miserably by starvation. The re­
mainder were rescued more dead than alive, by the courage
and energy of the party from the Sacremento Valley. The
place of occupancy of this sad event became known as "Don­
ner Lake" which will forever mounment this tragic climax
in the hi story of the emigration of Oregon in 1846 to the
Pacific Coast.

The Turnidges and the Crowleys arrived at Eugene, Ore­
gon, about the 15th of December. Five in the Crowley fam­
ily died on the way. Harrison Turnidge who came from Holt
County, Missouri, with the train from Liberty, Missouri,
spent the winter of 1846 in a cabin with James L. Collins,
who came from Warren County, Missouri., with the train
from Liberty. (The historical Skinner Cabin at Eugene, Ore­
gon). They found the cabin unoccupied, and moved in. -THe
winter w.as sev.el.'e, p,nd Harr-isEln ~Utmigge was sic ti
gre,ater O);t'0 0 lhme, nil it de elQ}1.etl UPQn M".,.._.."
Iins, Me e lio m an :w;ad:",:t:;;,;",l'~

th Ii sl 0'1;
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birt h. After leavmg, the state of l\1issouri, his family never
again heard from him, and surmised that he was dead. The
first news they had of him was when I visited his grand­
daught er , Mary Manley, at Lawson, Missouri. Rebecca Tur­
nidge afterward married Lee Jones, and they had four chil­
dren all of whom died young. John died and Rebecca married
Linch Moore, he died. Margaret Turnidge, daughter of Har­
rison Turnidge and Rebecca Turnidge, married D. C. Loyd
in 1862. They had nine children.

The parents of Rebecca (Seek) Turnidge came from East
Tennesse to Missouri . The mother carried Rebecca, who was
an infant, on her lap and rode horse back. Margaret, her
daughter, lived for many years with her grandfather, Elder
William Turnidge. Her husband, David Crocket Loyd, served
in the Civil War. He was a native of Ray County, Missouri.

David Crockett Loyd died on the old home place near
Lawson, Missouri, about 1917. After his death, Margaret , his
widow, lived with her daughter Mary , wife of Wm. Manley,
she died in 1927. Mary is still living on th e old home place.
She is a helpless invalid. The estate has never been settled.

The children of Margaret (Turnidge) Loyd and D. C.

Loyd were: di d t
William Harrison, Mary F. Clate, Joseph, Ella, ie T~

. di d ( ged 16 months) . John D. \\ 11-
birth; Jennie, Oliver, ie . d

a
Molly Fields Theil' children

I · H rison Loyd marne . ,lam ar . d second wife Fannie
were: JoAnn, James, Georhg.e

ld,
ma~r~ladYs Cicil, May and

Branson. They had four c I ren . ,

Grover. . Manle . Theil' children were:
Mary Loyd married Wm. ber ~7 1887, died, age 4;
John William, born .NO~~~ ~ove:nber, 1891 ; Gertrude,

Bertha, born May, 1889, Gal "'; 'L e Mc""own November 29,.f:!d EdWIl,lu e n' ,
born 1896. She marn . . Dorothea Francis, born No-
1914. They have four chI1(ire . oIl' bom September 7, 1920;
vember 10, 1915; Edward 2 e,
MeLv.in, bom M:a:~ . ~n'iI """"'"' ~@1',

M . 'Furrnid !:~a~(~iNrniliWl
neightlor, a1w~ s l'



Great grand children of James Curl Turnidge were:
Thais Moore, born in 1917 ; Harold, Jr., born November 2,

1918 ; William Homer Moore, born July 28, 1921 ; Orvis, eight
years of age; Marcie Ells, six years of age; Joanne Adel
Turnidge, born November 8, 1932.

Fa mily of Fmncis M. Turnidgc

Francis M. Turnidge, son of James Curl Turnidge and
Mary Turnidge, and grandson of Joseph Warren Turnidge
and Elizabeth Turnidge, was born in Modoc County, Cali­
fornia , October 24, 1878. He married Gertrude Fuller, Sep­
temb er 4, 1907. She was born Jul y, 1878, daughter of John
Isaac and Rebecca Elnor Frantz. The Frantz family settle r!
at Fort Hopkins at Rings Valley in 1856.

The Fuller family were pioneers f rom New York state.
Francis M. Turnidge and his wife, Gertrude: had one son,
Warren Francis, born at Chico, California, August 18, 1910.
He married Alice Allen, November 15, 1931. They have two

children :
Joan born November 8, 1932 and Claire Marion, born

December 14, 1933. They reside at Petaluma, California.

Martha Alice Turnidge, daughter of James Curl Turnidge,
married Reese Cropley. They have two ehildr n :

Dorothea, born August 3, 1916 and Reese T. Cropley, Jr.,

born October 7, 1922.

G.,.(~nd hlh r of [« II' /j·t T'u,/'/I 'da

Children of Mint.ie Ellen TUl'nidge Dobbs :
Thelma Agnes, born May 1, 1902.

J essie Boone, who crossed the plains with the Turnidges
and Crowleys and who was a descendant of Daniel Boone
died in Toledo, Oregon, in 1923. '
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marned Mary Raines at N 143
make their home HI's thewport, Oregon, where they still

. rna er Deda A T id .
John Raymond Tum id ho dl nn urru ge, widow ofge, w a died November 15 1928 I'
at t~.e ~lOme in Toledo, Oregon. " ives

\\ illiam Jasper eldest son of J I \\' .T . . . ' . . osep 1 arren and Eliza-
beth urnidge, hved his entire life near Mill Cit 0
T Id I

'. I 1 s, regan.
he 0 rome IS still standing and the old .. h I. spmnmg w ee

and loom are III t he attic.

1<1 2 THE TRAIL BLAZE RS
goods with his fellow man. He spent ma ny years as the vill.
~ge blacksmith at Davis Creek and also did much farmin
111 Goose Lak e Valley. Many of the first rail fences con~
s t r ucte d in the valley still stand as a tribute to his labor
(Copied from obituary notice.) s.

J . C. Turnidg.e was first .man:ied to Mary Sullivan, daugh­
ter of.C. L.. Sullivan and wife, pioneers of Goose Lake Valley.
To this uni on were born seven children:

Francis Marion Turnidge (only son), born October 24
1878. '

Gertrude Pearl (deceased), born September 13, 1880.
Mintie Ellen, married -- Dobbs, born J anuary 19 1882

Live at Trail, Oregon. ' .
Bertha Elizabeth, marr ied R obert Duncan, born Novem­

ber 12, 1884. Live at Petaluma, California.
Emma Jane, married - - Smith, born November 4 1886

Live at New Pine, Oregon. ' .
Martha Alice, married R. T. Cropley, born June 25, 1886.

Live at Burlingame, California.
Raymond Luther Turnidge, born October 2, 1891. (De­

ceased) .
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H istory of Joseph H'U1'1'ell T Ul"ll idge

By th e Auth or
This is a brief history of Joseph W .. T id .. . allen Ullli ge In

connectIOn With the early Primitive Baptist Church in Ore­
g~n . He was the first regular Bapt ist preacher to preach in
Linn County, Oregon, and was a close friend and
associate with one of Oregon's most celebrated and spec­
tacula r preachers of t he Pacific Coast, Joab Powell. Joseph
W. Turnidge preceded Joab to Oregon by eight years, he hav­
ing a r rived in Oregon , December 25, 1846, and Joab came
in 1852 .

Elder Joseph Turnidge was a staunch Baptist of the Old
Primitive fa it h. He founded the Little Bethel Church near
J efferson, Oregon in 1849. He was pastor of this church for
eight years, or shor tly before the tim e of his death in 1857.
He preached there once a month, and filled other pulpit s on
the remaining Sundays. He was pastor of the church at
Sodaville, Oregon, and he and J oab Powell would often ex­
change pulpits. Their friendship began in th e sta te of Miss­

ouri.
Elder Turnidge began his ministerial career three years

before he left that state. At one tim e he filled the pulpit of
Joab Powell (when the Baptist church was sit uated at Con­
ser) , the present station of that name, during Joab's ab­
sence. Mr. Turnidge was at this time pastor of both the
Sodaville church and Little Bethel. This little church was
destined to have many trials and tribulations. ~he troubl es
which had followed this church of Regular BaptIst, from th e
early days of the Colonies, in the "Old South" an~ the~ce to
Missouri followed like a fire brand and st ruck in 01 eg~~i
and s lit the Little Church of Bethel asunder. It was I •.

p . favoring the Sunday schools and for
the two factions, one . di lik ii solid rock,
eigli mIssions, and the othe1" 1!l'd~ ~tan ing \n of the. .@Id
f o what theY' c ns rae ed the orl gmal t eaGlt g

Schaul Baptist. h ·t w as said t ba th memU rs
.In so e uf th l\l.11 es; III brUs d kIte. dus rom tlIeil

walked OUt of 1;I1'e ehurch, lin

L A ERS
Emma Jane Turnidge Smith's children:
Lola Agn es, born November 5, 1904.
Lau rence Marion, born, 1906.
E ddie Leone, born about 1911 and Maxine.

FamilY 0/ Joseph Lane T'ur n idue

Son of J oseph Warren and Elizabeth Turn idge, who came
across t he plains with the train of 1846 a nd settled on a dona­
ti on cla im neal' Scio. Joseph Lane was bor n on t his old home­
stead in 1856, February 3. He died at the home of hi s daugh­
t er, Mrs. W. F. Lovering, in Raymond, Washington, August
3 1~ 1919. He was buried on the old home place in Oregon.
Joseph Lane Turnidge a nd Mary F. Honors, who are living
on the home place, were married in Linn Count y, Oregon,
October 2, 1876. To t his union were born five children:

Stella May, married George '.V. Murphy. Their children:
Only one child, Keith.

Elda Clyde, marr ied J ennie Underwood. They had two chil­
dren, Harold V. Tu rnidge was drowned when 11 years of
age a nd Florence A. Turnidge, age 21.

Delbert Lane, married Alpha Dilly. They had five children:
Delbert W., Hollis V., Arley Vane, Orpha and Edith.
Nelly Franc-is, married Frank Lovering. They have five

children:
Gwendolyn, Wentworth, Christal, Wane and Joseph H.

Turnidge,
Ruby Laura, married Walter Lovering. Three children:
Adrian Lane, Keneth W. and Geraldine Lee.
Joseph Lane Turnidge was 1.6 months old when his father,

Joseph Warren Tumid e dietl
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nidg~ at this ti~e also had th e pastorate of th e Pnmitive
Baptls~ Chu~'ch,. I~ ~he Forks of th e Santiam. There were no
towns 111 this vicmtty at this time (1848), except the town
of Syracuse, founded by Milton Hall who operated the Ferry
on the Santiam River.

According to the minutes, the Little Bethel Church con­
tinued to be disr upted by strife and dissensions, by each fac­
tion claiming to be "The Church" until the membership was
so reduced, that in the lat e sixt ies they split into two fac­
tions and decided to dissolve. Th ey finally decided on a dif­
ferent plan of acti on. Th ey decided that those members who
so desired could leave the country and take the church with
them, while those desiring to remain, should receive letters
of dismissal and they empowered George Miller, Jr. and his
wife, Elizabeth (the former wife of Elder Joseph Tumidge,
who had died pr ior to this time) , to t ake the records and go
wheresoever they desired to go.

On Saturday before the fourth Sund ay in June, 1870, they
called for any business which might be brought. before the
church . In the mean ti me the little church of Linn County
had moved from it s former home to a strange land, east of
the Cascades , called P ine Opening. They took the church
records with them, and went by way of Barclay, 01' B~rlo\~
route east of the mountains. The town IS now ,knOlln as

I 0 The Old records have th e followlllg entry:
Ante ope, regon. f . t l

"Pine Opening, Cascade Mountains. S~tlll'day 1.Je 0 1e . l ~
d . J 1870 church did not orga mze tOI

fourth Sun .ay 111 un~, ' f t he weather, and other
business, owmg to the mclemency 0 . J ' Cl -k."

d ' . travel A Miller, I. , erx.
circumstances, at ten m g ~Ulch U:'ch finally found a place to

In the month of July, t e her trv states that the plac
anchor from its travels. Anot ei en} . d f Lost River Ore-

t L I Valley lea 0 'of meeting was a ange s ,',' m mb rs of the church.
gon. There were but three remlalllklllgnd to a t a moderator,

. h en as c er a ,
A. MIller , J r . was c os . h reported that just pr vlOUS
and as moderator ~nd ()Iel~heleChw' h started on. its long
to the time the .LI~t1e t~eMill r ba I<. in Linn Gounty, had
jo urney, Brothel Rtcha f hard savin sa ains th ur h.
been excluded on '!\ccount 0 .

_ ... :f. •• - •
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feet as they walked out of the door. A fee ling of hatred
sprang up between the two factions, which, to a great ex­
t ent, continued f or over 50 years. In many instances, it
div ided families; brother against brother, father against son
mo ther agains t daughter, friendships of years standin~
were broke n. This trouble between the churches follow ed
the pioneers of the Primitive Baptist to the then wild er­
ness of Oregon, for it was in the stirring times of Indian
warfare, wh en these Pilgrims came to the land where "rolls
the Oregon." There were numerous colonies here when J o­
seph Turnidge, the preacher, arrived ; but the villages were
fa r apart. The Indians were hostile and in many sections of
the territory, traveling was not safe. Danger lurked on every
side, but nothing daunted this faithful mi nister, J oseph Tur­
nidge, journeyed from place to place to preach the word.

Little Bethel Church was named in honor of the Lit tle
Bethel Church of Lincoln County, Missouri, where Elder
Joseph Turnidge began pr ea ching the Gos pel three years
prior to his coming to the great northwest. Articles of fait h
of the Spoon River, Illinois ch urch of Primitive Baptist were
adopted. The elevent h ar t icle r ead as follows:

" We believ e the Mission sys t em , Sunday school and Tem­
perance socie t ies, to be unauthorized by the word of God,
and 'conseque nt ly productive of evil ,' and as such, we de­
clare a non-fellowship with them, in all their branches."

It was in the year of the first discovery of gold in Cali­
fo rnia that the settlers of the Syracuse District of Linn
County (since named Millersburg) organized with the fol­
lowing members :

William Alliphlin,
Exumisa Powell.and
¥cClain (.<Ia h 11

¥.anah, iMiS'sbu~'i , 9:
lfose u au e
l' h"e, 11 e
r eil i elii
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,.RECORDS FOUND"

Old B ook R eveals the Origin of Little Bethel Church
By EVERETT EARLE STANARD

A book of church records which has been lost for years
has made its way back to Linn County, its native heath,
and is loaned for the examination of local historians. It con­
tains the minutes of one of the very fi rst churches to be
organized in this county , namely the Little Bethel Church

f regular Old School Bapti sts. The church was founded
~ovember 26, 1848, at th e home of Exum Powell, in the
Syracuse district, now known as Millersbur~ coun~ry . ll\

Northwestern Linn County. Probably th~ Santiam, or. Sod~­
ville church, was the only church previously m-ganized ll\

th is county . 1') 1848
The first ent ry in the volume is dated November - , ,

at whi ch time prospective members of t~le ~hurch ~et at

II ' I nd took steps for orga lllzatlOn. The) sent
Powe s rouse, a d November

e Santiam church for an organizer, an on ."
;~ t~lder Joseph Turnidge from that church and EI~er \\ ,l l~
liarn Simpson from another part of the state came 0 aSS1S

in the founding of the church. . '
C ha rt er OrganlZat lO1I , T

. William Allplun, John .
Th e charte r members wele

h
Miller Jr Elizabeth

P II Abra am , "
Crooks, Exum . owe , , Crooks was the first clerk and
Powell and LOUisa McClam. I tel' period, Crooks was one
Miller the first deacon. ~t ~ a t tives sent to the Oregon
of the six Linn Count~ l e~:senh~rch was named in ~onor
constitutional conventIOn. eMc, ,'Articles of fa ith of

h I Church of lSSOUII. t'
of t he Little ~et e . . ChUl'en were adopted".Mee mgs
the Spoon River, I1hnOlS, f th ettlera and Itmel'ants
were first held at the ij me ~' stl'iQ : supuli d the pulpit.
and prMGhe.rs fro~ otn: I~osen pa tor in 1 51-
Elder Jus ph TU'l;)lldge 'ya f the or iginal chur h r l'dSl.

The book is a transcl'lPC 0 k ble small-character hand­
It is in the distinct but remat a
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Followin g is quotations from the 60th edition

Albany Democrat-Herald of November, 1925 :
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For several months during the time from 1870 to 1871,

there were only three original members, and they prayed
that God would watch over the little flock in their scattered
condition. It was late in 1871 that Little Bethel set tled down
in Southern Oregon. Meetings were held in Woody's School
hou se, at Bear Creek Valley in Jackson County. That was
their next place of meeting ; other members were added,
some from Linn County, and the little church had a member-
ship of six. The mee tings were held in Hockensmith 's school
house in 1872, and later in the homes of the settlers, the
members would gathe r and hold their meetings.

The next year the Little Bethel met in Root 's new meeting
house of the Missionary Bapti st . In 1876 and to 1880, Little
Bethel Church met at the homes of its members, also at
Bish's School house, P lummer's school house, Chimney
Rocks, Phoenix, Bells school house and at Ashland, Oregon.

Th e last ent r y is dated September 1885, wh en the church
met again at Chimney Rocks school house, and provided
that a branch of the church should be formed on Williams
Creek in J osephine Count y. As to what eventually became
of Little Bethel Church remains a mystery. It no longer ex­
ists in Josephine County, Oregon. But it is to be hoped that
the little church so long driven from pillar to post and buf­
feted hither and thither, has at last found an anchor in the
haven of r est. (This information was obtained from the files
of the Oregonian, and other sources).

The following narrative I copied from the minutes of the
Siloam Association of Oregon:

The Siloam Association of Regular Baptist was consti­
tuted on Friday before the first Sunday in October, 1849,
wit h only three churches, Hillsboro, Molalla, and Little
Bethel. Elder William Simpson iWllS the .only, Elder preSl!nt.
Elder Jsam Cranfill was ph w: nt ' m beln nr esent, hav:
in&, p en ~dly;burn tl 'n h; in 0 ull!U~ roe it au
ellll hi in is iI ell a all lie
H e in h I a

a iH!



"Dear Elders in Christ: II d upon to record the
id of God I am ca e d"In the provi ence " I id to me a few ays

d . Elder- ie Sal h d
departure of our eai d I t its sting -that he a
before his death 'That deatl~l~a ~~'ning sun shone through
no doubt of his accep~an~: 'W~~ a beautiful morning-all
his window, he exclalm.e . . G d.' He talked a great deal
things seem to be prals~ng how beautiful, how safe, and
about the plan of salvatIOn, . he had pl'eached thrQugh

. The ddctnne f d thGod honoring, It was. d him up in the hour 0 ea .
life while in his health, huoy

THE TRAIL BLAZERS THE TRAIL BLAZERS 151
writing of Abraham Miller, J r ., church cler k, in 1869, when preaching in Linn County previous to 1851, but the Hill
the church ca lled for the making of such a book. There are meeting was one of the first protracted meetings held in
162 pages of the very finest scr ipt in the volume, inclUding the county."
pr earnple, const it ut ion, lists of mem bers, articles of fa ith, Joseph War ren Turnidge died near what at that time
covenan t, r ules of decorum , minutes and communicat ion. was Snn t iam City, on May 18, 1857, from the effects of the
Some of the pages contain close to 500 words of this t iny illness he had contracted on the sailing vessel returning
but clear-cut hand writing. Miller 's orna te orthography and from Ca lifornia , and from exposure to the elements during
remarka ble pen and in k decorations also adorn the loose his dut y as a circuit rider. He was buried in Millersburg
manuscripts which are in the book. Cemetery, ab out four miles south of Jefferson, a half-mile

f rom wh at is now the state highway. His grave is un-
Early M embers Given marked, and the locat ion is known by few people. ~l:r.

Male members of the Little Bethel Church listed in the and Mrs. Ed Meeker , pioneers, who live on the state high-
old minute book are: William Allphin, Exum Powell, Abra- way about one mile from the cemetery, know the exact loca-
ham Miller.J'r. , J ohn T. Crooks, George Miller, Sr., Elder tion of the grave. Members of !II I'. Turnidge's family wl~o
Joseph Tu rn idge, J ohn Miller, Jacob L. Coon, Presley left Linn County man y years ago, are positive 111 their
George Be erly Gilmore, James assett, Amon Eilburn"= = =1== = =:s.-ft';;atement s that the members of the • ittle Bethel HUTch""==:1
Ephrahim Garr ison , Jesse H . Adams, Christian Clymer, the second church organization in Linn Co~nty, mar~ed the
Charles All en , William Clymer, Elder Andrew Greeg, John grave; but a thorough sea rch reveals no eVldenc:e of Its hav-
Coffee, J ames Harris, Richard Miller, A. T. Beebe, Mat- . been done And it seems only fitting and Just that the

mg· I I lrl be perpetu-thew F ountain, Jr., J. Hockensmith, Wolford Dyer, Abra- emory of this early pioneer preac ier S.lOU

ham J acobs, L. B. G. Hall, William Harris, John Blackburn, ated b~ the descendants of those he so fai thfully and unsel-

R. A. Belknap and C. Payne. About an equal number of fishly served. f bit . to Elder Joseph Tur-
women members were listed. Following is a copy 0 0 I uai Y

Also the following extract from the same paper: nidge written by Elder J ames Basset~ : M 90 1857.
' " ti City Oregon Terntory, ay w ,

Protracted Meeting Held San lam I 'ld f Mill Creek Church, Holt
(Probably written to E ers 0

"It was in 1851," continues the writer, "that Dr. R. C. County, Missouri.).
Hill called a protracted meeting to be held in Hackleman's
Grove. He was assisted by Brothers Snelling and Fisher,
all good Baptists. A three-days' meeting was held in t~e

Abner Hackleman cabin. The ladies were seated in the cabm
and the men and Indians Iltood outside. Mr. Hill preMh'ed
the first ser-mon. h ex; a. 'rna ih ews a stumbHn
to k, to tHo!! i5t ee* .. y.el1M 0 :ned o~ .

,,:;~Ii~~, to SUI' , ill'S in~ 1
", ' as iI! :g

iMMI~e S?:
Ie
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at Mill City,
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South Bend, Washington. (Now

Copied from the records of Holt County, Missouri, 1934:
" Holt County, Missouri, January 15, 1843.

" I, J oseph T urnidge, a Just ice of the Peace in and for the
county of Holt and state of Missouri. I do certify that I
did solemnize a marriage between J ohn Wilson and Hulda
Kingsly on or about the 20th day of November , A. D., 1842.
This given under my hand and seal.

"Joseph Turnidge."
J oseph Turnidge was ordained to preach after 1843. He

was living in Holt County when he started to Oregon in

1846.

The widow of El der J oseph Turn idge married Abraham
Miller, J r. , and removed to Southern Oregon.

And so this little history of another pioneer family closes.

Turnidge,
Oregon. )
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It gave me pleasure to hear hi m talk and to see him so
reconc iled.

"We had been a great dea l t ogether and I had spent many
happy hours with hi m. Seeing me shed tears, he sa id :
'Don 't, my brother- I ca nnot stand it. I am not afraid to
d ie ; a ll is well with me; a ltho ugh if it had been t he kind
will of Provid ence that I could have liv ed to raise my chil­
dren, I would have been glad ; but all is right-He wi ll take
ca re of them.'

"I learned from him t hat he was born J anua ry 19, 1819,
in the state of Missou r i. Received a Hop e sometime in May,
1838, and was ba ptise d by E lder G. T hor pe. Un ited wi th
Mill Creek Ch urch, Holt County, Missouri , a nd was or­
dained to t he mi nist ry in that state. Moved to Oregon in
1846, a nd united with Lit tle Bethel Church in June, 1851,
over which he had the pastoral char ge until he became so
ill that he could not attend t o his duties as pastor, and he
requested to be release d.

"He was beloved by every member of the church, and I
might say, associa t ion. He traveled and preached a great
deal. It was hi s delight, and most likely was the cause of
h is ear ly death. He was an able defender of the Faith and
valiant f or the truth. Never was any Elder more faithful
in a ttending his appointments-no inclemencies of the
weather would hinder, but we were sure to find him at the
place appointed. But, alas, those days are past, and we find
him n ot there. W e m Q.ur hIS 16ss, but n6t! as tnos wl'i'O
have no hop,e (iUi is 0 VS.

' [ 'SM Ii

u
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along the Sni -a-bar Creek, which ran a short distance south
of the old War rensburg stage road, over which the traders
and travelers would come from Warrensburg and Harris­
uurg to the river port of Sibley; one of the most important
steamboat landings on the river. They would stop to fill
their jugs with the famous waters of these springs, which
was later called 'The lost springs of Prairie Township.'
They were late r rediscovered by Todd George of Lees Sum­
mit, while he was hunting in the Sni hills. He found traces
of sulphur water dri pping from stony ledges of the creek,
and he fiinally came upon traces of rough masonry that
once inclosed the spr ings. He indicated these and inclosed
them and restored them to their old time purity. The
springs are on the farm of Judge William H. Wallace. The
grove became known as the 'Old Camp Meet ing Ground.'
The springs became lost or buried, washed over by the high
waters of the Sni, and became only a memory or a tr~dl­
tion in the families of the oldest settlers , and passed into
history as the 'Lost Springs of Prairie Township .'

Joab Powell was born in Powell Valley, Tennessee, C la~
borne County, July 16, in 1799. He came to the state ,of
Missouri and settled in Jackson county, October 10, 1834
(see Silverton County History by R. H. I?own) . ~oab
Powell crossed the plains to Oregon in 1852-lt was c\alme?
there was one death a day at The Dalles , Oregon. Tdhede~tll-

I tl .. by disease an ea 1grants were retarded a ong ie way d
trai Ior a total of many ays, so

which halted wagon rams 0; II half were still east
that by the middle of October u Y one- d illness before

M died of exposure an ,
of The Dalles. any I . 1 I ad been their goal.
glimpsing the great valley w uc 1 1 ,

. tl old school house m
Joab Powell used t? preac~ ~Dus:ewas erected in 1855.

Silverton, Oregon. Thl~ scbO~ ~U~ pi the long room whi h
There was a fi ·epla.ce III eaG in t~ S'emi-darkness, t¥
afford the only Ign 1 I' e. t o ddre&!l h.i,
preacher made a gr e M.!!FS :four f
congregation. g W reaiiliin h p ac~a
aoross the l!el\.t. A~ II . ne Iml Iti-s g j ici tl~

a chew of toba c ru I

Joab Powell

THE TRAIL BLAZERS1!i4

Some interesting history relating to Joab Powell, one of
the early pioneers and "Trail Blazers" of Oregon, and a
personal friend of my great uncle, Joseph Warren Tur­
nidge, and of our Crowleys, both in Oregon and in the state
of Missouri. From the files of the Oregon Journal, the Sil­
verton County History, and information from relatives and
friends of Elder Joab Powell.

(Joab Powell's daughter, Barbara, married a grandson of
Samuel Crowley).
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Sunday their were visitors at th e Powell home attending
the week end meetings. On Sunday Joab, was preaching
to a la rge audience in the church near by. Mrs. Powell was
pre par ing t he Sunday dinner for the guests. She had sent
her young son Daniel to the meat market near by, which
was owned by William Paul, and this worthy butcher in­
formed the boy that he could not let him have any meat,
unti l t he bill , which was past due had been paid. The boy
was concerned as to what course to pursue, so in his per­
plexity, he decided to go to the church house, an~ see if ~e

could manage to talk with his father, and explam the sit­
rat ion to him, and get his advice. It so happened that when
~le opened the door and stepped in, his father, wh~ was

. ching about the Apostle Paul , and was endeavonng to
pi ea , ir ed i I d t eke his argument impressive, he inquir e III a ou on, '
~tnd what did Paul say?" The bo~" thinking th~t his
father had directed the question to 111m, answe~'ed, Imme­
diately, "He says you can't get any more meat till you pay
for what you already got ."

I t t old On J oab which explains how he wasAnot ier s ory , 1 t l ' ft '
call ed to preach the Gospel in Oregon. It washs 10IJoa)ba \/a~

tl story goes w enhis arrival in the west, as i e f . d '( in much doubt
, , . tl pasture on a oggy ay

riding aCIOSS i e b 1I d to preach), when suddenly
as to whether he had een ca ~ 11 ' g "Joab! Joab! Go
out of the fog, he heard a vOlcetcha m

ll1
es'sage was of divine

G I l" He was sure e
preach the ospei : , but hearing nothing further ,
origin. He listened attentively. ' f rom out the silence,

. came the voice
he rode on. When agam I .. He then and there
"Joab! Joab! Go preach the Gr~~ th at he would imme­
vowed in the presence of .entl however, the fog lifted,
diately obey the call. Presen y, f th e sun and he saw

d j th gleams 0 ' . kand was disperse 111 e. . h d in II "jonk-ee-Jon -
I d mule hft Its ea , h h d so

across the fi e a d r t ing the voice whi a
yonk-yonk," perfectly :~ ~~ ourts of Heaven. .
surely seemed to comafr , ne."sonaUty and Will

dynarm ,, ' ,
Joab powell wa~ a man . d f the man y WQo Jm whim,

ever be asso iated in the min s as well as II IlIrgl} al11.!!UIl
as a man of wonderful power ,
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moistened, the juice was de pos ite d on the f loor , a ponderous
foot was run through it, once 0 1' twice, and J oa b, the in­
imitable, was off on a powerful and eloquent di sco urse.

He invariably began his discourse by saying, " I am Alpha
and Omega, " with the accent on t he last syllable. P eople
ca me for mil es around to heal' him exho r t , and wh en his
a ppeals fail ed to obtain a response, he would often rema rk
"There is not much rejoicing in Heaven tonight."

J oab Powell was a Quaker by descent, though, it is sa id
that his parents were faithf ul Primitive ' Ba pt ist . J oab,
being a Primitive Bapt ist himself, prior to the split in the
church over the S unday school, and missionary controversy,
in the ch urch.

J oa b P owell had been a cir cuit rider in Mi ssouri. That
was in the ea r ly 40s. Missouri was bei ng peopled rapidly by
sett lers f rom the states that had been ca r ved out of the old
nor th west territory, as we ll as by s lave owners from the
cot ton states. H e had watch ed the long line of immigrant
wagons moving westward f rom his home state, and he
ta lked with men who were preparing to make the long
journey to the Oregon Count r y. He would now and then
r eceive letters from some one in the far west, or perhaps a
neighbor would get a letter from a relative, or friend. These
letters would make the rounds from house to house, and
were published if there was a newspaper near.

Many of these letters came from Christian men and
women, who told of the need of more ministers to spread
the Gospel in the lonely region of the west. Joab pondered
these letters in his mind. He felt the call to go to this far­
away land and preach Christ. At last he yielded to that
call. He quit his 'Wof!!: 4n iMissour,i and came west. Be
pr eached in nea!') Wir, ctli,9, f Ui Willlfm tte ¥alley.
J oab wajl s..t a gfi - Iie-s lil e 0 1 li
he;l>r(f him ~ e lie m n .c
hi w.a I Dl
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The Joseph Powell F !tInily
(By J ewell Mayes, Richmond, Missouri)

Joseph !,owell, here known as the founder of the family, is
recorded In t he " Powell-Laffoon Family Tree" as being the
son of John Powell and Nancy Todd, and that among his
brothers and sist ers were Abraham and Peggy.

The founder was three times married. His first wife was
Susan Edwards, and to them were born Thomas, Joseph and
Abraham. Hi s second wife was Ruth Jones, and to them was
born Ruth, wh o married J ohn Smith, and to them was born
William Campbell Smith on March 17, 1812. His third wife
was Hannah J ewson (sometimes J ensen ) , and to them were
born John, Jonathan , J oab, Richard, Absalom, Jane, Ann,
Rachel, Mary.

The birth-date of founder J oseph Powell is uncertain, and
the day of his death is not definitely known to this writer, but
he was of age during the American Revolution and had mar­
ried children with children in 1804. Family tradition, handed
down by word of mouth, says that he was a revolutionar y
patriot-militiaman sharpshooting at. the British red~oa.t:.
sailing up and down the Delaware. Rlvel> .He died neal SIX­
mile church in Jackson, County, Missouri. 111 the early ~830~,
as an old man, usually spoken of as having been 111 his
eighties. He was a Quaker, a man of strict morals and active

industry. , I hi tl . d th
The "Family Tree" book does not give t ie 11' 1 01 .ea.

d t f any of founder Powell and his three Wives, neither0: ~~eo sons and daughters, but Jewell Mayes, R~chl~.\ld:
. . d n of Susan Powell Mayes (MI S. I C)

MISSOUl'l, gran so d It . f Abraham Powell and
MS') Who was the aug 1 er 0

ayes, I., P II (Abraham being a son of Jos ph
Hannah F'irrley owe"

d
powell), has transcribed fad ed

Powell and Susan Ed" at ed b founder Powell and hand d
ink notes from a book OW~~er YRachel powell, who married
down in turn to his daug

M
. ' . and thence down to the

I L J ck tssoun. .
James Noel, one ..a , . of the Jackson County hlgh\~a .
son, Geo. H. Noel, fat~ I 'd residing (1931) at 26

"M Noel his WI OW, k .system. rs. , Citv Missouri. This boo IS n-
Benton Boulevard, Kansas I . I
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titled "Some Brief Remarks," "rep ub lished at Wilmington,
1768," a Quaker book by J ohn Griffith. The fo llowing are
some of the birth dates of the ch ildren of fo unde r J oseph
Powell, copied as fo und on the fly-leaves of this badly-worn
volume of 88 pages, such children born of Hannah J ewson
Powell on ly:

J ohn Powell, born May 27, 1793.
J ona t han Powell, born March 14, 17- (faded out. )
Rachel P owell , youngest daughter, born April 6, 1812 ;

married J ames Noel, Apr il 1, 1830, a nd she died August 17,
1903. J ames N oel, born November 3, 1808, to Mis sour i in
1832, died March 28 , 1877.

A bsolom Powell, born March 27, 1803.
Ann Powell, born August 18, 1805.
Jane Powell, born August 22, 1807.
Mary Powell, born March 12, 1810.

See Rachel ( Powe ll ) Noel 's bi rth date a bove, in 1812,
J oa b P ow ell, the great Baptist missionary of the Oregon

country, was born in Tennessee, and joined the church before
com ing to Missouri.

On a fly-leaf appears this data concerning the one child of
the marriage of founder Joseph Powell and Ruth (Jones)
Powell: "William Campbell Smith, son of John Smith and
Ruth Smith, his wife, was born March 17,1812." This child's
mother was Ruth Powell, whose mother was Ruth (Jones)
Powell, second wife of founder Joseph Powell; in other
}VOllOS, William Campbell Smith was a grandchild of Joseph
alld iR: thi J ~S) [[?owell.

a !R w. n, m if.am~o·><us-o ··'P·· · ~lfeacher son of founder Joseph
nn ti 0 ow:~l1~ liI'lf essed religion and joined

iBa~llis ur.cR ip ~aJ.l'loJ:ne € otint y, Ten-
1 nn ~ was ged ~l ye rs

ell 0 KS n Gou Misl\.oU i,
s st u u ~Iie

o ell n (il n
jj is
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ment stands at Providence Chur ch, of which he was the pic­
neer fo under.

The 14 children of Joab and Ann (Beeler) Powell were as
follows: John, Eli as , Peter , Silas , Esth er , Daniel, Mary,
Jonathan , Ann, Eli , Joab Junior , William, Abraham T" Bar­
bara H. Powell.

(Transcribed by Jewell Mayes, Nov. 26, 1934,)

Family of Jessie Calv-in Tltrnidgc

J essie Calvin Turnidge was born in Ray County, Mis­
souri , 1873. His parents were Elder William Turnidge and
Martha (Fletcher ) Turnidge. He was killed by the guer-

'lias July 18, 1864, near Richmond, Missouri, He was a
~ieut~nant in t he army and fou ght on the Union si~e in tl~e
Civil War. The guerrillas were led by the notonous Bill
Anderson.

Mr. Turnidge and his neighbor ha~ been gran~ed I~a~e
of absence to go hom e and harvest their crops, WhIle \\ ol.k­
in in their field, the Bushwhac~ers rode up, a~d afte,l a
sh~rt conversation, cut Mr. Turnidge's throat fl O~l ea i t~

. nd rode over where Mr. Shoemake was working, an
~r~~ll~d his body with bullets, then dragged ~lim to wh~l:e
they had slain Mr. Turnidge, and left him lying across \I S

fe~~me time later Bill Anderson ~as ki~le~~[e~~~r ~~;:
b . d t Richmond Missouri . .

He was urie , a , . I " ' I ed her right to admin-
nidge's death, his Widow re m~Uls 1

ister on his estate, as follow~ Turner Judge of the Pro-
"To the Honorable James , . " We the undersigned,

rt f R Y County Mlssoufl., d d
bate Cou 0 a . 'f JIie Turuidge decease , 0

T id e widow 0 ess ' d . , terEaster urm g , ' ht f preference to a mnus
hereby relinquish my rdlg °d husband and desine ha

t te of my ecease s temupon the ell a d h admin.il\ atm\ ep -
C. W. NanaJP,ley M appointe ~c ed Ells t $ ur, '~g~ ,
ber 9, 186 ." . !N e lUte Il 11 S f th fol-

Jessie 'Eu mB e I1d
lowing hI14J~leAn1~:il1i!~:Jf1:

,John G e'Y g~r. i!;u
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and, travele? more than 1500 miles on a flatboat.

Ii rom Lex1I1gton, Mr. Colly came with his mother's fam­
ily, to Ray County, and rented a farm near the present site
of Mount Hope Church. He afterward removed to a farm
on the east fork of Crooked River , and, after living there
for two years, he took possession of a farm by pre-emption
claim. He lat er sold this, and bought a farm near Halard
(Rayville) where he lived until his death.

Eliza Turnidge, daughter of Elder William Turnidge,
married Samuel Colly, in 1865. They became the parents
of sev en children, six girls and one boy. After her death,
11r. Colly married Martha McClain. She lived just two
years. He then mar r ied E ast er Turn idge, widow of Jessie
C. Turnidge, and dau ghter of Edwin Odell. He has two
da ughters still living, by his fi rst wife, Mary Ellen McCork­
in da le of Camden Township, Ray County, Missouri, and
Julia F rancis, of Lewisville, Arkansas.

Samuel Colly died in 1886. Mary Ellen, his daughter, mar­
ri ed Robert McCorkindale, May, 1862. They had the follow-

ing children:
William, born 1868, died 1898 ; Nichols, born 1870 ; JO~111

Thomas, born 1872 ; El izabeth, born 1874 ; Robert Frankhn,
born 1876 ; Mary Ann , died 1877 ; Rowena Harnson, bor ~1
1878 ; Charles Wallace, born 1882 : Isaac Milton, born 1886.

Rowena L., daughter of Samuel Colly and Easter (Tur ­
nidge) Colly , fir st married - Shoemake. Her second hus­
band was J ess LaMar. His father, Cha rles LaMar, came
from Powell Valley, Tennessee, wit h some of the Crowleys.
There were five who came at t his time. One was said t.o
have been one J ohn Crowley. Th is Jol.111 Crowley, It I~
claimed bv Mr . LaMar , purchased land 111 the Platte P llI .-

) . " . Missouri. Mv great, great grandfathel,
chase, neal Li berty, d "I; the Platte P urchase, near
J ohn Crowley, purchased Jarn I th l ' in 1819 at which

d di d tI re 'f e was e e ,
Libert y, an ie iere. ber f the Primitive Baptist
t ime he was ehal·tel· me~ll~~ I~ Mv great grandfather
Church, ca lled BIg Sh~fal n n .'all ' an aunt to Charles
J er emi ah Crowle ·'s WI e -,,0 Y "

LaMar.
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Will iam Frederic and Sultanna (deceased), Cornelia Ann,
Virgin ia a nd Letty Jane. •

J ohn Clevenger married first Emily Ode ll, June 25, 1874.
Second wife of John C. Turnidge was Nora Kate Stark
daughter of Rev. F . M. Stark. Sultanna married Daniel Clev~
engel'. They had a son named Temple. Caleb Odell's mother
Ruth Odell , was a sister of Easter Turnidge. And Bets;
Odell who married William Carson Wilson , and went to
Weiser, Idaho, to make her home, was a daughter of Easter
Turnidge's brother. Jessie T urnidge's widow married
Samuel Colly, former husband of E liza Tur nidge, daughter
of Elder William Turnidge, and a s ister of her late hus­
band (From the early history of Ray County ) .

Samuel Colly was born in Russell County (now West
Virginia) on the first day of September, 1813. His f ather
was a farmer and the father of 11 child ren , Samuel being
the fifth. His father died when he was 21 and the older
children having married, had left home, it f ell upon Samuel
to support the fam ily. The land was worn out, and after a
str uggle, Samue l lon ged to go west. H e conceived the idea
of making t he trip to Missouri on a flatboat. H e had had
considerable exper ience in the early part of his life as
a fl a t-boatman on the North Fork of the Holstan River. He
prepared for the p erilous journey by building an immense
fl atboat, during the winter and spring of 1838-9. Several of
Mr. Colly's kinsmen and friends became interested in the
undertaking, and a number of them determined to join the
expedit ion , and accompany the young adventurer on his
passage west .

When the novel craft was finished and launched in
Clinch River , in the month of March, 1839, as many as 60
persons, -inciud in g the Colly family, embarked for Missouri
on her. 'Fhey floated about 200 miles down Clinch River,

assin danger.ous rapids safely, and on into Tennessee ;
nn lilrtg ~Iie :Ohio River to its mouth, where {liey soltl

o ,an liRe nt fne mpan,y :took aJlsa:ge- of! a stewn­
1; ilii uis , foGl' L'exitlgiton , Mi ssouri., where tIre

Ilnl~,,,,,.,i;l 'n safe yo, a£l;er ~>lying een ou t ab out six weeks,
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Elder William F. Turnage (Turnidge), son of John Clev­

enger Turnidge and E mily Turnidge, died at his home in
St. Joseph, Missouri, Ma rch I , 1833.

William F . Turnage, son of J ohn Clevenge r Turnage, Was
born near Rayville, Missou r i, August 24, 1886. He married
Elizabeth Cox, April 20, 1907. He died at St. Joseph, Mis­
souri , March 1933, and was buried at the Crowley Ceme­
tery at Rayville, Mo. H e was a Baptist minister, having
had charge of the Woodbine Baptist Churc h a t St. J oseph
for several years past. He was a graduate of William J ewell
College. He is survived by a wife and four child ren : E rol,
Lenolay, Nolan and William Irvin. He had three brothers
S. C. Turnage and J esse, of Rayville and I. A. Turnage of

.Kearney, Missouri.

Marriage Bonds of Ray County, Missouri
C. H. R ichmond

" John C. Turnidge (son of Jesse Turnidge) to Emily
Odell, June 25, 1874. By Aaron Odell, minister. (This wa's
t he parents of the above William F. Turnage).

"William F. Turnage to Elizabeth Cox, April 20, 1907.
By Rev. W. R. Riggs.

"Irvin Turnage to Edna M. Brown (consent of parents),
December 7, 1921. By Rev. W. F. Turnage.

"J. C. Turnage to Elizabeth Odell (both under age, con­
sent of paJients given).

H RAI BLAZ ,::I
J~ss , Aaron, Pitman, John and Bartlett. Daughters­

Lettie, Esther and Mahala.
Sul t anna 's mother, Easter Turnidge, was a sister to Jess

Odell. .Mah.ala Turnidge married Jeremiah Crowley, whose
fi rst wife died.

Mrs. Bet sy Jane Wilson, wife of William Carson Wilson
was ~he daughter of J ess Odell, brother of Esther (Odeli
'I'urnid ge) and Heneryetta (Hightower ) Odell. Henervetta
Hightower was the daughter of Elizabeth Clevenger: who
marr ied J oseph Hightower of Nashville, Tennessee .

Betsy Wilson and her husband moved to the state of
Idaho, where her husband died. They had two children :
Raymond H. Wilson and Orin C. Wilson. Raymond married
Retha Watson. They have one child , Raymond, J r., aged
six. Their hom e is in Weiser, Idaho.

Samuel' P. Turnidge, youngest son of Elder William Tu r­
nidge, whose mother was Cornelia Ann, second wife of
William Turnidge, married Na ncy Elizabeth Hunt at Rich­
mond, Missouri. They lived on th e old home place, and
Sam's father made his home with th em after his wife's
death. Sam's wife was called Toab. William Tu ruidge was
evidently married to his second wife about 1840. From the
files at the court house in Richmond, I found the following
records, where he and his first wife deeded land to William
Estes, in 1835. That is the last record where Martha Tur-
nidge's name appears on the records. . .

In 1845, William and his second wife , C~rneha Ann,
deeds land to Jacob Seek (William's son Harrtson married
Rebecca Seek). This land was in Township 5.3, Range 28,
then a later record where William and Corn~ha Ann. deeds
land to Jessie Turnidge (William, and Ma ·tha s son), 1Il Sec-

tion 3B, Township 58, 1854. . 'W'n'
Some extracts from the dial' of all old frien d of I ;am

Turnidge, It school t eacher, ho bou lit tne lll~ hQU1 P 1I
just a short time before: M . Turnillgi!ls death, la ll Q1)o

DecemJjl!r.' 25, 7. U :r:@' 1 a w.~~~a=m~
ho sebacki b in v l1y \d, lte lmp n a t:i

UC(Qol! tBfi !Wol1n lla l.U1 !:Ig;,e" ,.. ...'
cam ina ~si .
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children : Bertha Marie, born January 4, 1912, married Ed­
wa~'d Moore, June 17, 1931. Their one child, Edward Gerald,
Fl:leda May, .b~rn December 26, 1917. Mary Saule is post
mistress at VICI, Oklahoma. Lulu, second daughter of James
Turnage, born February 11, 1892, married -- Bohnert.
They have four children: James, Milford, Loraine and Mil­
dred. They live at Anthony, Kansas.

J ohn Clayton Turnage, second son of John and Catherine
Turnage, was two years of age when his father died. He
lived in Missouri with the exception of a short time in Okla­
homa, since he was born. He married Mary Isenhour (sister
to James Turnage's second wife) . No children. Children by
first wife : William Edgar, John Samuel and Luther. William
Edgar, born October 2, 1883. His wife, Grace Charlotte
(Kennamon), was born November 3, 1887. They were ma~'­

ried at Carrnargo, Oklahoma, December 20, 1904. Then'
children :

Bertha May, born September 20, 1905.
Edwina Maud, born December 20, 1908.
Zelphia Alesea, born August 17, 1910.
Wava Phoena, born May 8, 1913.
Infant, born dead, January 25, 1916.
Paul Edward, born December 14, 1918. .
Bertha May , married Carl Coonce. No children.
Wava married Everett Stanaland, August 10,1929. They

had two' children : Thresa Yevonne, born May 30, 1930; Pa-
tricia Ann born November 12, 1932. .

Edwina: married Charles Harrison, April 10 1931. No

children. . A t 13 1932. No children.
Zelphia, marrIed Lee Boot~ hi~g::cond wif Me living in
John Clayton Turnage an •

Excelsior Springs, Missouri.
. ' ~~s~t--son of John Turnage and

Thomas Allen IS the youge H a bom Februa't, 10.
Cather ine (Fo tel') :pu:a~, he d:cHn 1)11e ivil w e ), in
1863. Aftet h is ~fathE!:'sf.1 e~ Ii ied Ell:rba a An lin SI l.\Il,
Ray ounty, MlgsOUJiI . e :. daugh of end r,llon and
November 5, 1890. ~he was e
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1875, William Turnidge ill bad condition, very

I fiG

February,
weak.

February 20, 1875, William Turnidge died. He was bor
th e sixth day of May, A. D., 1792, in the state of NOlt~
Ca rolina .

D~cember 11, 1881, Sam Turnidge and fami ly gave pos,
session, and left for Lawrence County, Missouri.

Samuel P. Turnidge and Nancy Elizabeth Tu rnidge's
children: Leonia W., born March 10, 1867 (deceased). Anna
Beeso~ lives at Webb City, l\I.issOUl:i. William W. Tu rnidge
was killed near Carthage, Missouri , by electricity. J oshua
D~vid, ~arthage, Missour i. E veret t P. Turnidga, Carthage,
Missouri. Lula Shea, Muskogee, Oklahoma. Claude A. Car­
thage, Missouri ; Lawrence, Ca r thage. Myrtle Burns, de­
ceased. Bertha Perry, Car thage, Missouri.

J ames Turnage was the eldest son of John (Turnage) , and
Cat her ine, h is wife. He was the grandson of Michial Tur­
nidge. He married Josephine Isenhour in the state of Mis­
SOUl·i. He was f our years of age when his father died. In his
childhood days he lived with his widowed mother, near the
home of his great uncle, Elder William Turnidge. After his
marriage, he moved near Lawson, Missouri, and later moved
to Oklahoma, where both he and his mother entered land.
The mother made her home with him as long as she lived,
and is buried near the home place.

James and Josephine Turnage had the following children:
Dessie, born May 25, 1888, married William Elton Ken­

nedy, born March 3, 1876. They were married at the home
place west of Lenore, Oklahoma, September 4, 1902. They
have seven children: Elmer G., born February 1, 1903; Edna
Cecil, born November 9, 1905 ; Alvin, born May 28, 1907;
Amps, om April 9, 1910; Eva Edith, born January 10, 1912.
She r.ied eeil :Bennett. I£h.e¥ .have one daughter, Billey
~n ~ e.
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Jerry Crowley, sought shelter from the snow storm. The
weather was very cold and the snow deep. The woman's
clothes were frozen st iff. Mr . Crowley was not the least un­
kind to the negress. She had a mania for running away.

In one (November) day, Holland Vanderpoole killed five
deer. It was near Crooked River. He dragged them, one by
one, to that st ream; made a bark canoe, and floated them
home. Winant Vanderpoole had a pet bear and a pet panther
which played in the yard and were fondled by the children.
The pioneer was a hard worker. He had to fell huge trees;
clear his land, maul r ails, build fences. Wives made their
husbands pads of feather s to wear on their shoulders while
carrying green rails and heavy timbers.

In the year 1822, a man from New England, who was en­
O'aged in buying furs, pelts, etc. from citizens of Ray
County, fo r which he exchanged piJ~s .and. needles: ~)~came
enamored of a fair, bucolic damsel, livin g m the vicinity of
the present t own of Hardin. The Yankee sought and won
the m aiden 's hand and hear t. At the appointed time, th e
k at was tied by an old man, who was Justice of the Peace.
A~ter the ceremonial, the " coon skin man" as .the .peddler

lied Pa id the Justi ce for his trouble, III pins and
was ca , . ' ., Ever

eedles and the twain went on their way reJolcmg. . "
:fter the justice was known as the "pin and needle sqmre.

S ' afte r RiclmlOnd was founded, Billey Bales, a new­
oon s t ' t Richmond and told Charles Moorehead, a

come r , wen 0 h . and in reply
. h t that he wanted to buy some oney : .

mel c an , " . -ed "Twenty
h ti "What is it worth ? was answei , ., .

to t e ques ion , It " reJollled
II " "I'll t ake all you lave go ,

five cents a ga on. h II ' vhere on finding 2,000
Bales. He was invited into t e ce ar, ,~ ,

h id "I only want a keg!
gallons, e sal , d Larkin Vand erpoole, came to

Meadors Vanderpoole an . f 1852 Meadors was cap-
. . nt t r am 0 .

Oregon with the emlgl a ttl d in Polk ountv. and lat r
t ain of the train. They first s~ e ~arkin Vande;Poole prac­
moved to Benton County, W fier~IY moved to Prineville, and
ticed medicine in 1869. They na "h r Dr Vanderpool b

f . Wasco County, we · f .
later to Du Ul h hi u ceo sful (lure Q au e .
came widely known throu g IS
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J:ebecca Sloan, ea r ly pioneers of Ray County, Missouri, na­
ti ves of Kentucky, who migrated from there to NashVille
Tennessee and to Missouri. '

Thomas All en and his wife, Barbara Turnage, have the
fo llowing children :

E lva , born 1892, married Frank Grohs in 1909. One child,
Mild r ed Elva, died January 10, 1918. J ohn Rober t , born
1894, served in the World War.

Mary Turnidge, eldest daughter of l\Iichial Turnidga and
his wife, was born in Ray County, Missouri, Ma rch 3, 1832.
She married Larkin Vanderpoole, born J une 28, 1831. He
was of the pioneer Vanderpooles who came to Missour i in
a ver y early day, and settled in Ray County. Holland, being
the head of the family.

In the early incidents of Ray County, as publ ished in the
first history of said county, a re t he fo llowing interest ing
items:

The day after H olland Vanderpoole was married, he and
his wife rode horse back to Richmond to get their household
goods. From a merchant, named Siothard, they purchased
the necessary supply and started home. Mr. Vanderpoole
carr ied the tableware in a bucket, placed on the horse in
f ront of him. When just out of town, the toe of Mr. Vander­
poole' s horse striking a root, the animal fell; the rider and
the dishes went over his head; the former was bruised; the
latter broken to pieces. Mr. Vanderpoole lived in a log hut
with one room; the latch string hung on the outside, and at
his hovel "the richest were poor, and the poor dwelt in
abundance." People were very neighborly in those days, and
visited each other frequently. Visitors and a ll, slep t on the
floor. rune ni lit Mr. V.anderpoole and his wife were alone in
iheii1 c Din . n if{>r er :was as1eep on the loom bench ; the

lat e B s ell fie I. Mr. V; n el;poole was suddenly
.!ti , 111M f ··gh t'J.!n ed, said a bear

0 US • Hali slig saw rts pa II

11 • aI1derpool~, t akin
i.n Ii: , 0 en it the door, 1:o be

~ fteein~ [ l'om her master,
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lie died there March 24, 1894. Mary Vanderpoole, his wife• •died at the old home place in Dufur, March 6, 1901.

William F. Vander poole, their son . was born in Polk
County. Oregon, December 8. 1852. He is a fa rmer in Wasco
County and acq uire d considerable wealth . He is the only one
of the family now living. One daughter-in-law is living in
the Vanderpoole home in Dufu r . Oregon .

Willard Lane Vanderpoole, son of Mar y and Larkin Van­
derpoole, was born December 24. 1856, Rebecca J ane. born
J an ua r y 24. 1862 . She married - - Wilson of The Dalles.
Oregon.

Wi lliam Turnidge, brother of Mary Vanderpoole, came to
Oregon with the Vanderpooles in 1852 . He was the youngest
child of Michial and J emmima Turnidge. He left Du fur. and
went t o Montana. where he died of pneumonia. at Queens
River. Mary's sister, Jane Turnidge, married E . Rowland.
She died in Missour i.

T he Fam ilu of Mary (Turnulo e) Shirley
Mary Turnidge, daughter of William Turnidge and Mar­

tha Fletcher. was born in Ray County. Missouri. She married
Henery Shirley. They homesteaded land near the home of
her father in Ray County. They lived there until they sepa­
rated, when Mary came west with her daughter, Martha
Givens and her husband. Their first child, Eliza Jane. was
born in Missouri, January 9, 1851. She married J. W. Smith,
December 25, 1867. They had one son, J. W. (William)
Sm it h Jr born August 23, 1872 at Hatohita, New Mexico., "
:ije tHea Rer e. Her second husband was James F. Patton.

e l'Ie 11 War . mhey had eight children:
IDill in a ~; e, K Patton, 01 Centervilll!,

In ow: en ry M., Boise, Ida O'

eo a Bero;.l?atito
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vanquished town of Springfield. Two years later Mr. Patton
died. leaving the care of the family to his wife. She after­
ward married E. G. Johnson in 1901, while at the home of
her son at Aspen. Colorado. They returned to the family
homestead , where she and her sons, Wood and Berne, lived
until r ecent years.

In early life. Eliza Shirley united with the Primitive
Bapt ist church. however, there being no church of that faith
near her , she joined the Methodist Episcopal church and do­
na te d a parcel of land on which to build a church house, so
tha t it might be handy for her to attend services.

The second child of Mary Shirley was Levena Ann. Third,
William Kalef. Fourth Marth a Susan. She married -­
Givens. J anuar y 9. 1876. They came to Nevada, where they
lived for three years. then migrated to Idaho.

They pitched camp on Snake River 53 years prior to 1934.
Mr. Givens desired to move on and find ~ bett~r .p~~ce to
locate, but his wife being weary of traveling, said. No, , ~,

am going to stay ri ght here! If you go on, you go . alon~ .

They stayed and filed a homestead on th e campmg. site
which later proved to be what is now th e famous Givens

Hot Springs. .
Mr. and Mrs. Givens had four children : . .
Berry Granville. Guy and Jessie. Mrs. Gl;ens ~nd her

first 'h usband separated and she married Gus Yanke m 1907.

Additional children of Mary Shirley : d R th
John Granville. Othello, Charl~s Lee, ?~ed d)ec;~~:thY ;Iiv_

.' Fletcher (committed SUlCi e, I
Dovey, Ha:l1s?n M ' Y k Othello lives at Boise, Idaho.
ing with his sister. 1 s. an.

ldah "Th G m of th Mountains" .
0, d b Colonel Craig of

Idaho was said to have been na~e ThV name was giv n
Craig's Mountain, Nez Perce Coun y. e

prior to 1861. t tha e. was rid mg 110 1) ,

Joaquin Mm J;l Ute e.t, s ~ Mro 'tin oug ilie ~
expre s a 'tili im rumorcs rea~ f jj n t fie s
Pe e Intli g nati ](I was t u
ana riBut:a:i~ of ,S'al Be , cil til

" I bocd Iiv.eti w:iffi tile Indians. and 0 en
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spent most of his life with them, ?ften talke~ with me about
possible discoveries in the mountams to the nght, as we rod
to Orofino, and of what the Indians knew of the then un~
known region. Gallop your horse as I have done hu ndred
of times, against the rising sun, as you climb the Swee~
Water Mountains far away to the right. You will see the
name of Idaho written on the mountain top; at least You
will see a peculiar and beautiful light at sunrise; a sort of
diadem on two grand clusters of mountains that bare away
under the clouds 50 miles distant. I called Colonel Craig'S
attention to this peculiar and beautiful arched light. 'That,'
said he, 'is what the Indians call E-dah-hoe; which means
the light, or diadem, on the line of the mountains.' " '

"That was th e first time I had ever heard the name. Later
in September, 1861, I returned, when I rode pony express
into the newly discovered camp, to establish an express
office. I took with me an Indian from Lapwai. We followed
an Indian trail, crossed Craig's Mountain (then Camas
Prairie) and had all the time, E-dah-hoe Mountain for our
objective point.

:'On my return to Lewiston, I wrote a letter containing a
?l'lef account of our trip to the mines, and it was published
~n one of the Oregon papers. I have forgotten which one.
il~the coun~, I often mentioned E-dah-hoe, but spelled it
- .-~I.i.H-o : leavmtg the pronounciation unmarked by any dia-

..,..•"~CF, I~a. I . A; that, :n-ethaps may have been the first to
iY.e ~ seen Il 1 . di

S In Iq.not 01'iginate the word'~......,e= at e R ;;t...~,.;t:I~~\ : •
a n, iY.e ,he fallowing a-

BOOK II

HERALDRY

"Coats of arms were adopted for three purposes; the first
was to honor and adorn the family, of him that had honored
his country, and to set him apart from the rest, which had
not been deserving of this honor. The subject of honorable
descent is an interest ing subject; there is no quality to
which everyone in his heart has greater respect and rever­
ence. And by reason of this respect and reverence, armorial
bearings are one of the earliest outward and visible signs
which make their appearance, when a family commences to
make its rise in the scale of social prominence." (Sir Edward
Bridges' autobiography and Fox Davies, Armorial Families).

Every man who held land in England after the Norman
conquest, was of the upper class. He was "nobillis" 01' known,
and of a rank distinct and apart, from the remainder of the
population.

The art of heraldry states that the arms are the sign of
the technical rank of gentility; rank, emanating from the
Crown. However, descent from a Royal family is honorable,
only in proportion to the worthiness of the ~ersons from
whom the descent is claimed. In reading the history of the
past Kings and Queens of Europe, I find there were many
who were true and noble, while many were ignoble and ; ase.

D I Of Scotland (from whom the Duncans, 0 ~.Y'"
unean . . d d tl as ala

matJern'ii!l ~t-a :amofuer's peopl~ elaime esce~ , .,..:~~
1; a \:IS tlt:del~ of lQ.it eQnl an ~¥i: s ~e

trce e i-nW f nne, c .
15 ·u I Hes e

~



174 THE TRAIL BLAZERS
1 d and his wife Ellinor, was said to have been not only
ian , ' if I
the wickedest, but the most beaut! u , and the richest
Queen in her own right, whoever graced t he Throne of Eng­
land. She was divorced from her first husband, and she was
the wife of two Kings, and the mother of two Kings. Every
king and Queen, who has sat upon an English Throne, since
their time, has been a descendant of this Royal couple.

All the glory or the shame, we find in t his long line of
English rulers during the past seven cent ur ies, has been t he
history of Henery and Ellinor 's posterity! King J ohn, who
has been called the worst King who ever wore the Crown
of England, and the chivalry of Richard I.; the feebleness
and vacillat ion of Hen,fry III. ; the inglorious r eign and
death of Richa rd II. ; and the illustrious life of Henery V. ;
and the weak and ignominious reign of Henjrry VI., who
was crowned November 6, 1429, and died in the Tower of
London, May 24, 1471 ; then the brilliant career of John ,
Duke of Bedford, the pride of the English nobility who
with knight and vassal, swept over the fair field of France
like the beesom of destruction in his track, and who at last
stamped his name with everlasting infamy with the in­
delible blood of Joan of Arc; then we read of the enormities
o~ Ed~ard Iy. , and his brother Richard III., who expiated
hI~ ~tlf.lles WIth his life upon Boswort field; the wickedness
aN e uelty ef Henry V1II., whose hands were red with the

ood 'Ii ~ :,w~es, and tJAe appalliNg crimes of Mary 1. ; the
l'ller, 1 e :dIng. of' ha: Ie ] . the t y.r-anny and flight from

°1 • 9ia f1, hen Wi !lean f the lQng
e I u f.i' IS •

eem Gf~;Ria;. IS m l!lst
i d ~11 ern

• 10: e 1:1.

\
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to hand dow~ to one's descendants. However, the brightest
shield of a ll, IS the emblem of honor and integrity.

My line of ancest~rs have been, with but few exceptions,
a line of honest , plain, and conscientious, God-fearing peo­
ple. They have ea rned their bread by the sweat of their
brow, toiling by day, and sleeping the sleep of the just by
night , and bowing their knee to none save their God only.

" Let no man your soul enslave; be independent, gener­
ous, brave ; your fathers such example gave, and such

"revere.
Far better and more glorious is this than all the crowns

and coronets and scepters and heraldic emblems that ever
flashed in the sunlight of Heaven.

"The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power , and all that
beauty, all that wealth ere gave, await alike the inevitable
hour, the paths of glory lead but to the grave."

OUR ANCESTORS

ARMS: Vert on a Chevron or an Estoile of sixteen points
between two roses Gu. CREST: on a Mount vert a Sun
in splendor, charged with a rose Gu. MOTTO: Mihi con­
sulit Dens (Translated: Heaven is my home). General
Armory of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

-By Burke.
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fested with crows. The word la or Ie means land in Eng­
land, and from that, and the crows, the name Crowley, cam e
into existence. (See our family names in England, also sur­
names in England.)

John Crowley (land owner), living in 1597, Harpole
Herts County, England. His chi ldren: Richard, Marga ret ,
Edward, Anne, William, Elizabeth, Joan a nd Judith.

"Sir" Francis Crowley, born 1545, Beds. , England. __ Wife,
born 1546. Valentine Crowley livin g in 1553, Essex County. ,
Todington Beds . Wife, Agnes Bargesse. ARMS of " Sir"
Francis Crowley: A Crane ppr., in the dexter claw ; a fleu r ­
de-lis. MOTTO: Non-onnia-poss umus, omnes.

Thomas Crowley, livin g in 1553, Essex County. Daughter
and co-heir, J oan, married Th omas Mead e.

Thomas Crowley, born 1602 (St. Albans), Herts County,
England. Died January 20, 1621. Wife, Susan Prince, born
1604, died April 10, 1625. Children: Thomas Crowley, Jr.,
born January 21, 1625, died September 8, 1669. His wife,
Marie Galbrith, born June 2, 1633.

Ambrose Crowley L born 1622 (ancestor of the Crow­
leys of America). His father was John Crowle. (Harlean
Publications) Ambrose 1. married Mary Granger, born
1623, at Rowley Stafford, England. Their son, Ambrose, Jr.,
born 1644, married Mary Hall.

"Sir" Ambrose Crowley, born 1660. His wife, Lady Crow­
Je hOJ;fi 661. Their eldest son, Ambrose, Jr.,married Mary

m 666 ied Oetobe<r n , 1713 ; secon son, John
M, m am d'ooia ~as igne. Their ehildren :

1I J.; 'an oWle the I.) , born
il'e'B iJi nu~ny; :e li

a
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aries: Ambrose (Sir) Knt, Alden Land. Died 7, October,
1713. M. P . for Andover. Ambrose, son, of Sir Ambrose
Knt . Ironmonger , died 21, May, 1754. John, son of Sir
Ambrose Knt . Died 6, July, 1755, l ronmonger , M. P. for
Queensboro (Member of P arliment ). Lady Crowley, relict,
of Sir Ambrose, Knt. Died 24 of June, 1727.

Ambrose Crowley (son of John Crowley, born 1694) was
born 1718, died 1754. Wife was born 1695. Their children:
Mary, born 1720, died 1746, married "Sir" William Stan­
hope ; Ann born 1721, died 1746; John, born 1719, died
1734; Elizabeth, born 1725, , married John Ashburton.

Thomas Crowley (son of Robert Crowley ( was christ­
ened February 17, 1622. His wife was born in Harts County,
1624. Children : Thomas, Jr., born June 24, 1661 ; William,
born September 5, 1664 ; Joseph, born, November 26, 1627 ;
Daniel died August 6, 1660.

Tho:nas Crowley, born 1624, Herts. County. Wife born
1626. A son, Robert, born November 9, 1647.

George Crowley, St. Albans, Helots. County, born 1581,
buried March 10, 1614. Wife, Judith (Clark) ~ born 1583.
Children: Sara, born September 16, 1604, died. November
25, 1617; Elizabeth, born August 25, 1606, died August

llJ~~~6CroWley born 1598, buried March 28, 1662. Wi.f~
born 1600. Children: Agnes, born January 10, 1621, bune

August 25, 1630, Grissel, Herts. CountYir t County died
John Crowley, born .1598, .St. AlbaGn.~, :1b:rn 1600.'Chil-

Dec~mber 27 1661. WIfe, ElIzabeth 1 me , b
' 3 1639' Martha, orn ,

: bert, born November" 20 162.5'
35' Thomas, born February, '

.a an ali 2, 16 ~5 1629 buried Sep,tember 9, 16~,
I fJi1li Oal " wife 3i l..eI;

iEt ',zai nIl, M ~to19 lJ ,
~ M 3
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Elizabeth, born May 3, 1655, buried July 4, 1678, mar­

ried Joseph Carpenter . Children : John, born August 23,
1668; Rachel, born October 9,1670; Rachel 2nd, born No-
vember 17, 1672, buried December, 1675.

John Crowley (a Baptist), born 1669, Herts. County,
England.

John Crowley, born 1683, died 1727, married Theodocia
Gascoigne, born 1692, died May 17, 1782. Had children.

Charles Boone, born 1723, at Lee Kent. Wife, Theodocia
Crowley, born 1725. Father 's name, J ohn Crowley. Moth­
er's name, Theodocia Gascoigne. Daughter, Harriet Boone
born 1744. '
J~h~ Crowley (an uncle of J eremiah Crowley, family

tradition ) was arrested in 1610 as a dissenter, and William
~rowley was arrested in 1634, as a dissenter. He was ex­
iled to the Govern~r of Ireland, and later made his escape,
and c~~e to America and settled in Virginia in 1638. His
son WIlham of Amelia County, and Benjarnan Crowley made
their wills which were filed at the court house in Amelia
County. They chan~e? the spelling of their name to Crawley.
~he father of Wilham and Jeremiah, was John Cr wley,

ail 1~onmong~r, and a large land owner. He was the father
offi e)~ht or ll'me. s~~s. John Crowley was the first Crowley

bi~c@me wa Pl'lInithve Baptist. In every generation of his
ee its ill e vg l)ee fua nMi no have followed in his

II s 'Y.: a liist s 'tram his line down
1; t! lli"l:ti . t~).1 tine :split in.

~IS

m. !B~~
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(Gilmet) Crowley, born January 27, 1627, had the follow­
ing children:

Maria, born 1652 ; Hester , born 1653; Rachel, born 1659.

T he C1'owleys of h'eland
The name anglicized Crawley, Croley, Crolly , Croly,

Crowley. The arms of Mac Tiege Crowley, living in Ire­
land, born 1572, Killinacross, County Armach, Ireland, or
Gyronny of ten ar, and sa. Crest : A Wolf pass, sa. The
crest of William Crowley: A Harrow horizontal. The Irish
Crowleys are mostly Catholic, while the English Crowleys
are all Protestants. I have never known of a Catholic in
our branch of the family in America.

Our ancestor, J eremiah Crowley, met his death at the
hands of the Indians in Henderson County, Kentucky. He
had seven or eight brothers who came to Virginia early in
the 18th century. Benjaman Crowley, one of the brothers,
was killed in Georgia, where the city of Mobile, Alabama,
is now situated, that being a part of Georgia at the time
he was killed by the Seminole Indians. .

Our Crowleys first settled in Prince George County, VIr­
ginia but migrated to Halifax County and from there ~o
Amelia County. They finally moved on into the Fra~klm
District where they lived in a fort on French Broad.RlV~r,
North Carolina. According to tradition, two ~f their chil­
dren were born in this fort. Later this district became a

part of Tennessee . C 'I' voted
At the time of the Indian Wars, North aro ina it

12:>000 pounds for the construction of forts; however, I
a h vern r 1Yttleton' treaty of neace negu-

s a 1 ~ i8l1l at the d ose of 1759,. \Va .worse .th~D
s ffiN iilev, i a ee III at u e

e ~ Ii i lil e Ell
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Some of the Crowleys, at t hat time, moved to Georgia and
settled in the district of Augusta. Some of the family re­
mained there, whi le others, including J eremiah, Samuel,
William and Benjama n, sons of J eremiah, sold t he land
which they had, and went into Kentucky when the H ender­
son Land Company sent Daniel Boone to pilot the colonist
into the Transylva nis settlement.

The Crouileus of Ireland

William Crowley went from England to Ireland, and was
said to have owned a large estate there. He was one of the
brothers who came to England from France, at the time of
the Conquest. The surname, however, had its origin in Eng­
land. John Crowley had a large body of land, in one of the
shires, in England, (Hertsford shire) the Crest of William
Crowley I, in Ireland, was a triangular harrow.
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Kenner Crowley (son of John Crowley and Anna Haynee

Crowley) , bam 17° 8. Married Mrs. Street, born 1804, North­
umberland. Their son, Kenner R., born 1828, married Miss
Saunders ; second wife, MissRice.

Kenner Crowley, born 1732, died 1785, married Nancy
_-, ba m 1733. Son, Kenner W., born October, 1785, died
1825.

Kenner Crowley, bam 1802 (son of Kenner Crowley and
Miss St reet ), married Nancy Hatchett, born 1804, daughter
of Wm. Hatchett and Elizabeth Farmer . Son, Kenner, born
1828, married Miss Saunders, bam 1829.

Montram Ball Crowley Jr. , born 1795 (son of Montram
Ball Crowley and Miss Haynee) , married Fannie Campbell,
bam 1797. Son, J efferson, born 1821; Alphe us, born 1822 ;
Lillie, born 1824.

John Crowley (son of John and Hannah Kenner Crowley) ,
bam 1730, married Sarah Harding, born 1732.

Mattram Crowley Sr., horn 1767, February ~7. .
Mary, born 1785, died 1813 ; Jo~n: born April, 1791, mar-

ried Betsy Muse and later Miss Williams. d
Hannah, born July 31, 1778, married Dr. Samuel McCur y

and later Joseph Hudnall. di d April
John Crowley married Judith Ball, born 1730, ie S'

B II d Martha Montrom. on,
1759 daughter of Spencer a an b . 18 1756

' 1754' J hn born Septem er ,Spencer, horn May 4, ,0,

(Charleston, Virginia). . . C~le of Amelia County:
Oopy of the will of BenJa~I~B r~ '-am:n Crawley, being in
"In t he name of God Amen. e J r do make and 01'-

mM "igll: n'd perfect s nses a~d III ~oi:'manne1'and fol'.Ftl
in i h t Will ~na Tes a en, h w EXavid CliO\¥"'"

=,,~ M 'H ijlieatb to my nep e.
I €I as $"@llo:ws,~}ij~ 3! ne

Ie e 'I a)le tIe e ,

'I 1
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Stock, Plantation and my horses which are now on the Plan­
ta tion, which my late brother J ohn Crawley gave me in his
last Wi11 and Testament. In the Year of our Lord 1793.

"Benjaman <lrawley."
Note-The autho~'S . debted to Ariel L. C~ley and to

his father, Clarenc . Crowley, for much of the English
genealogy of the Crow eys written in this book.

Wi11iam Crawley (Crowley) cam e to Amelia County, pre­
sumably, about 1741, as that is the first date on which the
name of Crawley appears on the records a t the Amelia
County court house. William Sr. made his will in 1744, and
left his property to his beloved wife, Sarah Crowley. In
1779 her will was filed, leaving all her property to be equally
divided between her sons, William, John, Benjaman and
David.A~lmber of the descendants of these Crawleys went
to Hendel' n County, Kentucky, about the same time the
Crowleys w nt, in 1776-8.
, Many colonists began moving into Tennessee and Ken­
tucky, which was called "The dark and bloody ground" in
1~75: !ransylvania was formed out of Kentucky County,
VI~gJ.llla. The colonists invaded Virginia as early as 1775.
ThI~ c~untry ran at the back of North Carolina and Virginia,
beg:lI~lllngat Tyrol Mountain on the South Carolina bound­
llr,~ line, thence due west to a point east of Long Island of
Mjo Iston. I~ Iia~ in a straight line in the direction of the Ohio
iRi ~~l1 :t [~s aunctipn with the Kentucky River. This land
Ilrl[ge ailts 0 ~i<ll . i NQtth Carolina and the greater

i n E esee n flu
a 31 m.
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Tennessee, made a treaty with the Cherokee indians for
10,000 pounds of merchandise, and ceded to the comp~ny a
vas t domain between the Ohio and Tennessee. The title was
afterward declared to be worthless and was abolished in
1777. Virgini a organized the greater part of the territory as
the county of Virginia after annulling the title. The settlers
were left to t heir own devices.

There was raid after raid, by the Indians, incited by Lieu­
tenant Governor Henry Hamilton, who commanded the Brit­
ish Fort at Detroit. He was called the hair buying General,
as he paid rewards for the number of scalps they brought
back. (A she s' Hi story of North Carolina).

Richard Hender son in behalf of Henderson and Company,
sent Daniel Boone (then living in the Salsbury District,
Nor th Carolina) , and John Findley, John Stuart, Joseph
Holden, James Mooney and others, to explore the wilderness
'of Kentucky.

From the records at Frankfort, Kentucky, there were only
three of the Crowleys who entered land. Many of them drew
land in Georgia, in the Oglethorp District, in 17~5. Among
them were John Crowley, Samuel, James, Benjaman Sr.,
and Benjaman Jr. Also others. . .

John Crowley remained in GeorgIa until abo~t 1798, when
trouble arose in connection with the land, WhICh was fou~d
to be of the poorest soil to be found in the state of ~:rgI:.
Political troubles also came up, and the Crowleys a~ P unel~
ers families and McClains , left there, and came Of 0: e

' S 1H Crowley was manager 0 a s or
V.alley, Tennessee. amue. . C t Most of the

'Ph"l d 1 h ' !t nnessee Loudm oun y.
at I a e p i:1Ia~ . eCa.....pb:ll and Claiborne counties, which
Qt: w e S e Ii ea 1n ~.,.

• <J ' >J 0 :s Rive . d
1 I:l \!.t r.6lin~ ~ . t.ed. to Mend rsen an

Ii Rnd to, b:e. Md off in ~ne un
~ entii a e slfte~S~~
u ou J?~

e 11
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ll's River they found cut the name of Ambrose Powell, and
;rom that circumstance came t he name of Powell's Ri ver ,
Powell's Valley, and Powell's Mountain . Many of the colon­
ists made their home in Powell' s Valley, Tennessee. Among
those were John Crowley, hi s son J eremiah , and Samuel, a
younger son, Berry Crowley, son of Jeremiah Crowley I ,
brother to John. Bi ll Cr owley, son of Berry Crowley. James
Crowley, son of Samuel Crowley, and his wife, Francis
Crowley. James Crowley went t o Alabama, where he re­
mained until 1816. Both he and hi s eldest son, Sam Crowley,
Jam es Cr owley and J ohn Crowley Sr., were first cousins .
J am es married Mary McClain before going to Alabama .
John Crowley married Elizabeth McClain. A number of the
Crowleys married into the McClain family. The county of
McClain, Kentucky, was named for the McClains. John
Crowley 's father and mother and brother, Benjaman, and
two uncles, lived in Henderson County, Kentucky.

Some of the Crowleys went to Georgia about 1774; how­
ever, it was not until the year 1785, when John Crowley
drew land in the Oglethorpe District through the land lottery.
The r ecords are as follows:

"Oglethorp Co. Ga. John Crowley, Land Grant Year 1785.
~uel Elbert Gov. Tract of Land containing 250 acres.

~~;i~m!@~. ~~ ilkes, bounded on all sides by vacant land. Land
n e N ~ e.a of American Independence. Page

a "S ~anta Ga.
Ie - e .
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dist. and county dr ew Lot no. 95, in 21' Dist. Wilkason Co."
The old home of J ohn Crowley was situated four and

one-half miles south of Savannah, Georgia. It was there
that my great-grandfather , Jeremiah Crowley, his brother,
Samuel, and other children in the f amily, were born. They
were in Powell Valley , Tennessee, in 1800. Polly Crowley,
daught er of John and Elizabeth Crowley, was born in
Cam pbell County , Tennessee (Powell's Valley), in 1802.
Her sister, Elizabeth, was born in 1804, and James, ?y
secon d wife, Margaret, in 1810. J ohn Crowley's first WIfe
was Elizabeth McClain; Thomas, by first wife, born 1800.
She died in Campbell County, Tennessee.

On my trip there (November, 1933), I found many re:­
ords of deeds and sales of land by the Crowleys, both III

Campbell, and Claiborne Counties. ~ohn owned land on bo~h
sides of Powell's river, and sold It to Thomas Mc. Clam
when he went to Missouri. Many of the Crowleys. (t~e
Berry Crowley line) are living just across the state line in
Whitely County Kentucky. The tradition has always been
in the family th~t our ancestor, Jeremiah. (Jeffie) C:0w~~d

kill d by the Indians somewhere In Kentuc y, .
was Ie, h b ks of the OhIO
buried under an old chestnut tre~, on the an how he was

d t know Just were, or
River. No one seeme o. ki h with the IndIans.

. t th t .t was In a s irmis
killed, excep aId b the different branches of
The story was often repeate ~'k myth than a reality.
the family, until it seemed ~or;ol;o:~ng cli~ping was sent

Last September, 1933, t eM' . ippi who was a great-
C I s in ISSISSI ,

me; by ne of the row: ey I brother'of John and Ben-
g ea Cl on of DaN~d Crow~, reat-grandfather, John,
9 a 0 I M· Kqow).ng that ~:with him to GeoRgia in

Fl e (:J~:n, ~~oa!l,d Df him since, I was d~epl
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CROWLEY PARK FETE WILL BE HELD TODAY
Dedication Expected to Draw Large Crowd.

NOTABLES WILL ATTEND

Green County Will Observe lOath Anniversary­
Govern or Futrell, Governor Parks and

Senator Caraway on Program

Special to the Commercial Appeal.

"Paragould, Arkansas, August 29.-All was ready to-­
night for the dedication of the Crowley Ridge Memori al
Park and the celebration of Green County's lOath birthday
anniversary tomor row at the home place of Benjamin
Crowley, pioneer settler of Green County and the man for
whom Crowley Ridge was named. Green County was formed
~ov. 5, 1833, but the celebration is being held at the present
time because of the favorable weather conditions at this
period. Good Roads to Park.
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"The meet ing is scheduled to begin at 10 a. m. The dedi­
cation of the ~onument to the grave of Benjaman Crowley
is the fir st thmg on the afternoon's program. Miss Evelyn
Long will unveil the monument .

"Governor Futrell, a nat ive of Green County, will deliver
an address. Music will be fu rnished by the band, preceding
the address of Senator Hattie W. Caraway. Governor Guy
Sparks of Missouri will speak following Mrs. Caraway.
The relic and antique show will be an outstanding feature
of the celebration. It will be housed in the home of Ben
Crowley, great , great, grand son of the pioneer. Much of it
will be donat ed t o the society and will be the nucleus for
a Crowley's Ridge Museum, which will be a permanent
part of the state park. A letter was received from Charles
H. Brough, f ormer governor, stat ing that he would appear
on tomorrow's program. He also sent $1 for an associate
membership in the Crowley's Ridge Historical Society.

"Among the relatives of the Crowley family that are
here for the celebration, are: Mrs. Belle Crowley Watts, of
Glendale, Calif.; Lucian Crowley, of Kansas City; Mr., and
Mrs Herbert Woods of Nevada, Mo., and Mrs. J . D. Slpe,rt

d 't J D Jr and Olan of Miami, Fla. Sheriffan wo sons, . .,", '.
Crowley of this county is a direct descendant of the pioneer.

"The business houses of Paragould will close at noon to­
morrow instead of Thursday, the last of the regular sU~l
mer lioli~aYs ~nd all the rural schools of t~~ count~ WI

be dis issea' in order that the people desl1~gl t~ ,0 :

rna tl H fie big llther 'ng at Walcot. ( a co IS

i) ii e ta erowl'ey home stead.)
~1!1Il : li'amo r of 6 0mmer e 'Sil\l'llr StFea

~~i.;1~r~s !J!s 01 ~h ~ eaRe :s a fi
a~ ~o e I!e Ii m

'n U
~e
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clew that would lead me to the old home of my ancestor
Jeremiah Crowley, "somewhere in Kentucky." A biographi ~
cal history written by Benjaman Cr owley ,grandson of Ben­
jaman L, came into my hands through the county clerk at
Paragould, and in this sketch, he mentioned that his grand­
father, came to Arkansas either from Henderson County,
or Webster County, Kentucky. He came there in 1819, and
was the first white settler on Crowley 's Ridge, except his
brother, Samuel Crowley, who came with him.

I went on through Tennessee, North Carolina and on to
old Virginia, where the Cr owleys settled when they first
came to America. In Amelia County I found the old will
of William Crowley (an uncle of Jeremiah), and also the
wills of Sarah, his wife, and their sons, William and John.
They came there in an early day. Sarah Crowley's will was
date? in 1749. Son ~illiam's 1783. He willed his property
to hIS brothers,. DaVId, John, Benjaman and nephew, Wm.
Crowley, and SIster, Hanney. The will was dated the 10th
day of September, 1784.

. Benja~an Crowley paid taxes on land in East Cheatham
situated Just east of the present city of Henderson, in Hen­
derson C.ounty, Kentucky. This is a part of the grant made
t? Col.. RlCh~rd Henderson, after the state had abolished the
title given him by the Indians. Benjaman Crowley Jr paid
the taxes on this land up to the year 1836 Th' '1'd'
tile-nell in the . IS an was

[!I 1lI11 name.of I. M. Me. Crowder, 125 acres in one
, 50 cacves III the other. It was near here (as told

o Ian , lie U'haerlal{e-r of Henderson Ken-
e BoH e 1:0, ~ ,

f . iN,mI : ~.I!i ley was washed up
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in a skirmish with the Indians, and that his body was
bur ied on the banks of the Ohio River under an old chest­
nut tree, Mr. Rowland expressed great surprise, and said,
that may clear up what has remained a mystery in Hen­
derson since 1927.

He said: "You will not find the grave, for the floods
washed the earth back for two hundred feet from the orig­
inal bank at the time of the great floods of 1927."

He took me t o his undertaking establishment and showed
me five or six different pictures of the coffin taken at the
time it was washed ashore. He also permitted me to copy
from the Undertaker 's Magazine, the story which he pub­
lished at the time of the finding of the body.

The article was published in this magazine, at Atlanta,
Georgia, October, 1927:

The Grew e Gives Up It s Dead
"In 1927 after the heavy rains which caused the Ohio

River to over flow its banks and much of the country was
flooded a body was washed up and disinterred by the heavy
rains of recent date by the rise of the Ohio River. It w.as
buried on the 9th. day of Oct. 1814, one hundred and thir­
teen years ago. The casket was made entirely of metal, and
hermetically sealed. It was of unusual type, but was of the
most perfe~t structure to have kept the body u~em~~l~e.~
for a hundred and thirteen years in the st~te in w uc ~ Id
did. It was in a wonderful condition, a~d If any one

ld
a f

h h d known him m life, they wou 0
been present, w 0 a . robed in a colonial out-
recognized him very easilv.. He w~~ -t ith stookie collar,
'fit entirely hand made; linen s 11 , this shirt with home
large white bow tie, buttons s:w~? on p~nts of home-spun
M'5,;Q h n th17eacl, home-rna e me;. the old fashionedJ
j~ e ~ al}s ~n ector. Pants rna e In f t. tMt

. a in, front. Gray socks on ee,
I 8 e the I ~s were r m~ ~ 11
No m • 11.; 0)).; I lrFl

R ~ Ii Yo
n Eli
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In the picture at the foot will be seen a raise in the mould­
ing to take care of the feet, and on top of that is a won­
derful rose gules (two Rose Gules , t he Crowley Crest)
moulded in the casket. Over the face, there was a face
plate about six inches around, and t hat had the pictur e
of an angel with outspread wings, and five stars, right above
the head. The roughness on the coffi n in the moulding, is
an imitation of the old fash ioned slumber robe.

"The coffin and the body weighed 620 lbs. The body was
that of a medi um sized man. The coffin was uphqlstered
in the most wonde r ful satin, which was in the most perfect
condition when opened. It took seven acetylene torches to
blow the lid off the coffin."

The finding of this coffin was published in the Monthly
Undertaker's Magazine of Atlanta, Georgia. It was also
published in many of the daily newspapers in the larger
cities, and inquiries were made by Mr. Rudy Rowland, the
undertaker of Henderson, the city where the coffin was
washed up. No one was able to give any information, as
to where a coffin of that make was made. It had not been
made in America, so the undertakers, of the large cities, in­
formed Mr. Rowland. Neither could it be found where it
~ad been shipped from Europe, although it was an Eng­
1 t! omn. "He was buried like a Prince," remarked

}q. ,m th911glit h)m te be Col. Richard Hender-
'f,n't 0 e'ng :el eG ill. their history:), of

eo i:le s n au , and the town of

•
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the body of my ance~tor, Jeremiah Crowley. It was no mys­
tery to me. Two of hIS brothers were iron moulders in Eng­
land, and the coffin was no doubt made by them, and Jere­
miah Crowley brought it to Amer ica with him, in the event
that should he die on the sea, he would be buried in a her­
met ically sealed coffin. Or, if he should meet death at the
hands of the savage Indians (which he did), he could be
saf e from having them rob his coffin.

How else could it have been, when one realizes that in
that early day there were not even an undertaking estab­
lishment in Henderson County. And such a thing as em­
balming had not been heard of at that period in Henderson
County. Yet, Jeremiah Crowley was killed by the Indians, in
1814, and the body put in the hermetically sealed coffin at
once and buried, so that it was fully preserved for one hun­
dred and thirteen years. The family crest of the Crowleys, on
the coffin, proves beyond a doubt, that it was his body.

According to the law of Heraldry in England, if a father
should have nine sons, and either of the nine brothers have
male children, the eldest son would place th~ label, or em­
blem on the difference that distinguished Ius fath~r. The
seco~d son would place the crescent upon it. The third son: .
the mullett or star, continuing the same order for as eeond
sons as he'may have. The first son, the gable; the secon

son crescent · third son, the mullett (star» ; foudrth
l.'

mart­
" . h FI ur e IS' sev­

let bird; fifth son, amulet 0; sixt .son, e* .-ei -hth son
enth son, the rose gules (gules mean;n~ ~~diul~S ~'ed line~
the cross; ninth s?n, a doub~e ~~al~th~ chief ~f the base.
runfiing: P, r llel WIth each ot her 1'0 separately and not

e ~ e' ~9uehtiY used, owever, ' .

.-l.''9l.''!l!l n n
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badge, conferred by the third son upon the seventh
w~s placed 01: the coffin with th: angel with the outsp::~
wings , watclung over and guarding the brother, so soon to
st ar t on th: long voyage to foreign lands, where the wild
savage Indians abounded. In case of sudden death at their
hands, or otherwise ,he could be safely buried, where his
body would be safe from the ghoulish Indians, who would
rob t he graves of the white settlers for their clothing, and
then scalp them. Two of the sons of "Sir" Ambrose Crow­
ley, being ironmongers, no doubt made this unusual coffin.

. . l Pi eel' of ArkansasBenjam«,n C1'0W ey, wn
C t the first home of

From . Hist ory of. Randolph ounu:;' Seat of Randolph
Benjaman Crowley m Arkansas'

t
co(W inut Ridge Count

County, Pocahontas County Sea. a
$.eat of Lavy enee County.)
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legislature and judges, all the territory lying between the
Cumberland Mountains and the Kentucky Ri ver .

The state of Virginia, annulled the deed of th is t ract
of territory which the Cherokee Indians had given to the
Transylvania Company. The state of Kentucky later gave
him 17,000 acres of land for bringing the white settlers into
Kentucky. The state of Tennessee granted to Henderson
200,000 acres for the same r eason. The land grant from
the Indians included a large portion of North Ca ro lina, Ken­
tucky and more than hal f of Tennessee. This land was gi ven
to Henderson as a reward for pioneer work.

This idea of having their coffin made prior to their de­
mise, seems to have become a fixed idea, in the minds of the
Jeremiah Crowley family. His son, John Crowley (my great­
grandfather ) bought his coffin before he died (a fact which
I was not aware of until on my recent trip). I found in the
pr.obate box, at Liberty, Clay Count y, Missouri, the re­
ceipt for the money paid for the coffin in November 1847
b J I

' ,
y 0111 Crowley. When the estate was probated there was

a ba~ance .paid and receipted for on the back of the original
receipt, given to John Crowley in November, which states
on the ~ace of same that Mr. Crowley bought the coffin for
self. ThIS was nearly two months before he died.

,MYgrandmother, Rut~ama (Crowley) Turnidge, a great­
granddaughtsr of Jeremiah Crowley 1., and a granddaugh­
ter of John Crowley, Sr., bought her entire burial outfit a
mon~h before her death. And it has been tradition in the
f~mI1Y that Polly Crowley, who was the daughter of the
a ove ~ohn Crowley, and the wife of Benjaman Munkers
was sa~d to have had her coffin made before coming across
~he plains to Oregon. She had been an invalid for some time

ave two PIctures of the coffin of Jeremiah Crowley, one
,..,~e,,::cn, t aken fr?m the water, and the other after the lid was

off, 'iW:hlCh shows the features to be in a good state
e e flO
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on the above land near Black Rock. Samuel Crowley, his
neighbor, lived over near the later town of Gainsville. Rob­
ertson often visited Crowley, his neighbor, for the purpose
of bear hunting and many a thr illing bear fight was en­
gaged in by these two brave pioneer hunters in the cane
brakes of this sect ion. It was related a score or more years
ago, by people who had every reason to know, that on one
occasion while hunting bear with Mr. Crowley, that Mr.
Robertson, after his rifle had been discharged and his long
hunting knife lost , while crawling through a dense cane
brake in search of a badl y wounded bear, ran afoul of the
animal in a deep brake. He was forced to fight the animal
single handed. Old citizens vouched for the fact that he
killed the bear with some mighty blows from his fists after
being lacerated by the beast's claws. '

"Benjaman Crowley was a man in good circumstances for
that time, and owned several valuable slaves, and a number
of fine horses brought with him from Kentucky. Among his
blooded stock w~s a noted stallion. Not getting his barns
ready the first night after arriving on the grounds he tied
~he horses's head to ,hi.s fO~'e feet, to prevent him f;om get­
l~g away or from mjurymg the other stock. During the
~~ght the wolves attacked the horse and seriously inj ured

im. The count~y at that time was a perfect wilderness with

n~~t~~~t~e~:hlt~~an in. it, with the Indians being in full
oh~,@lrR:~ llliu1f~:IN ~ region. All sort of wild animals in-

oe&, tea r.s, l1ant hers, wild cats and cata-
!aun ill nIt Thnr ~ r- and wild turkeys

s Bern a I
J; I a r.e:at present.
e rna H

a:
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Corning to Arkan sas they crossed the M' , , 'R'

, • '. ISSISSIPPI .!Vel"
at Cape Gnadeau, Missouri, and came down on the t
side of Blac~ Riv er , following the only mail route the:e~n
the state, which ran from Arkansas Post to St. Louis, mak­
ing a round t r ip every six months.

"~n th~ spr ing of 1820, he and his caravan stopped on
Spr ing RIv er near where the county line between Lawrence
and Randolph counties now runs, and planted a crop. When
the crop was plant ed and the water had fa llen, he, with his
sons, started east looking for a better place to settle. St r ik­
ing at Indian tra il running east to the Mississippi River ,
they crossed the Black River at old Davidsonville and the
Cash River about one mile above Mose Bay bridge. The
party struck the hill country or ridge a little north where
Walcott now is. When they found the large springs and
beheld the fine lands, the Senior Crowley said to his sons
who were with him, "This is good enough," and they struck
camp.

"After spending the night, the Old Man Crowley returned
to the home in Randolph County to gather the crop, but he
sent his sons and a few negros to the new district to build
houses to prepare for the coming of the family and live
stock, which followed late in the Fall. They arrived at their
new home op Christmas day. ,

"Benjaman Crowley settled on Sec. 4, Township 16
North, Range 4 East, and his son Wiley Crowley settled on
Sections 33-34, Township 17 North, Range 4 East. Thes~
Farms are now owned by Benjaman H. Crowley, son of
Samuel 8fII another son of Benjaman 1.

({Be dam~n H. Crowley settled on Sec. 31, 17, Range E~.
'\\IRe a Ell' u1(;} n IN: stands. Charles Robinson, a son III

1 n ~ a reek near Bethel. When the. ? 'O\y.;-
1 &: :fCOUll e no grIst, mill~ llJa
e~s 0 t te hm 'll W I

I; as n 1i\ nul @ an
li m iW s

li



198 THE TRAIL BLAZE RS
crank. If the meal was not fine enough to make br ead from
the first grinding, you could run it through the second time
and make good meal.

"Some of the other settl ers not having a m ill would chop
down a tree, square the top of the stump with an a dze and
cut a hole in the top like a bowl, make what they call a
pestle and with it beat their corn into a meal. It is said t hat
Benjaman Crowley, the pioneer, used raw hide trace chains.
And that one day whi le he was dragging wood down off
the hills not far from the house, a rain came up and he took
shelter under a t ree, where he had to r emain most of the
day o~ account of the downpour of the rain. Finally, when
the ram ceased, he took his mare by the bridle and sta r ted
to t~e house, thinking the slide of wood and all, were fol­
lowing. When he arrived at his wood pile and turned to
unhitc.h from the slide, there were no wood or slide in sight!
He being well versed in the behaviour of all such matters
hung hIS hames on a projecting limb of a log; put his mare
m a shed ~nd awaited results. The sun having come out
and t~e wind arose by next morning, Benjaman was not
surP::Ised. to find his slide and load of wood hitched up to
the hmb I? the woodyard. The rawhide traces had drawn
up to their proper lengeth under the warm rays of the
sun,.and brought in their cargo of back logs safely in while
Be Jaman sle.nt

•. '.<.¥~
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Virgin ia stock who penet rated the 'dark and bloody ground'
with the Long Hu nters before the days of Daniel Boone.
The Robertsons first stopped at Old Davidsonville, but later
removed to 'Crowley's Ridge' with the Edward Mattix fam­
ily, Char lie Robertson family, Wiley Crowley and wife, Lily
Capp and sister.

"Wm. Pevehouse was the first white child born on Crow­
ley's Ridge. The first county seat was named Gainsville.
Samuel Wilcockson erected the first steam grist mill on
Poplar Creek, on Crowley's Ridge.

"In 1832 t he year before Green County was established,, .
there was a Post Office at Crowley's, with Benjaman Crow-
ley, and John Crowley (his son), Post Masters. In 1826
land owned by John Nichlos was sold by the sheriff for
taxes and Cynthia Crowley purchased it. (It is stated that
Cynthia Crowley, daughter of Benjamin Crowley, pio­
neer of Green County and further states that in 1850, Cyn­
thia Lave, formerly Cynthia Crowley, sold the land to An­
thony (Trick) Hogan and March 16, 1853, he sold th~ land
to John Nichols for the sum of $412-50 cents.) BenJama.n
H. Crowley, grandson of the pioneer, in his sketch .of hIS
grandfather's life, said that Benjaman ~rowley, the pioneer,
married Miss Annie Wiley before corning to Arkansas. He
also stated that she never married after BenjamAn Crowley

died. d . t b
"The first judicial circuit and the first gran Jury~ a e

impaneled in the County was in this Court. It held Its de­
liberations under the shade of some large trees near b~.
The very rich lands and the sparkling spring water ~t this
pIa e ere ome of the inducements that caused EenJaman
ero 'le~ settle whete he did. After Judge Jo~: tt;;'
it a' ;p them in care of the en a

c gu he an aft~Ji hav.ing lo£~1i:e? hem,
ere t ll: e as S ~lR iJiu

e 1 R@ ill il10

~l:.l!'<Jit£!R,~, fie
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render of my self and men. This I decline to do, under the
present conditions ; but if your object and your purpose is
to secure peace and order by a fair enforcement of the
Civil and Cr iminal laws of the State, I will furnish you
with one hundred as good men as can be found in the State
of Arkansas.

"But the life and property must be protected, and the
a rmed invasion of this section must cease, and soldiers not
be quartered among the people in times of peace. Hostil­
ities will be suspended unt il you make reply to this com­
munication, which is borne to you by two respectable and
reliable citizens, who are authorized to act for me in the
matter.

B. H. Crowley
Commanding Officer.

"Very Respectfull y
Head quarters Green Co. Guards

Dec. 2, 1868

General Benjamin H. Crowley was the son of Samuel
Crowley and Sally (Hutchins) Crowley. Gen. B. H. Crowley
was born on Crowley's ridge, October 28, 1836. He was the
grandson of Benjaman Crowley, the pioneer .of Ar~ans~s~
The following offices were filled by General Clowle.y. Legis
lature senator delegate to Consolidated ConventIOn, Scot­
tish Rite Mas~ns Lieutenant of Company D, Arkans~slInf-

. ' f G . . Conway Coloma 0fantry by appomtment 0 overnor , J
' G . . Garland and ones;Militia by appointment of overnors . t t of

d Offi t Little Rock by appom men
Receiver of Lan ce a . rnment lands at
President Cleveland, and appra~ersof.:~vesecretary of In­
Hot Springs, Arkansas, by Ho e mi ,

te1!ior. 1< true and staunch tniends
he 11 S lIa -e always neen -'Ii rl1 t

·:'M~~ aclyJsed obedience to law an", }{e~p.e.c

a e u t,i: at)llll,n ~imeS1 iWlWn,
e ang @).il if

~ a ~ e
I
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"Samuel Crowley, son of Benjaman 1. married Sally

Hutchins in 1832. Her parents came from Tennessee. Ben­
jamin H. Crowley, son of Samuel Crowley, after spending
several years in Green County removed to Scott County,
where he had previously lived wi th his mother. On the 10th
of May ]858, he married Miss Elizabeth J. Crowley, his
cousin, and a da ughter of Wiley Crowley . When the War
broke out he left home and friends and the peaceful pur­
suits of farming to enlist in the Confederate service. He
was in near ly all the battles of importance that were fought
in the South, and was soon promoted to the rank of Lieu­
tenant, and later made Captain of Company H 19, Infantry.
At the close of the War he was commanding a company of
cavalry. He was captured in Scott County after the fall of
Little Rock and was in confinement at various places for
fifteen months.

The Canons hushed! nor drum, nor clarion sound;
Horseman and horse lie weltering in their gore;
Patriots are dead, and heroes dare no more. ,
While solemnly the moonlight shrouds the plane
And lights the lurid features of the slain!"
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family's possession for several years" and with this, his
lands amounted to about 4,000 acres, in Green Count y. At
the close of the war General Crowley return:d to Green
County and engaged in teaching school, reading law, and

ding his ruined fortunes. He was a successful lawyer ,
:,:~ticing both in the state and ,f,ederal courts with great
distinction among t he civil and military offices,

In 1880, his wife died, leaving a fami ly of six children :
Victoria wife of Dr. Sibert of Green County; Cynt hia H.,
wife of E. R. Page, of Crowley Township; Lucial} G. Crowley
(now a resident of Nevada, Missouri) ; Benjaman H. Crow­
ley, who married Miss R. L. Fielder, June, 1881.. They had
two children : Thomas G., deceased, and Sally Alice.

The Crowley, Robert son , Scaggs and Capps, and Mattox
(Mattix ) families, came in a colony, from Kentucky. Henery
and Steven were the sons of J ames Scaggs. He was born in
Virginia, 1732, and was a brother to Henery Scaggs, who led
the long hunters into Kentucky, five or six years before
Daniel Boone ever set his foot in Kentucky.

Captain John Mattox fell at the same time as Major Chro-
nichle. The Mattox family lived a few miles below Arm­
strong's Ford, on the South Fork of North Carolina, at the

~'1;. ·•••~llill sQ ' old place. There were three brothers, John, Charles
d llII;G neil \:1g~ters SSJ}1 a Barbara. John and

t hi iWlli s, ~a W:ll"S a Tory. All
I e 6 I 'Jl ' ~puntain . John,

I!l~ in the back
(!) girl and

:Ii ur.-
I
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Count y, July 2, 1828, His brother, William, was the first
child born on Crowley's Ridge. He was born April 7, 1826.
He was the fou r t h child of Abraham Pevehouse, who came
to Arkansas in an early day. The Crowleys spent one year
on "Black River," Randolph County, before coming to Crow­
ley's Ridge. The pat ernal grand-parents of Benjaman Crow­
ley were of Virginia (born in England), and came from Ire­
land to America; went from Virginia to South Carolina,
thence to Georgia and back to Kentucky. The parents of
Wiley and Wm. Pevehouse died about 1835, and from that
t ime t hey made their home with their grandfather, Benja­
man Crowley 1.

When about 20 years of age, Wiley entered land and in
the spring>of 1861 he sold out. Mr s. P~vehouse (d~ught~r

of Benjaman Crowley I), and the children, remained m
Randolph County until the Crowleys located the new ,home
on Crowley's Ridge. Wiley Crowley went back to Davidson­
ville to bring the others. Lawrence Thompson settled later
near the present Brookland.

Children of Wm. and Sally (Scaggs) Robertson: Charles
Robertson married Peggie Crowley; Mary, daughter of
Peggy m~rried Hendricks. Had two children, one by Hen­
dricks' and one by Osborn (her second husband). MThanerhva

d
,

. ied Norton. ey asecond daughter of Peggy, mal r

children. . P married John Mc-
After Charlie Robertson died, eggy. dr Shug

d hter marrIed An lew ,
Daniel. Annie, youngest. au~ , Annie had thnee sons,
ho in Bamburg, Bavana, a arm~rd' Elsie Gal~eI;t da9gJi-

Il ' 1\;11 nll ~ileM ;Johl!> marne ' iocon
~ lEt ~ a: a lilfOl:d Qal~er.t . Joh 1!nd ~ n :fr
lue ~,. ~ "''T~'" n lUl~ 8:Fl.4-so

I ~ 0 e I~O 1 it;'!., '" , i:)
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<rave him the sheriff's name and he wrote to him and located
his people through him. He wrote to his people in Green
County and visited them. He died soon after.

Molly (a twin) married Joe Norton, then Mr. Brock.
James Nathon married Louisa Ellen Leath. They had two
children, Sally and Jack. Sally married Richardson.
He died and she married Needham. John B. Married
Bettie Leadbet ter and then later Nelly Spain. They had one
child by first marriage and three by second.

Thomas, son of Peggy, was born 1839 (no record). Mary
Robertson, called Polly, was born 1841, and married J oe
Nixon, brother of Sally's husband. They had four children.
Rose Robertson (brother-in-law of Peggy) and old Benja­
man were great friends.

Edward Mattix II, who married Charity Robertson, moved
to Crowley's Ridge, about five miles from the later Greens­
boro, with the Crowley and Pevehouse families. Some time
after settling at Crowley's Ridge, Clifton Mattix married
Missouri Crowley, daughter of Benjaman Crowley 1. Samuel
Crowley (son of Benjaman) I, married Sarah Lamb, daugh­
ter of John Lamb. His second wife was Sally Hutchins.

Clifton Mattix, who married Missouri (Puss) Crowley,
was the son of Charity Robertson and Edward Mattix. They

alL !Ile, child named Lora. Missouri died when the child was
un mhe ;Qither died soon after his wife's death, and the
'1 lili olin. MisSQUl" ie.d·n 8.66, j ust after the Civil
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George W. and wife died during the Civil War. He was
killed in a battle.

The children of Peggy Robertson were: James, born Feb­
ruary 25, 1827 ; George, born October 27, 1828; Sally Nixon,
December 20, 1832 ; Benjaman, born June, 1830; Thomas,
June 16, 1839 ; Mary and Polly, J anuary 5, 1841; Minerva,
March 4, 1843. Minerva's second husband was Rubin Gowers.
Fi rst husband was Nixon.

.
Benjam!n Crowley I was born 1758, died 1842. He mar-

r ied Miss Alice Wiley in Kentucky. Wiley Crowley (his son)
married Lucy Capps. Their children were: John, William,
Elizabeth Jane, Cynthia, and Samuel Jefferson.

Samuel Jefferson Crowley was born 1845, died September
20, 1882. His wife, Nancy Jane Crowley, born July 4, 1848,
died September, 1889. Their children: William Thomas,
Wiley Jasper, John Lewis, James Benjaman, Lucy Virginia,

and Sarah Jane.
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spected citizen of Green County. For many years he was a
successful fanner. He retired from farming some few years
ago and has since that time been actively engaged in the
civic affairs of the city of Parragould, where he is now re-
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The Mattix, Robert son and Crowley reunion is held each
year at Water Valley, on Eleven Points River, at Mr. Joe
Blansetts farm, the old Mattix Bond Homestead , on Satur­
day and Sunday, June 4 and 5.

The first term of court ever convened in Green County
•

was held in the home of Benj amj n Crowley, the pioneer, and
was presided over by Judge John T. Jones of the Third
District.

William T. Crowley, guardian for the following heirs:
Agnes B. Zook, Benjaman H. Zook and Ralph Zook, minor
heirs of Cynthia H. Zook, and L. Grace Zook, Victoria Si­
bert, Paralee Nancy Wood, Belle Crowley, Benjamin H.
Crowley Jr. and Sarah A. Crowley.

Benjam;'n H. Crowley J1'. departed this life, intes~ate, i.n
Green Count y, Arkansas, on March 25, 1913, leavmg hIS
surviving and only heir at law, Victory Sibert, residing at
Kissine, Florida.

Paralee Nancy Wood and L. G. Crowley were defendants
herein, also Belle Crowley, B. H. Crowley Jr. ~nd Sarah
Crowley , all of Parragould, Arkansas, and the hen's of Cyn-

thia H. Zook. d 'ted
Cynthia H. Zook, formerly Cynthia H. Crowley, eP: I 7

this life intestate in Green County, Arkansas ,on My ,
1908 leaving as her sale and only heirs at law the abo;e

'd hild n L Crace Zook 19 years of age; Agnes .name eIre. . ,
Zook, 15; Benjam,n H. Jr., 11; Ralph W., 5.

. . t the immigration
The factor most largely entermg mo. C '

ldi .' land bounties. ongress
from 1817-1825 was the so lletl. s d of the War of 1812

ldier f the Revo u Ion angave the so ier s 0 Th blic land wave began
a preference in the free lanfds. .e P1

u
840 In the third and

. h t d its orce in .
111 1819, and ex aus e fir t in 1815-1819.
fourth wave the farmer came 1s ,

rst p'teachers among the Bapbi.sts " as J~
ld services it! the n~ll1inelT
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~tl t t before Arkansas Territory was organized in 1819.

ie s a e I d I h t .
H· f ther came in 1815 and set t e III w a IS now Ran-

IS a f hi b 'It .d I h County. The first house 0 wors ip UI III Lit t le
Rock was built by the Primit ive Baptist. It was erected in
1825.

In 1828 two or t hree devout Baptist women living in
Lawrence County, Kentucky, wrote to Rev. David Orr of
MisSOUI'i asking him to come and preach for them. He re­
sponded and soon organized a church called Spring River ,
and baptized 11 persons into this fellowship. This was the
first Primit ive Baptist Church in North Arkansas. Little
Rock Baptist Association was organized in 1825, on Novem­
ber 18. The first Baptist Association of Arkansas was
formed at the old State House. Rev. Silas Toncray, presid­
ing, with Major Watkins, clerk. The churches present were
Little Rock, Salem and Pecannerie. The association was
called "Little Rock Association of Regular Baptists."

Wiley Crowley, son of Benjamin Crowly I., married Lucy
Capps. To this union was born five children: John, Cyn­
thia, William, Jane .and Samuel Jefferson.

Samuel Jefferson Crowley was born September 26, 1846,
and married Nancy Jane Sutfin in 1866. To this union six
cffiUI't n were born: William T., Wil :y J. and John Lewis,

me . min, Lucy V. ana s: ali iIane.
'lham ma: @w,le a'S n ~us 28 lJ~68, and

i-"II 89@ mis union
n IDaifiel,

I
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Gramling. To this uni on was born five children: Estes,
Carlos, Agnes, J eff. and J oe.

Sa rah Jane Crowley was born March 8, 1882, and mar­
r ied Welch Turpin. To this union was born four children:
Una , Thelma, Lucian, and Ruby.

Abraham Pevehouse married Polly Crowley about 1824.
To this union was born t wo sons: William (first white
ch ild born on Crowley's Ridge), born April 7, 1826. Wiley
Pevehouse was born July 2, 1828, and died December 2,

1900. . .
Wiley P evehouse married Margaret Capps. To this umon

was born two daughters: Sarah, and Cynthia Ann",He t~ok

for his second wife Miss F rancis Bowman. To this un.lOn
was born four children : William, Lucy, John, Mary Eliza­
beth. He took for his third wife Mrs. Sarah Cooper (no

issue) . . T thi . as
Sarah Pevehouse married Tom Harris. 0 us umon w

born one child, Cynthia. . T
C nthia Ann Pevehouse married Dr. J. G. Mckenzie..0

thi/union was born 10 children: Wiley Alexandellr, JResbsle
R . Q John Mone u y,Odel, James, Margaret, ogel, , '

Pearl, and Minnie. . .ed Lounette Light. To this
William W. Peve~ouse ~la~\ Fannie, Lucy, Victoria,

union was born: Alice, EaI, 1 ey,

and Eddith. '. e A Gramling. To this
Lucy Pevehouse marrhl~ldd GeoI~laud'ie John Lilly, and

union was born four c I ren: , ,

Cynthia. . a oung man.
John Pevehouse died when Y. d Samuel B. Furgerson.
Marv Elizabeth Pevehouse marl'ie

>!--. lfild mas born, Isaac.
o t1t 'S union ne tlo f B ~ am:

troID.li11t bro ner o
II; tlount.y, l(j n~ Ry

~ 8 di ff n , ill
all! ir e



210 THE TRAIL BLAZE RS
William Decature, born October 11, 1832. Married On

April 15, 1858. .
Thomas M., born June 17, 1836. Marned on Decem ber

7, 1865. .
Edmund Garrett, born August 31, 1838. Marr-ied on Oc­

tober 17, 1860.
Benjamin Franklin, born J uly 16, 1841. Married on De­

cember 25, 1868.
Isaih, born April 19, 1845. (He served in the Confederate

Army).
Mary Ann, born October 7, 1847. Married on May 19,

1864.
Henery Baskum, born October 4, 1850. Married on March

9, 1876.
Virginia G., born May 6, 1856.

Thomas and Edmund Garrett married sisters named
Johnson. Garrett's first wife was Virgie Johnson. His sec­
ond wife was Susan Minton. Thomas married Abagail
Johnson.

(Polly)
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Mary Henrietta Crowley, born April 30, 1888, Webster

County, Kentucky.
Deaths:

Thomas Euin Crowley, died March 9, 1890.
Ellen Beatrice Crowley, died July 21, 1887.
Mary Hen/rietta Crowley, died November 6, 1888.
Thomas Euin, J r . Crowley, died December 2, 1899.'

Thomas Euin Crowley, Sr. and Sarah Crowley were mar-
ried March 26, 1879 in McClain County, Kentucky.

Martha. Jane C?'owley (daughter of Edmund
Jackson Crowley )

Married L. B. Allen. She was born in 1862. Her husband
was born in 1860. Their children:

Betha, Wm. Edmund, Vilas Harrison, Mona Frank, Ray,
Letitia, Pearl. Two dead.

Betha Allen, married -E-u-g-e-ne-Melton, May 8, 1901. She
was born January 8, 1882. Husband, born. . .. .

Children of Betha Melton and L. Banks ~llen:

M tl Allyn born February 10, 1902. (Single}.
yr e, 903 M .ed MeltonCleva Gannita, born November 20, 1 . arri

Gentry, 1923. No children.

---f-M- rtha Jane Crowley, and
Vilas Harrison Allen (SO; ~889 :nd married Mary Ethel

L. B. Allen), born March 2
S
' h was born April 18, 1893.

Garrad December 7, 1910. e

Their children: b 8 1911
Willie lEd..wao , bOl;no,,No m;~ i913 .
J,am Rabe ~orn J.anuary , .
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Hallie, born December 9, 1878.
Thomas Allen, born December 27, 1880.
Hamilton Linton, born Septem ber 10, 1882.
Alma, born July 25, 1884.
John Calvin, born December 11, 1886. Died August 21,

1924.
Henery, Jr., born November 23, 1888.
Hurley Garrett, born February 23, 1894.
Samuel Ford, born September 12, 1898.
Henery Baskum Crowley died October 21, 1930.
Pearl Allen (niece, who Jived with the Crowleys) , born

January 20, 1900.

Grandchildren of H en,ry B. Crowley
Hamilton Linden married Alice Cracson, October, 1909.

Their children:
Forest Franklin, born February 19, 1910.
Dorothea Hazel, born February 10, 1912.
Mary Ellen, born January 24, 1914.
Fred Gracon, born Apri127, 1916.
Hallie, born August 18, 1920.
Henery Crowley, Jr. married Myrtle Clark, 1911. Their

~"';;'''<i!dl:iqgrell :
3:11
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BenjamP.n Franklin Crowley was born July 15, 184l.

Mar r ied TeJitha Wood. Their children:
Wm. H. Crowley, born January 9, 1870.
Cornelius Crowley, born September 12, 187l.
Isaih II. Crowley, born June 2, 1873. Died June 12, 1873.
Rufus F., born July 6, 1874.
Ella May, born April 6, 1877.

Family of Alma ( Crowley ) Overfield , daughter of
Henery Crowley

Alma Crowley, born 1884. Married Edward Overfield,
1901. Their children :

Wanda Hazel, born 1904. J ohn J. , born 1906. Wanda mar­
ried Arnold Webster 1923. Two children: Arnold, Jr. and
John Robert.

John J. Overfield married Gene Hulin. They had one child,
Mariland Gene.

Heneretta Crowley .and Benjamin were great aunt and
uncle to Wm, Crowley, who married Nancy Ann Ogslby.

He died in 1878.

Family of Francis Marion Crowley (Son of Decatwre). d
Francis Marion Crowley, born February 8, 1859,Mmarr~e6

. Th b 1880 She was born ay ,
Hester Pauhne orn urg, M 27 1885'
1863. Their children were: Adin Clay, bo~n ay , b '
Alvis Durard bo n February 4, 1888; JeSSie Ho~t;n~~92 orn
J ly 27, 1890'; M-arion Harrison, born February, .

F,iLmil!!J of edmund Jac.kson Crowley
~~*~rtm ';;U'acl;.,,:wle ma red Zora tShug) Flo.;,d.

n ified sin ): ; M.
n l.:}l:em J5n : 51

1
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Squire Green Crowley
(See E arly History of Idaho, by Hawley)

Squire Green Crowley, son of Benjaman H. Crowley and
Hener/etta (Rit a ) Me. Clendon Crowley. (The father came

. to Kentucky ~bout 1835) . He was born in 1814. His father
was Benjaman Crowley, born in Virginia. Benjamin H.
Crowley and his wife, were the parents of fourteen chil­
dren, seven boys and seven girls, all of whom are dead ex-,
cept Henerjet ta (Rita), wife of James A. Crowley, who
died at the old home in Webster County, Kentucky, in
ea rly life. .

Benjam;tn H. Crowley followed farming throughout his
remaining days. He died in 1873, his wife survived him for
30 years. Squire Green Crowley remained with his father on
the old home place, until the latter died. Then, owing to poor
health he made his way to Montana and in the fall of the
same year, 1874, he went to Utah, where he attended high
school at Ogden. He afterward taught school there for
12 years, during the winter, and did all kinds of work dur­
ing the summer months.

In 1886, he removed to Bonnieville, Idaho, and located
on a homestead of 160 acres, eight miles northeast o~ Idaho
Falls. The Indians helped him to build his house, wh~ch was
made of rock (at that time this was a p~rt of Bingham
County). He improved his land in a splendid way, and con­
tinued to live there for 16 years until 1872, .when he took
UD his reside G in Idaho Falls, and leased hIS ranch from

h' ch m~ de iy.ed.~ g.ao iticQme. He later sold the property.
W: J.. G lil Me f: us uplic offices. In 1896~18.96

M n i :au he was elected Jltlsb ce of;
~,<;~h.e~ se e n B 11 tl! f Oil !I!0 Yo I

Q a tj GumBe'ntl .
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February 23, 1867; Morrison B., born January 7, 1869 ;
Emar A., born January 20, 1871; Va lter Lee, born Au gust
23, 1873; Nora C., born October 27, 1875 ; Dora Ellen , born
October 25, 1878; Cora May and Carl Luke, born July 12,
1881; Effie Dean, born September 20, 1883.

Valter Lee ma rried Claudia Melton. Their children: Stella
Catherine, Seton Nor r is, Roscoe and Lu cile, both dead.

Carl Luke Crowley, born July 12, 1881, married Georgia
Minor, born March 7, 1888. Children: George Bethel, born
September 21, 1907 ; Amon F ern, born July 11, 1910; Emer­
son Lee, born Februa ry 16, 1912; Ray Luke, born June
15, 1912. .- -,-----,::--

Mat. Crowley, Benjamin H. Crowley (of Webster County,
Kentucky) and Jeremiah Crowley of same county, were
brothers.
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to Tennessee in the mission work. On his return he took up
the profession of teaching, which he followed from 1900­
1908, being principal of the schools at Iona , throughout that
entire period. He developed the school system from a com­
mon mixed school to a graded school with five assistant
teachers and his cont r ibut ion to the educat ional progress of
the region was most valuable and ma rked. He also farmed
through the summer season and assisted in building canals,
which have done so much for the development of the region.
He was elected to the position of collector and assessor for
Bingham County in which capacity he served from 1909­
1910.

In the meantime he began r eading law, under the direc­
tion of local attorneys and devoted his leisure time to the
mastery of Kent , Blackstone and other commentaries from
1905 until 1911, when he was admitted to the bar. He has
since been engaged in active practice.

On the seventh day of August, 1901, Mr. Crowley mar­
ried Mary E . Olmstead, and to them have been born eight
children. Mr. Crowley is a Republican and was a candidate
for .t he office of District Judge, but was defeated by Judge
GWIll. He was sent as representative from his county to the
legisl;;l,ture at Boise, Idaho, in the year -_

iMid eligious ta:it h is of the L. I!) S. and he is one of the
ru 0 tite l 46tih uesum of \fO

a S Fee GF0wley, was mar-
u 0 a a g'Jiter

t a I m eJ1d
•00: ""'-""'"
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France for nine months, and who is a resident of Firth Id, a.

C1'owleys of Webster County, Kent1wky

(From Records Submitted by C. E. Crowley,
of Idaho Falls, Idaho)

James Alexander Crowley, born March 13, 1838, died
November 11 , 1924, Slaughtersville, Kentucky.

Celestia F lorence Crowley, born 1866, died winter of
1904, Henderson County.

Emily Dor a (Crowley) Brans, born about 1868, died in
Kentucky, 1901.

Almira Crowley, born August 18, 1868, Slaughtersville,
died March 11 , 1900.

Martha Ann Crowley, born 8-1891, Slaughtersville, died
31-5-1915.

Sallie Crowley, born 1-9-1873, Slaughtersville, died 5-

1-1899.
Maggie Othella Crowley, born 7-8-1883, McLane County,

Kentucky, died 2-2-1901.
Edmund Brans, born 1868, Webster County, Kentucky,

died about 1888.
James Alfred Brans, born 10-9-1888, Henderson County,

Kentucky, died 9-2-1924. . .
Albert Brans, born 16-8-1879, Slaughtersville- died 7-

10-1909.
Tobias Brans, born about 1870, Webster County, Ken-

tucky died about 1905. .
Alf~ed An,drew Jackson Brans, born 1838, Manon Coun-

ty, Kentucky, di~d 13-;1-1913. d 15-10-1868, died 8-
Gel) ge h'lllgto n:on~ba, born

27- Of
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This land is in sec. where t he land of Samuel Crowley 1.
and Wm. Crowley was located. Elizabeth L. Crowley, wife
of G. W. Crowley, relinquishes her dower right in said land,
Signed by G. W. Crowley and Elizabeth Crowley.

Copied From the Old Tombstones in th e Family BurYing
Grounds in Webstm' County, Form erlsj Henderson

(By the Author)

Cornelius Crowley, born November 12, 1800, died 1871.
Son of Benjam an F . Crowley, born June 22, 1873, died
July 2, 1873.

Edmund Crowley, died June 17, 1861, aged 52.
Isaih D. Crowley, born April 12, 1845, died April 28,

1865.

Old Benjaman Crowley Cemetery, H enderson County
(Now W ebste1' County)

Benjaman H. Crowley, born May 1, 1814, died Decem­
ber 16, 1873.

"The pains of death are past, Labor and sor row cease,
At last his soul is found in Peace."

Son of B. H. Crowley, born November 21, 1841 died
May 1, 1869. '

John E., son of B. H. Crowley, born April 8, 1841, died
November 26, 1869.

Heneretta, wife of Benjaman Crowley born April 4
[;81 ,die.d August 4, 1903. ' ,

r.ah Llizon, Ii>aughter of Benjaman Crowley, born
8 3 d De~e.m1!ler 8, .1869.
~~ M . E 3'B H/lo!MiiiWt~u~t'~#..£il,~:4.",.,~

leM,
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" 1st . I will my soul to God that gave it, and my body

to be decently buried.
"2. I want all my debts justly paid of them that lowe.
"3. E xe. my wife if she should be (or is) the longest liver,

I want her to keep and enjoy all of the balance of my per­
sonal pr opert y if there is any after my debts are paid, so
long as she lives & further more, I want her own property
which was hers before I married her, to be in her own
cont rol and t o do with as she chooses.

"4. I give and bequeath to Alvis Crowley, my grand son,
all my property which will be left, after my debts are all
paid, after all the f oregoing, request is f U,Hilled and he tak­
ing care of us both so long as we both live. I hereby sub­
scribe my name and affix my Seal.

Prior Crowley."
"Benjaman Crowley in 1873 wills his property to. his wife

Heneretta, and the following heirs. Childr,en to WIt:
Sarah O. Lyon, Wm. P. Crowley, Evert~n~ Brandes, Ed­

mund W. Crowley, Heneretta Crowley (~hlS IS the only one
of the children living May 10, 1934): ElIz~ J. SU'tt07, Mg~
lin L. Berry, James H. Crowley, Squire .Gleen Crow e~ lls
came to Utah in an early day, a~d dIed, at Idaho N: h~
Idaho, leaving a large family), E~lIY J. C~?wley and p

ew Wm Cr'owley.- E xecuted April, 1873., 't to
. ill II hIS propel y"Will of Esquire Crowley: He WI s a h I' and

1 long as selves
his beloved wife, Sarah. Crow ey, I~: Crowley. He to pay all
at her death to go to then' son, Ro Alex Crowley, Mowery
just debts and .funeral expen;e~iwell Crowley 200 dollars
Eastman, Charhe Crow~ey an the home place and take care
each. Rolla Crowley to hV~ on H points his beloved wife,
of li4s other dur~ng her hfed 7~:.Pday of Jan. 1897.'
S a 15 I've WIth out bon. fil d 1911. ChaIde''''',·tf~vfivw

I 0'f G Crowle.y was e }1' j. leG
~~ ]I 117;., I all 'tli IS
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other wills I may of made. I want enough of my property
sold to pay my just debts, and the balance I give to my be­
loved wife, Lockey, except my Mares Colt, I give it to m y
grand son, Wm. Lee Kelly. I do cons t it ute and apt. David
Jackson Exe. of this my last will and t estament 4 day of
May, 1880. his

Henery X Crowley
mark"

Crowteus of Long Creek , Oregon
Charles Crowley was born in Baltimore, Maryland, De­

cember 14, 1836. He is supposedly a descendant of the
Crowleys of Hend erson and Webster Counties, Kentucky.
Nothing is known definitely of his parents, who evidently
died when Char les was quite young. He had a twin brother,
named William, whom he had not heard from for many
years. There were also two nieces.

Charles Crowley came to Oregon with an emigrant train
when he was about 17 years of age. It was in the year of
1859. He settled in Lane County, Oregon, near where the
town of Creswell is and later moved west of Eugene, Ore­
gon. It was the:e he met and married Mary Elmira Conger,
w~o was born 111 the state of Iowa, March, 1846. He came
WIth his family to Long Creek, Grant County Oregon about
1862 ' ,•

hg es Cl!owley and his wife were the parents of the
11 I I1an.en :
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Deaihe

Ma ry Elizabet h died March 2, 1885, near Eugene Ore­
gon ; John Charles died June 19, 1925; Geo. W. died August
11, 1882; Ida May died January 30, 1897 ; Sarah Delilah
died January 7, 1918 ; Alvil Burton died August 27, 1912,
at Long Creek, Oregon ; Thomas Franklin died February
12, 1931.

Marriages
Minnie Ellen Crowley married James A. Sterrit, June

17, 1887. Second husband, Wm. Davis. She lives in Seattle,
Washington. Has one child, William Davis. Two children
by Sterrit: Grace and James.

William Crowley married Florence Harriman, October
17, 1902. Their children: Byran A., born May 29, 1903;
Lilah L., born September 7, 1904, died December 24, 1926;
Emery, born October 15, 1907.

Eva Lee Crowley married George W. Baldwin, May 18,
1893. Their children: IC~rl Baldwin, born February 14,
1897; Beatrice, born, April 4, 1898.

Robert Clinton Crowley married Amanda Weissenfluh,
J 29 1910 Their children: Fern V., born September 1~,
1~~;; E'dra Lila, born July 10, 1916; Oral Elsie, born April
6, 1921; Chloris R., born December 3, 1923.

. d Grace Osborn 1920. Children :
Thomas Crowley marne '

Ina and Frank. . d E lyn Hamilton. No children.
~nUll G:r.o ley marrie V~f Minnie.) mar1!ied ;Hugh

e 1;1; tl ~dalf.EP.;te Q

11 F B.
j;;';w~
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Descendants of B erry Croioleu I .

B -rv Crowley was the son of Jerem ia h (Jeffie) Crowleyell. , d
nd Effie Crowley. BerryCrowley mar ne a woman named
~ ibson. They raised a large fami ly, a ll of whom lived in
Kentucky an d many of their descenda nts a re st ill living
in Whitely County and in Barbervill e, Williamsbu rg,
Middlesboro and Preachersville, Kentucky. BelTY I. had a
son William (Uncle Bill), born in Powell Valley, Tennes­
see,' just across the line from J ellico, Kentucky, where Ber­
ry 1. and his brother, J ohn Crowley, and six other m en and
their families camped the fi rst night on their way to Mis­
souri the summer of 1819.

They star ted out f rom Powell Valley, Tennessee. Berry
Crowley became ill and was unable to continue on the jour­
ney. He remained at Lot, Kentucky, that winter, both he
and his son, "Uncle Bill" Crowley. During the winter Wil­
liam married. Berry entered land that spring, and acquired
more land, until he owned a large tract that extended from
Jellico to Lot, Kentucky. He decided he had more land than
he needed and he traded many acres for a jacket made of
the skins of animals, and a cow bell. The land eventually
was worth thousands of dollars. W()';~i'l;().,.,

Berry Crowley was fond of horse racing and a lover of
horses. He liked his dram, too. He was said to have been
very witty. He had a strong sense of humor. He was one
o,1; ±He wealthiest men of that time in Whitely County, Ken­

c:R: • HE:. served in the Revolu,tionary War. Before he died
~~ sil Uta hi's body: be :l5M . i!l in 8lN3) e r.r wn out of

3It; e e s i M'iO h:l l!l in lObbled by
e 131 Ii W,i day

I l' ID 'ta
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In 1864 he sold land in Knox County, Kentucky, to William
Lay of Campbell County, Tennessee. The trade for the land
was made fo r land on Little Poplar Creek. He also traded
for land at J acksboro, Campbell County, from C. H. Camp­
bell Company. Berry Crowley I. sold land in Powell's Valley,
Campbell Count y, t o Gibson (his wife was a Gibson), pos­
sibly a r elative of hi s wife. This was in 1884. Berry Crow­
ley 1. had a son, Ri char d Cobb Casw~ll ~rowley , who mar­
ried Emily Bennett. Phoeba Hamblm IS ,the granddaugh­
t el' of Caswell Crowley. Hi s daughter, Lotti e, mar n ed Jessie
Hamblin. They had the following children : Mary, Martha,
John Bruce Phoeba, Melvina.

Mary m;lTied Wm. Lawson. She died on Mud Creek
about 1810 in the state of Kentucky neal' ~ot . ,

Martha married Wm. Bennett and died near Lot, on
Golden Creek, 1828. Her husband died at the same place

just prior to her death. . , 'Rockhold
John married Sarah Bennett, both living III ,

Kentucky., L bdi They were married Sep-
Ph b arried James am m,

oe am ollowing children : Dora, born
tember 19, 1878, and had the f b 30 1889' John
March 29, 1884; J essie, bor~ D~~~~ S:Pte~ber 19: 1890;
Arch, born May 29, 1889; Cralge

th
Clara born September

Mary, born April 25, 1893; ~;:. ~ottie, b'orn February 24,
7 1895' Ida, born June 3, 1 'A t 18 1904.

" ( . ) born ugus ,1901; Joe and Susie twms ,

--h-n-A-rch died August 16, 1889,
Craig died May 4, 1920, Jo ' died November 21, 1904.

Mary died November, 1896, Susie L mbdin married John
I?hoeba, after the death of ~;~e~e ~ied Ja~uary 5, 1~29.

B Whitml,l.l1, September 4, 1 .d government penSlOJI
. Mea 'n he Civil War and rew

. dill ns rT" dw;ell. He <lied ana .1~1.41 n
rde 0 'J. J. I ' Ill.

ti el, Leo a a . (;J ena
0a _ h i

~ ,
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TI had two children, Eva and Geraldine.
M:;[ha C. married Dr. J ohn Siler . Their children : Hor­

ace (deceased), Glena (deceased) , Clarence, Phoeba, Orin
and Clyde.

Ida married Morgan Partin. No children. Lottie married
Andie Brim, two children, Viola and Homer. Joe (Susie's
twin) married Zena Leach, th ree children, Craig, J ohn
and James.

Dora Tidwell married second time Wm. Jones, and had
children: Craig, Clara, Alice, Dewey, Glen (deceased),
Arthur (deceased), and Geraldine.

Jessie Ham blin, father of Mrs. Phoeba Whitman, was in
the 26th Infantry of Kentucky. He died 1922. Lottie (Crow­
ley) Whitman was born September 7, 1839. Her husband
served in Company C, 143rd Pennsylvania Infantry.

J ames Crowley, son of Berry Crowley II., married Lu­
cinda Vanderpool. They live at Preachersville, Kentucky.
He is a minister and has a son, John Crowley, of Middles­
boro, who is also a minister.

Little Berry Crowley (Croley) IlL, married Fannie
Jones of Kentucky. They had three daughters: Elizabeth,
'l1helma and Amanda Marie. Elizabeth married Dr. J. F.

:£"i~~~a ~U of Knoxville, Kentucky. She was born in 1906.
fi~eii 'FIlla! ried Dulaney Lee. She a;s o Ql1I1 in 1908. They

t S'I. n N ¥'or . Antal a l;ie R :Ji9 O•.mar -
a Ii! 'R ~Ill~ 'st: 0~ IJ Ye. ow

R U S m y
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Richard Eldon (called Dudley) married Laura Wilson,

had six children, three boys and three girls.
Jim Wilbu rn, married twice, Essie Lawson, one child,

Kenwood ; second wife, Edna Collins, one son, named Pat.
Robert White Crowley married Bessie Bird (granddaugh­

te r of Uncle Bill Crowley), they have two children, Ralph
Waldo and Dorr is Louise.

Bertha marr ied Isaac Siler. They have three children,
Robert (Bob) , J oseph Hubert and Mildred.

Verdia (single) .
Eva married Oral Fredericks. They have three children:

Dallas, Kelly and J ohn. .
Edward married Nannie Hamlin. They have four chil­

dren: Isaac Sylvester, Bertha (Babe), Roy and Jim.

Dr. L. B. Crowley of Williamsburg, Kentucky, and John
Crowley of Middlesboro, Kentucky, are brothers, sons of
James Crowley of Preachersville, Kentucky. He was the"so~

C I II and Winnie Crowley. Berry II . hve
of Berry rowey . 90 d hi wife lived
to be 100 years of age, died about 18 ,an IS

to be 103 years of age. . b ther of
Andy Crowley of Barbervil~e, Kentucky, IS a 1'0

James Crowley of preache~sv;lle( f this issue) was called
Dr. L. B. Croley (Crowey a who settled near Jelli-

Little Berry. He had three ~rt~:~rswent to Crock County,
co, Kentucky. Later two a 's reat_great-grandfather was
Missouri Dr Berry Crowley g . h (Jeffie) anti. . H the son of JeremIa
B~W Cl1flwley 1. e ~as t born in i reland. Dr. E.

ffile~~ Ie , of EnglIsh paren age, WijijmY TlI<l1d Bill
~ I 's e8i -glm!nd 08.thet: as all e tt.~':tC;
Mil ei iii t ll 0 r,. • e;

u M
il

s en
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Phoeba (Crowley) Smith, is a we ll-known and highly es­
teemed citizen and physician of Williamsburg, Kentucky
a descendant of Berry Crowley 1. His grandfat her was"Cas;
Crowley, who married Emily Bennett .

Dr. Josiah Crowley and his wife are the parents of four
children: Emma D., married Henery Manning ; Vada , mar-
ried Mr. Turbyville ; Mary, married F oley ; Lulu,
married Manning.

Sim Powers married Lu cinda Crowley. They were the
parents of Kate Powers. Parents bot h dead. The father was
killed when he went into an old coal bank to get a sack of
coal, the slate coal fa lling on him, causing death. They had
the following children :

Berry (deceased) was married to Mary Bain; Clarinda
was married to James Shoemake of West Virginia; Kate
was married to Frank Hampton of Barbersville, Kentucky ;
Melvina, Richard Cass (deceased) , John, Emeline.

George Crowley of Whitley County, Kentucky, and James
Crowley were brothers. John Dap Crowley is an uncle of
George and James, and the father of Tye Crowley. George
Crowley I and John Dap are brothers. They are the sons of
Cass Crowley and grandsons of Berry Crowley I. George
Crowley II. first married Elizabeth; second wife, Bietella,
a~d third wife, Louisa. Children of George Crowley and his
wifs:

Benjaman, Esther, James, Tye, Tom, Ned, Maud Eliza­
iDe.t h, No~eY, enieva, Ellen and Nannies OM ehild bY'third

~ ooh Hi'~ jh;st wife died. S! pa:r~tl a j; am seGond wife.
I Ii 'n e 11a e ina eR.
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J uha , RIchar d and John Crowley. Kate Powers married
Frank Hampton. They had children, one of whom was
John Hampton.

Andrew J ohnson Crowley is a son of Berry Crowley II and
a brother of J ames Crowley of Preachersville, Kentucky
who was the son of William (Uncle Bill) Crowley. Andre\~
J . Crowley mar ried Nancy Blakely of Oklahoma.

Andrew J . Crowley and Nancy, his wife, have the follow­
ing children : J ulia , married Quince Cassidy, no children ;
John William, married Ida Clark. They have eight children:
Marie, Rhoda, Cecil, Bernice, Cora, Roberta, Ethel and Ger­
trude. Gertrude was killed in a cal' wreck.

[The above John Crowley took me to see Jack Croley (col­
ored) , during my visit in Barberville, Kentucky, that I
might interview him regarding our Crowleys, as he was
raised by Uncle Bill Crowley and his first wife lived in the
home of Berry Crowley I, for 10 years. The information
which he gave me I consider valuable.]

The following narrative was related to me by Jack Crow­
ley (colored) who was bought by William (Uncle Bill)
Crowley, when Jack was three years of age. ~e lives at
Barbersville, Kentucky, on Fighting Creek. Jack IS 80 years

of age 1933: ? "
"Howald were you, Jack, when Uncle Bill bought you.
"I was three years old when Uncle Billy bought me. He

paid $300 in gold and silver to a Mrs. Faulkner for me. Sh~
wanted it all in gold, she said, 'yaIler gold for yaller .boys.
I was in Uncle Bill's employ for 17 years. He wa~ km~ ~o
me. Ii was eight or nine years of age when I was do~nh' 0

fiim at th:g time the Niggers was freed. I was boun 0 im

until 'I wa it. . f hor e omdl
~lit~ml~mnl as to give me the ChOIce 0 a 01S .

El i He ;yeai.<'s free schoo\j,ng Qr' $100. ] co 1
Ci Ri the 1d0

1 un '1 2
'Me tl e

r;a
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(Old Berry, son of J effie and Effie Crowley). Ten years
after her death, I was married to Martha Adams. We are
still living together. I have six children living. They are :
Nora, William, Henry Clay, Missour i, Geneva, and Louvina.
I have given them all a good education."

I asked J ack the following questions;
"What relation was Uncle Bill to Berry Crowley?"
"Uncle Bill was Ber ry Crowley's son."
"What relation was he to J effie and Effie Crowley?"
"Uncle Bill was a grandson to Jeffie and Effie Crowley

(Jeremiah 1.) "
"What relation was Jeffie Crowley to my great-grand­

father, Jeremiah Crowley?"
"Berry Crowley was a son to Jeffie and Effie and he was

an uncle to your great-grandfather, Jeremiah Crowley. Jerry
was a son of John Crowley, brother of Berry."

"What church did Uncle Billy affiliate with?"
"He was an old Baptist, Primitive Baptist, all the Crow­

leys were."
"What were his politics?"
"He was a Republican, all the rest of the Crowleys were

Democrats."
"How old was Uncle Bill when he died?"
"He was 70 and died on Cane Creek, Whitely County. He

h~ been dead &7 years, this year 1932. He was born 1798
led 1.£7 " ,
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"J ane C. Parsedie, Nancy Polly J ames John W .. "" elmer,

Green, MIke Crowley and Berry."

I consider this nar rative quite valuable, inasmuch as it
gives direct information in regard to the family relationship
of the fir st J eremiah Crowley and his wife, Effie, also of
t heir sons, Berry I and my great-great-grandfather, John
Crowley, and his son, J eremiah Crowley II , who was th e
fa the r of my grandmother , Ruthie (Crowley) Turnidge.

There were many of the Crowleys living in Powell Valley
(Claiborne and Campbell Counties), f rom 1800 on to 1819.
J eremiah and Samuel Crowley left there in 1815 and went
to the territory of Missouri. Their father, John Crowley,
and his brother, Berry Crowley, started for Missouri in
1816. There were six men and their families in the party.
They camped at Lot, Kentucky, the first night, just across
the line from Tennessee. Berry Crowley was taken ill and
was unable to resume the journey. The other four continued
on the way. Berry's son, William (Uncle Bill) Crowley,
remained with his father.

This was the beginning of the large line of Crowley des-
cendants in that part of Kentucky. Jack Crowley, of the
above review, 80 years of age, who is now living at Bar­
berville, Kentucky, who still has a clear memory, related
many interesting things concerning our Crowleys to me,
during my trip there in 1932. He told me that a good many
of the Crowleys went to Georgia and that several of the
younger generations were born there, and that they le~t
Georgia on account of political troubles and came to Powell S'

Valley !renness e, about 1800.
li:~ l5} • lleeor.ds 0] sales and deeds I fo nd at Jac~s~

"':};;j@~lf;~ t Miy 1 EJ911n:t'¥ :
5 r I.l M ells ~

Ie. e 1.1ffi'l:i
n
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This land was partly in Claiborne Count y and partly in

Campbell County. The river divided the two count ies. J ohn
Crowley was living in Clay County, Missouri, at the time this
sale was made. J ames Crowley sold land to Samuel Brown,
Campbell County, in 1814.

Berry Crowley (called Li t tl e Berry) sold land to Thomas
McClain (presumably father of Elizabeth, John Crowl ey's
first wife) of Claiborne County, 1814.

Berry Crowley married a woman named Gibson. He
fi rst set t led near Boston, now called Lot, Kentucky. His son,
William, married a woman named Powell.

According t o tradition in the Crowley families, (now liv­
ing in Georgia), the first Crowleys came there from Ireland
and England, with James Oglethorp. The following is copied
from the History of the U. S. by Horace A. Scudder, page
84:

"Oglethorp and the founding of Georgia: When the Caro­
linas became provinces of the King, the country beyond the
Savannah River was not included in South Carolina. It was
named Georgia from George II, who was King of England at
that time. It was in his reign that the first settlement of
Geor~ia was made. James Oglethorp, a humane Englishman,
was distressed by the miserable condition of his countrymen.
He pitied especially those who were oppressed by the harsh
laws ~a~nst debtors: and he determined to make a colony
'1I ~mel'lc~, where they could 15e~in life anew. He formed

s 1 tion ;ll.rcli was Io IDe: ge..vem i!I a a b@llrd of trus-
e S Q tm Ute aen :G II Wihi fi ave them

n 2 i t h.
ai
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movement began m England The did. b h . Y I not stay long ,
GeorgIa, ut t ey attracted attention t th I in

I
. t f G ' 0 e co ony and the

en ai gemen 0 eorgia. Large numbe . f I
England and Ireland and Germany Ogl~etOh peop e caGme from

h d
. orp was overnor

and s owe the greatest energy in plan' f th
I

' , nmg or e welfare
of the sett er s . He was especially desirou s f bri ,, • . " 0 rmgmg out
amigrants who were familiar WIth different f f ' d, orms 0 m us-
try. He occ upied new point s at Darien August d F ' d" ,a an le -
errca, ond n Island at the mouth of Altamaha.

I ~ ? "In 183~war broke out between England and Spain, and
the Amel'1can settlements at the south were in zreat danz .

• b b~ '

A fleet of Spanish vessels with 5,000 men appeared off the
coast and threatened Frederica. General Oglethorp, with
only 800 men , attacked the invaders and saved the colony,
At the end of 21 years, the Trustees found themselves beset
with diffculties in governing a distant colony, They gave up
their possessions to the Crown, and Georgia was ruled like
other parts of America-by a governor appointed by the
King, and an assembly chosen by the people.

"After James Oglethorp returned to England, where he
died at the age of 75, this land returned to the state and it
was then that the settlers got their land through the lot-

teries."
The Crowleys first went to Augusta; just how long they

remained there, is not known. The land owned by John
Crowley (my ancestor), was situated on the Savannah
River, where most of his children were born.

Other Crowleys who drew land in the Oglethorp district
were as follows: Abraham Crowley of Hills district, Pike
County ; Ginnethon Crowley of Suiter's district, Muscokee
COJlniy' Sarah, widow of Ferris Crowley, same county'
Jo r, M':IIDI :same county; Josiah, same countM' Rhetiey

'''''''''''n I I 0 nt 79/i; Samuel O.F.Qw11 of' r~-
I E!M s me Ois~I;i f "".i!ol~

o. fl '"
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Familu of Jefferson Dauis Crowley, Decatur, Georgia.

Grandfather, Benjaman Crowley, ?10ved ~rom Og.lethorp
County to Dekalb County. He had .eIght children, SIX boys
and two girls. He was perhaps Benjaman Crowley Jr. , who
entered land in Oglethorp Count y, 1801, and the great­
zrandfuther of Jefferson D. Crowley, likely was Benjaman
Crowley Sr., who drew land adjoining that of my great­
great-grandfather, John Crowley. Jefferson D. (called J effie) ,
his father was Benjaman Crowley, also. One son of hi s
grandfather, Benjaman, named Allen, moved to Missi ssippi.
Benj aman, father of J. D. Crowley, owned 424 acres of land,
and his son, Jefferson, now owns 60 acres of this same land.
His father had 10 children, six boys and four girls, only
four of whom are now living:

Clark Crowley of Sherman, Texas; one daughter, Mrs.
Jeffie Hudgins, Decatur, Georgia; John Crowley, Redau,
Georgia, and Jefferson D., who is the youngest of the family.

J. D. Crowley states that his grandfather was said to
have come from Ireland and that his father died when he
was eight years of age. His mother was Mary Fuggle of
UeKalb County, Georgia. He was tWQ years of age when she
~kd.

iIef.f.el·so D ~is Crowley and his wife Julia (Carley)
N 'fl1Be'H!a tl €ouhty, h d ei :nt

e In'v (1;:eo

eo••
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Family of Greenberry Crowley, Deceased,

of Los Angeles, Califm'nia
Greenbel'l'y Crowley was the son of James Crowley and

the grandson of John Crowley and Margaret Crowley of
Clay County, Missouri. (John Crowley first married Eliza­
beth McClain. After her death he married Margaret (last
name not known) . James Crowley married Elizabeth Thorp.
She was a sister of Wm. Thorp, who married Betsy Crow­
ley). (See marriage bonds of Clay County, Missouri). (Cop­
ied from tombstone at E xet er , California).

"James Crowley died November 13, 1880, aged 73 years , 4
months and 10 days. Born 1807. (He was born in Powell
Valley, Campbell County, Tennessee). Betsy, wife of James
Crowley, died July 28, 1879, aged 69 years 8 months, 25
days."
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fornia, He lived there until 1905, one year prior to his death,
which occurred in Burbank, Los Angeles County, in 1906.
He was 80 years of age when he passed on. He suffered for
three years with cancer , which finally caused his deat h. Be­
fore he died he deeded his proper ty to his children, retain­
ing a life interest in the EI-Conejo Rancho.

The following records I copied from Book 96, Page 140,
Book of Deeds, Ventura, California:

"Crowley Estate: Wm. Henery Crowley, in 1915, number
of case 5656: Petition filed to terminate the life estate of
Greenberry Crowley, deceased. Wm. H. Crowley being in ter­
ested in the said property and in the title thereto, and that
petit ioner and Nannie B. Hutchins, are the owners of said
real property, that heretofore to-wit: On the fifth day of
July in the year 1905, said Greenberry Crowley was the
owner of said property and on said day he made a deed of
said property to Wm. H. Crowley, James Allen Crowley,
Sarah Elizabeth Johnson, Martha Jane Wood, Rose Brun­
dage, Cora E. Compton and Nannie B. Hutchins, in and by
which said deed, said Greenberry Crowley, conveyed said
real estate to said Grantees, reserving, however, a life inter­
est in said property to himself which said deed is recorded. ,
III the office of the Recorder in Ventura Co., Calif. And said
deed, as so recorded, is by this reference made a part there­
of: That said Wm. H. Crowley and Nannie B. Hutchins are
the. suc~es8"o~s in interest to title of said property and de­
so bed III said deed. That said Greenberry Crowley died on

C~t.iiaEJJ~a~ ut he se-cond da: of March, 1900, at Burbank, Los
~ftg le • ij~li'£. Bala propeny is s"it"l1a£e • lMinm no being

an h - nej ~ . VJ n~ul; ....· :;fiU ' .::

t!:c a . I lli 0'£ tift

'rHE TRAIL BLAZERS 237
had charge of the Rancho EI-Conejo at this time. He paid
Nancy Crowley $175 per month for life. The EI-Conejo
Rancho was valued at $140,000. The place consisted of
2259-20 acres. (Recorded in book 1, page 746).

Nancy Crowley died January 13, 1917, and is buried be­
side her hu sband in Los Angeles, California.

J ames Allen Crowley, eldest son of Greenberry, married
Blanch Bennett. They had five boys and one girl.

Reginald Leonard, Audley Blanch, Wm. James, Earnest
Stanley and Kenneath.

Audley married Haight , district attorney of Visalia.
California. Kennet h was killed by a gunshot accidentally
fired while looking for a bottle of shoe polish in the table
drawer, where the gun had been placed. He was 32 years of
age. One child died in infancy.

James Crowley came to Visalia in 1859. He and his father
both served in the Indian war in Ramey County , Oregon.
James was in the cattle business in Old Mexico for several
years. There he experienced man~ thrilling exper iences,
both with the Mexicans and the Indians, and was III a num­
ber of skirmishes when he had a close call wi~h de~th. ~e

was a veteran stage driver in the early days III California

and Arizona.
He related this story about his father, Greenberry Cro~\'­

I 0 f the trips which his father made back to Mis­
ey: . t

n
onet °cattle a man who had been working with him

soun 0 ge, tfit t ther On theI de the trip. They owned the ou oge el. .
a so rna II' t They decided to dissolve
return trip they had a fa mg out. . d Id

d . terest m the wagon an cou
partnership. Each ~.7c~etoa;e I;aid; so they sawed the wagon
~ot agree on t~ f k half and divided the cattle and oxen.
III two and eac 00 his wife separated, but have never

James Crowley ~.nd ith his widowed sister, Elizabeth
oeen d' 0 ed. He Ive~.;1 . Greenberry Crowley an hi

fi1i n~ ter. ~a I °brntlahi £ather;l es 1: ;wI a
,,::Z~ Ii ~terIans, u

:c I in he ifo t.!\ e 0 0£ ~I
c iIli I a i

llIl,'ll oi e:c e
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Clay County, Missouri, October 22, 1836, and died December

10, 1881.
Elizabeth Crowley married - - Johnson. They had eight

children: Alice Rose, married Alfred Davis ; Willi am H. ;
Mary Louise, married Charles Stokes, second husband, Rich­
ard Marlow; Laura Bell, married John Liggett, second hus­
band, Marion Caldwell. They had one child, Thomas Lig­
gett; Char les Greenber ry Johnso n; Roy Johnson ; Wa lter;
Altha.

Alice Rose and Alfred Davis had the following children:
Hattie, who married Lock Steel; Mattie ; Ira.

Children of Mary Louise and Char les Stokes: Irene, E lla,
Ivy, Flora. No children by Marlow.

Children of Laura Bell : Frank died; Robert married Lor­
raine Clure; both died

Roy Johnson 's children: Robert (called Bobbie), and
Herald.

Walter Johnson married May Clark. Their children were :
Dorrts and Helen. Second wife, May Hance. They had one
child, Barbara Corrinne,

Aletha Johnson married Troy Griggs. They had one child,
Glen. Second husband, Clayton Baalem.
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Ora, Lena Rose, George Crowley Brundage, born July 29,
1893.

---.
" Mar r iage notice : On the 12th of April, 1876, at the resi­

dence of the bride's father , Greenberry Crowley, Mr. T. J.
Brundage to Miss Rosa Crowley, by the Rev. W. Compton."

Osca r Greenberry Brundage (son of the above couple)
married . Their child ren :

Veda Lucile, born June 16, 1900 ; Thomas Sylvester , born
November 26, 1901; Ann Elizabeth, born June 10, 1903;
Josephine, born July 6, 1905.

Veda Lu cile Brundage married Wm. Henery Richards,
June 3, 1917. Chi ldren: Veda Lucile, born August 29, 1918;
Wm. Henery, J r. , born August 3, 1920 ; Alice Mary, born
September 18, 1921.

Thomas Sylvester Brundage married Clara Etta Hester ,
December 2, 1921. Two children: Dorothy Ann, born July
25, 1924 ; Betty Jean, born August 1, 1926.
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Family of Wm. H ent ry Crowley

William Henery Crowley mar r ied Laur~ Allen, Ju~e 6,
1882. Their children: Lena May. and LOUIS Ray (t willS) ,
born July 13, 1883; Louis Ray dIe~ Sept~mber 2, 1883.

Lena Crowley married John Ca lvin Davis. They had two
children: Henery Perry, born June 16, 1907, and Lau ra Jo­
sephine, born January 7, 1911.

Henery P. Crowley married Cecelia Branagan, had two
chi ldre n, Rose Patricia, a nd J ames Curt is , born July 7,1 934.

Laura Josephine married Ca r l Damson. One child, Norma
Jean.

Frank Langston married Mary Casey, October 12, 1910 .
Three children: Allen Stephen, born March 2, 1913; Charlot
May, born November 16, 1915; Francis Louise, born Janu­
ary 16, 1921.

When Henfry Crowley was just a lad, his father was
living in Tulare County not far from a mountain. The place
was swampy, and in 1862 a great flood came and they
were compelled to move out of the house in a boat. Henery
fell out of the boat, and had it not been for Nigger Jack,
would perhaps have drowned. The darkey pulled him out of
the water and the family fled to safety on the mountain.

The outstanding trait of Henery Crowley has always
been his honesty. At one time he owned 100,000 acres of
land in Arizona, and had it stocked with fine cattle and
:horses. He eld out and returned to Tulare County. A man

name. of \l'ufidage was his partner. They bought 56,000
l< 'f and. 'Eher,g had never I)een-a Une. f, l'iting drawn

n ~e ~ e a. a snill ithtmt,
in uni:l ani!l~ n ~ )Ii s.t t <fiI0I~,

a e ~a

e I
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when 18 months of age; Bernice, Wheeler and Sheldon
(twins ) , both went in the Navy. Through a mistaken order,
Sheldon was placed on the mystery ship, Cyclops, which
sank somewhere in the Caribbean Sea. It was never again
heard of; Roland, Mary.

Cora A., daughter of Nancy and Greenberry Crowley,
manlied Frank C. Compton. They had two children : Jasper
and Arizone.

Martha J . (Mattie) , daughter of Greenberry C.rowl~y

and Louise Crowley, married R. W. W. Wood. Their chil-
dren: Ebbie, Richard and Rose. .

Greenberry Crowley had the following bro~hers and SIS­
tel's: Joseph, who died in Eastern Oregon (BIg Baren Val-

J W died in Oregon near Goose Lake, he wasley); ames ., 6 d died
born in Clay County Missouri, October 22,. 183 , and di d
D b 10 1881 ' Amanda married Harington an ie

ecem er", I b th de-. " . M . F rancis an d George Crow ey, a
III Arizona ; . ary . J une 27 1837, in Ray County,
ceased; America Jane, bam b.' 7 1868' Martha Jane
Missouri, died in Oregon, Nove~ er , ' ,

o a is living in Kentfield, CahfOl:ndIa'twI'ce and reared a
C ' 1 y was marne

Greenberry lowe . L ' Donivan. They were
'1 H' fir t WIfe was ouise

large fami y. IS IS 51 in Holt County, Missouri. She
married December 17, 18 ,

. . N ember 13, 1863.
died in California, ov h following children:

They were the parents of t e
J

I 1853' Sarah Elizabeth
C ley born u y, ,

James Allen row, M tha Jane Crowley, born
Crowley, born April 15, .1855~ a~ey born November 22,
August 17, 1858; Rosehlne bra: N~vember 12, 1861 ~ Lee
1859' Wm. Henery Crow ey, or
CrowlgM, OIm :Ni :veIQber 2, 1863.
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The Family and Descendants of James Orowley, Sr.
James Crowley, Sr ., son of Sam uel Crowley and Francis

(called Frankie) Cr owley, w.as born in Virginia . His par.
ents came to Amer ica ear ly III the 18th Century and with
Jeremiah Crowley 1., who was a brother of Samuel and
William Crowley, and several other brothers, se ttled in
Prince George County, Virginia, but soon migrated to
Amelia County, which was later divided into Halifax Coun.
ty. Still later, Halifax was divided and formed Pitsylvania
County, where the Crowleys owned land.

Benjaman Crowley was the father of 13 children and was
living in Pitsylvania County at the taking of the census of
1790. Jerry Crowley's name appears on the record at the
C. H. (Chatham) in 1767, and it was in that year when
Benjaman first entered land. Samuel Crowley entered land
the same year. His land then in Pitsylvania County was in
Henery County after that county was separated from Pit­
sylvania County. Samuel Crowley was living in Henery
County until after the Revolutionary War.

His son, James Crowley, received 100 acres of land in
Henery County on a military warrant, for services in the
army (on files at Frankfort, Kentucky, Land Office). This
land adjoined that of his father, Samuel Crowley.

There has..:been much uncertainty as to the parentage of
arne 110 feY', :eMen those of his own branch were more or

less a bt to; his I:enta:,ge. FrQ1n the fact that John
wI 1I s 'fi mi H:l. hali 15 eK James, who

e :t!It l-ui i na:I:.y: War
:Ii lli A:
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My great-great-grandfather , John Crowley, w~s born in

1753. He served in the Revolutionary War , and hIS brother,
J am es Crowl ey, served ~ev.er.al .enlistments (see war rec­
ords ) . On my t r ip to Virginia m March, 1934, I wen: to
Amelia County, where I found many re?ords of the CIOW-
I some who came in 1741 (see old WIlls).
eys, . . C t d

From Amelia County I went to Pitsylvania oun '! an
t here I found where Benjaman Crowley (not the.Ben]ama~

f Arkansas) got a deed from Thomas Edwards in th~ Pal­
? Camden, paid to Thomas Edwards, by. Benjaman
lsi: o~ 20 pounds. Tract of land lying and being on both
C.low e

y
outh fork of Sandy River. Said land was grant­

SIdes of the st t said Edwards. This was evidently about
ed b: pa~~~t J~remiah Crowley 1. and his brothers, B~n­
the ime ., C' vie came from England. Benj a-
jaman and WIlham 10\ y, nty from James Poteet.

ht I d in the same cou .
man boug an 1 C' I bought land from Young, this

In 1767, Sa~uel 1~w ~ ty When the counties were
land was in Pltsylvama land . as in Henery County. He

. 1777 Samuel's an W R
divided lll, I who served in the eve-

f tl ' f James Crow ey, frwas the a ier 0 I s 17 years of age, lorn
lutionary War, enlisting when te wa

Henery County. . 1783 to Enoch Conley and
Benjaman sold his land ~n the name of Benjaman

presumably went to ?eOrglaj ,asdrew land during the lot­
Crowley, Sr., and Ben]a~a~, 1., was said that Benjaman,
tery in the Oglethorp DIStr:rcti Iindians where the city of
. killed by the Semmo e ,
Sr., was . d d
Mobile is now sltu~te. d died on the original land o~~e

Benjaman, Jr., lived an H has descendants now lIvmg
by himself and his father. e

on this same land. ! und the recoras very poeI' ~ ~1lt
e e Qli t J P Wit t\-ve Qgeu a~tt;O¥:

lie s eml! (1) d Ii w.n ea en
11 0 a

e
rna 1
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b rn in Virginia , reared in Georgia, and married in Ken­
t~CkY , He was born in 1858.

J ames Crowley sold to Adam Turner certain parcels of
I d for the sum of 40 pounds in county of Henery, state of

Va~ 'gl' n ia lying on both sides of Smith's River, Book 3, Page
11 , , in th484 (100 acres) . This was the land grant for services m e
. It adj oined the land of Samuel Crowley. James sold

Al,md YI' rd in 1789 and went to Powell's Valley, Clabornesa l at
County, Tennessee. .

J Cr owley Sr married Mary McClam. The Mc-
ames ' " , th t

I in 's went to Powell's Valley about the same t ime a
Ca~es Crowley, Sr., went there. And the name of the ~Ic­
J , ears on the records in Kentucky at the time
~~:~l~~l;'1~;'owleyS are found on the records. There is a Mc-

Clain County in Kentucky, f
. S . nd his wife Mary, had a large am-

James Crowley, I. , a , b . in Henery Coun-
. . I (Big Sam) was 01111

ily. HIS son , Samue Thomas (twins) born in Fay-
ty, Virginia, 1786, John an

2d
James Isham, born in Powell's

ette County, Alabama: 1~9 ' hters were Nancy, Hulda and
Valley, Tennessee. HIS aug

Elizabeth. , d' Claiborne County
id ntly remame m .J ames Isham eVI e , wuuam was born in

1816 as hIS son, 1 1 ,
until after yea r ' 1816. James Isham Crowley, son
said county, October 24, Claborne County, Tennesse~,
of James, Sr. , left Tazewell, C unty Alabama. He rrn-
in 1819 and went to Fayette. ? 1829 where he entered
grated to Clay County, ~iS~~~~'hl;sold this land to Michial
a large body of land, and 111 a resident of Farrant
Majors on October 2 (Major~ wasCrowley with his family
County, Texas), and James Ise:he died. He came to Clay
went to the state of Texa~, wh ts Jam s Sr .• and Ma
menty, Missouri, with ~ ~arh

n
~~ga ed iN: ;f tfmU1 an

la t ) QrnwJ!1Y I~ e.*.hf>:a e~ etll ~ {:"'~"f!'
H3•.ng;. mar. I lIr

en~s

Wi

I i m
}iii '

,
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"This is to certify that there is a ba rgai n of marriage

between Arthemas Cumpton and E liza beth Cro wley and
that the parents of the said girl is willing to it. Given under
my hand this 25th day of March, 1795.

Signed, Francis Crowley (Franky)."

Elizabeth was the sister of James Crowley , who was t he
son of Samuel. Their names lat er appear on t he r ecords in
Henderson County, Kentucky, where t hey migrat ed from
Powell Valley, Tennessee. James Crowley was in Henery
County, Virginia, in year 1789.

There have been many confl icting st atements and much
conjecture as to the early movements of the Cr owleys of
our line, and when they first came t o America . It is a fact,
that they lived for a while in Virginia. Both John Crowley
and his brothers, Samuel and James, served in the Revolu­
tionary War with the troops of Virginia.

I found the following record in the Land Office at Frank­
fort, Kentucky:

"Land Office Military Warrant No. 1493. To James Crow­
ley, in consideration of his services for three years as a
soldier in the Continental line, Year 1783, month of Aug.
Samuel Crowley and his wife, Francis, both of Henderson
County, Kentucky, sold land on the waters of Highland
Creek for three hundred dollars; paid to said Samuel Crow­
ley. Samuel Crowley and his wife, Francis, sells land to D.

:.:la!!¥:Jll or 6PO d lIars on Highland Creek. Book D. page 36."
fll time t his land was sold, it wa.s in the county of

l\l a ~ecQming a:p tt 111 ~ Count y; when
ie l< i fi' IS iW e T' 1819. This

e a e 0 I
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ville, Missouri; Hiram (Wo?ley Hiram), Benjaman, James
of Vibard, Missouri, (one died young ) .

Children of William and Margaret Crowley: J ames I of
Rav County, Missouri, died about 1865 ; William T. became
a ~inister of the Christian Church. He is buried at t he
Union Cemetery in Ray County, Missour i; Susan F ., wife
of Columbus Evans of Grundy, Missouri; J ohn, a resident
of Chicasaw Nat ion I. T. (now Oklahoma ) ; Eugenia Kate
marri ed J oseph Holman of Clay County, Missouri ; David
M. Crowley, George F . Crowley of Elmira, Missour i (the
only one of this generation now living) ; Barnum M. Crow­
ley, U. S. Grant Crowley, A. B. Crowley, all formerly of
Ray County, Missouri

George W. Crowley married Fannie Holman: He was born
in Ray County, Missouri , April 8, 1858. They had eight
children: Zeador, Juda, Leta, May, Bonnie, Marjory, Rox­
anna and Taze.
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ond wife, Kate McFarland, of Rayville; Thomas Crowley
was a minister of the Christian Church.

Children of William Crowley of Lawson, Missouri, and
his wife, Hattie Crowley:

General B. , William, Samuel P., Noble S., Georgia F.
(married a man by name of Cox), Thankful E. (married
- - Mellon) , Laura (married Kibbie), Francis 1.
(married Lindsey) , Myrna (married Bright).

Blucher J im Crowley lives three miles west of ElITotira
and is 82 years of age. Bucking John Cro,wley, (or JIm)
lived nor th of Lawson in a little log house, IS said to be an
authority on Crowley history.

Samuel (Big Sam) Crowley, son of Jam: s, ,S ~'" was born
November 14, 17 86, in Henery County, Virginia, He went
with his father to Claiborne Cou~ty, Tennessee, 1789. Sa~­
uel died in Clay County, Missouri, July 1, 1849" of clholel~

the first scourge which started in the comm~mty t rroug .

b f the neighborhood going to RIchfield (la~el
some oys 0 . it t the landing

d Missouri City) through CUrIOSI Y 0 see
name I . h I ad on board some pas-
and unloading of a ~~~~d:~~~ t~at dread disease. ,
sengers, who were a di d just prior to his

Samuel Crowley's son, Thomas, ie Iso named Thomas)
father's death. Th: broth:r o~~a~l~:l~~e's name was Cath-
died of the same disease III 1 rel' Tom was Candine
erine, while the wife of Samue s son, ,

Crowley. . ' erted in the "Grand River
The following notice was ins

ssive weeks:
Chronical" for three s~cce tl t the under signed, has oh-

"Notice is hereby grven ia t Cou~ of Ray CQ" Mi ~
t a i e ~m hoe :clerk of the Go~nI~mi 1J\ t;atlion u'n n Iii

HI;i 1fo1! ran ~ , I ttenscl 0 e eiI fie J! d!
e tJatl oms 0 e , eC aiS l

I e
U e

est m H a iI
Ie

I !iI e
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Mr. Robinson Jacobs. Dear Sir. I hereby, renounce my
right (as the widow of Thomas Cro wley, deceased) to ad-
.. t rpon his estate and request that Mr. Levy CmillIS er1, .

Stephenson be appointed in my place. Yours Respectf ully,
Aug 10, 1849. her

. Signed, Candine X Crowley."
Mark

Samuel Crowley (Big Sam ) married Celia Mayo of
Campbell County, Tennessee, about 1812. They moved to
Missouri , 1816. His second wife was Nancy Lowe. Big Sam
was the father of 17 children. He had four minor children
when he died. His son , Samuel J. Crowley (minor) being
under 14 yea rs of age, was bound to Francis M. Crowley.
James Munkers and Arthur Gow are his securities for the
sum of $1500 bond. Francis M. Crowley (minor child of Big
Sam Crowley, deceased) was placed under the guardianship
of Fran cis M. Crowley May 2, 1853, George Huffaker,
bondsman. William and Susan Crowley were placed under
the guardianship of Francis M. Crowley (both being
minors), each in the sum of $1500, May 2, 1853, George
S. Huffaker, bondsman. Frank M. Crowley II., died Febru­
ary 9, 1933.

Francis M. Crowley I married Myrtle E. Morrison, Sep­
tember 2, 1903. She died of the influenza, December 3, 1918.
She was born February 7, 1887.

They had the following children: Francis M. III (Marion),
ijorn Deqember 12, 1904; William W. (Washington), born

il9:O:7; Margaret A. (Ann), balm May 7, 1910; Loyd
~ li)or.n ;S rtem ber '20, 912; Ralpoh N ..,. (fluffaker),
em

'm
ill

!1! 5

TH E TRAIL BLAZERS 249
(3 ) "Martha J. Crowley, born 6-5-1831, died 11-28-1881."
(4) "William J. Crowley, born 3-23-1835, died Jan. 7,1855."
(5) "Susanna Crowley, born 2-26-1841, died 12-24-1854."
(6) "Frances L. Crowley, born 4-25-1837, died 11-16-1854."
(7) "J ames M. Crowley, born 10-26-1845, died 7-12-1849."

"Wm, and Hiram Crowley, administrator's de bonis non
of the est ate of Thomas Crowley. dec'd : Now at this day
come the said administrators and file their petitions praying
t he Court to grant them an order of publication for the sale
of the real est ate of sai d deceased, shewing the Court that
t here is not sufficient personal property to satisfy the debts
against the said dec'd , and remaining unpaid, and also an
inventory of the real est ate of said dec'd, and other ex­
hibits of estate as required by law. It is th erefore ordered
that all persons interested in said estate be notified thereof,
and that unless the contrary be shown on or before the. first
day of next February term of this Court, .an order Will be
made for the sale of all or so much o~ Said ~'eal e~tate as
will be sufficient to satisfy the debt agamst said dec d. Copy
test. James B. Turner Clerke." .

The estate of said Thomas Crowley, broth:r of ~~g Sa~
Crowley was sold at sheriff's sale. The followmg heAlls we~~

, C I Thomas Crowley, man)defendants: James rowley, C. I The
A C ley and Charles rowley.Crowley, Nancy nn row . Clay

plaintiffs were: Sidon S. Sutton. The estate was in
. . T nship 51 Range 3.

County, Missourt, ow h t thi Thomas Crowley, who
It is plainly to be seen t a IS f Big Sam and the

died in 1849 of cholera, was the .~on a the son of James
Thomas Crowley of the ab~ve s~~ , ;:~. (He was a twin
Crowley Sr., and a brothel of g
brother to John (Jack) Crowley). t f this branch of the

h descendan 0 . n.-Frank Step enson, a f Big Sam died cue.

CrowleMs, stat:es. that ThomaS~tsO~e~so died of C.h~J?~~~:
sa ean t at, kevy: CaseY "fl~ Ii>Ull'et;1 n ~ 1!l

8 IS 1:1 1;) , and ..'5'~'j\'t
Iii n mi ai

e
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month, in this part of the co~ntry, Cho.lera and the fear of
the then most feared of all diseases, r eigned supreme.

Thomas Crowley died just after moving to t he rented
farm, 110W known as the Robert Gooding farm. The folks
did not risk their lives or that of t heir neighbors, not al­
ready exposed to the scourge, and without daring to go any­
where to buy a coffin, three women buried Thomas neal' the
barn without any sort of a casket whatsoever. His widow
married a man by the name of Everett. It is likely t hat the
first Thomas Crowley (brothel' of Big Sam), also died of
cholera during the epidemic of 1852.

Thomas Crowley (son of Big Sam) had only one child
Samuel Wm. Crowley. '

.Estat~ of Samuel .Crowley was probated in Clay County,
MISSOUn. The followmg were his heirs:

Copied from the. files atLiberty, Missouri : "Widow, Nancy
CI:owley. Children: Francis Marion Crowley, Clay County,
~iIssouri; Parmelia Crowley, Clay County, Missouri; Wil­
ham Crowley, Clay County, Missouri; Katherine Crowley,
Clay. County, Missouri; Susan Crowley, Clay County, Mis­
soun; Samuel Crowley, Clay County, Missouri; John, Scot­
land County, Missouri; Mary Stephenson, wife of Levy P.
~~ephenson,. Caldwell. County, Missouri; Samuel William

ley, child and hell' of Thomas Crowley.; Hiram Crow­
le~ Ra~ County, MissQuri; All~n ClO:wley, Gliuton County,

IS Ut;· :JUr .lill @roWiI , €::Imte.n ~liH:ln Mis r,i "
o m as 0 J:i itir-om

e }; Fiie e
~ I n
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Samuel Crowley

Nov. 14,1786
July 1, 1849

Nancy Crowley (wife of Samuel Crowley)
May 13, 1805
Jan. 28, 1875

Infant son of S. and N. Crowley
Jan. 22, 1930
Jan. 22,1930

Francis, Daughter of S. and N. Crowley
Apr. 25, 1837
Nov. 25, 1854

William J., Son of S. and N. Crowley
Mar. 23, 1835
Jan. 7, 1855

Robert, Son of S. and N. Crowley
Apr. 24, 1849
Aug. 10, 1851

Susanna, Daughter of S. and N. Crowley
Feb. 26, 1841
Dec. 24, 1854

Benjaman F., Son of S. and N. Crowley
Jan. 11, 1839
July 8, 1849

James M., Son of S. and N. Crowley
Oct. 28, 1845
July 12, 1849

E stat -of Rita; OJ QWlfiY
fP;Q.v~eM, s ; Bina c;Crm I ,daukl\jieE' I!;

:r..,~a~''CO'k1in n , l1" e da tl
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